Lyla Cooley

Hello Mayor Buck,

My name is Lyla Cooley, and I am a 6th grader at Lakeridge Middle School. My grandma and I love to spend time
together, and we often go to the Lake Oswego library together. I’ve noticed how much people enjoy the library
and the different things it offers, like the Library of Things, where you can borrow all sorts of useful items.
Outside of the library, many useful things get thrown away when they could easily be repaired. I have an idea that
could reduce waste and bring more people to the Lake Oswego library. My idea is called “Mend & Lend,” and it
would build on the Library of Things by adding something new and helpful for the whole community.

“Mend & Lend” is an addition to the Lake Oswego library’s “Library of Things.” People can bring items to the
library that are slightly broken or gathering dust, and volunteers will try to repair them. Once fixed, people can
choose to keep their item or donate it so others can check it out. The goal of this program is to reduce waste, help
the environment, and bring our community together. It also helps save money. Recently, a volunteer from Metro
visited our science class and explained how reusing items helps fight climate change. All in all, “Mend & Lend”
lets people bring in broken or forgotten items, get them fixed, and share them with the community.

The “Mend & Lend” program would be run by volunteers from all across the community who have skills in
repairing things like sports equipment, electronics, or kitchen appliances. Adults who enjoy fixing things, retired
professionals, or even local business owners could all take part by sharing their knowledge and abilities. High
school students could also play a big role in the program. In the Lake Oswego School District, students are
required to complete at least ten hours of volunteering to graduate, but many do much more, sometimes up to 60
or even 100 hours. “Mend & Lend” would give students a chance to work with experienced adults, learn valuable
skills, and make a positive impact on the community. Together, skilled adults and students could make this
program successful and help bring different people together.

What does the community have to say about this idea? To answer this question, I surveyed 85 Lake Oswego
residents. In the survey, I asked S simple questions. The first one was, “If you or someone you know had broken
gear, would you actually use this repair station?”, and around 93% said yes. The second question was, “After an
item is fixed, would you be down to donate it to the library so others can borrow it?”, for this question, about 97%
said yes. The third was, “Do you (or does someone you know) have the skills to help us fix stuft as a volunteer?”,
56% marked no, and 44% marked yes. The fourth question was, “What kind of items would you be most likely to
bring in for repair, or want to borrow from the library?” The responses ranged from books and toys to electronics
and furniture. The last question asked why people would use this program. Some of the responses to this question
were: “It’s a cool way to donate things to the community.” “It saves money.” “It helps the environment,” and last
but not least, “It would make our community feel more connected.” All in all, surveying residents of the
community helps show what they think of the idea of “Mend & Lend”, and so far, the results are pretty positive.

In conclusion, “Mend & Lend” is a program with the purpose of helping the environment, and bringing the
community closer together. High school students can benefit in multiple ways from volunteering, and so can local
business owners or retired professionals. Also, a quick survey of Lake Oswego residents (about 0.25% of the
town’s 40,000 people) showed that 97% think this program is a good idea and said they would participate. So can
we put it into action and make our community a better, more connected place?

Sincerely,

Lyla Cooley



