Grace Maljai

Lake Oswego is a wonderful place to grow up. It is clean, safe and a great place to raise a
family. If I were chosen as mayor, I would implement some changes that would lead to an even
more connected and thriving community.

I recommend Lake Oswego brings a trolley system to our outstanding town. This addition
would be great for people of all ages, but especially elders and young children, who can't drive
on their own. This trolley would also be completely free for those who choose to ride. People
would be able to donate to the trolley system and there would also be fundraisers to pay for this
service. Some fundraisers would be fund runs, bake sales, talent shows, and many other creative
endeavors. A large number of different trolley routes would stretch all around the entire lake,
connecting all the neighborhoods and small communities in Lake Oswego. Kids could go from
park to park and even take the trolley to their friends house. This would be perfect for elders
because they could get a free ride to play BUNCO, play golf, or go to doctors appointments. This
trolley would not only just be for elders and children but even adults and teens. Teenagers could
get a lift to sports practice or an after school job. And if adults work locally they could take the
trolley to work or to business lunches. I think it would be awesome if we got children from the
Lake Oswego School district to submit designs and paint choices for the trolleys. I imagine that
these life changing trolleys would run 7 days a week from 7 am to 11 pm. This timeline will give
people enough time to catch the trolley at all different times of the day.

This next achievable, ground breaking idea that I would implement if I were mayor is a

program that would encourage children from the ages 10-15 to volunteer in local Lake Oswego



businesses. This opportunity would allow children to experience what it would be like to work in
a local store. It will help kids break out of their comfort zones and give them great experience for
future jobs. An important part of this plan will be that businesses will not have to pay the
children. The kids would do this as volunteers. Imagine a 10 year old helping at our local library
stacking books on the shelves. Imagine a 12 year old walking the dogs at the vet clinic. Imagine
a 14 year old singing songs for all the kids at the preschool or a 15 year old at the checkout of
your favorite Lake Oswego boutique. And also imagine how easy it will be for these kids to get a
paying job once they are older with all of this amazing volunteer experience. These kids will
also feel confident talking to strangers and that's a good social skill for the future.

The next innovative idea that I would introduce, also would move Lake Oswego toward
building a more stable and connected community. I would introduce a Kids Market. A Kids
Market is like an ordinary Sunday market, but kids run it all on their own. This community
building event will help kids grow independence by running their own stand and help with their
creativity making it beautiful and unique. This opportunity would happen on Saturdays around
11:00 a.m. This event would take place in the same location where the Sunday markets are held.
The children that choose to participate would design and create what they're going to sell. A kid
could make homemade cookies, or even hand crafted Play-Doh. Kids could sell original art or
jewelry or one of a kind paintings. This experience would be completely run by kids, adults of
course would supervise and help out and support when needed. Hopefully this lively market will
draw in lots of members from all over Lake Oswego. I can imagine families coming to shop and
elders coming to support the youth. Not only will the kids have a chance to showcase their
talents, it will sharpen their math and customer service skills, by making change when customers

pay and selling their goods.



As you can see from my ideas listed above, my main goal is to build a connected
community. A community that really focuses on bringing youth together with the adults and

elders who live here, to build a strong and lively Lake Oswego.



