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Lieutenant Colonel Angelica ‘Angel’ Pilato was born in Rochester, New York, and 
earned her Bachelor of Science in Food/Restaurant Management at  the              

Rochester Institute of Technology before enlisting in the Air Force.  She served 
five and a half years on active duty with assignments in the U.S., Europe and 

Southeast Asia.  During the 11-year Vietnam War, Pilato served as a the first and 
only woman out of 3.5 million Veterans serving in Southeast Asia to be assigned 

to manage an officers’ club.  She was stationed on a fighter pilot base for the 
432nd Tactical Reconnaissance Fighter Wing at Udorn Air Force Base in                   

Thailand. Pilato was responsible for the morale and welfare of hundreds of           
officers and their families. Her club provided fellow officers with respite from the 
chaos of war. After her service in Southeast Asia, she returned to civilian life and 

transitioned to the Air Force Reserve as a training specialist and retired as a           
Lieutenant Colonel in 1990. Pilato earned a Masters in Educational                                 

Administration & Supervision at the University of Central Florida and her Ph.D.            
in Vocational Education from Oregon State University. 

 

Pilato is the author of Angel’s Truck Stop: A Woman’s Love, Laughter and Loss 
During the Vietnam War, which is an authentic memoir that gives a woman’s 

unique perspective on the war and captures the raw emotions of the times. Pilato 
has spoken to numerous audiences from coast to coast, bringing laughter, insights 
and healing to people all over the country. At these speaking engagements, Pilato 
recognizes Vietnam Veterans and presents them with a presidential proclamation 

commemorating the 50th anniversary of the Vietnam War, a lapel pin and gives 
them an official “Welcome Home”.  

 

Pilato served on the Board of Oswego Pointe Condominiums Home 
Owners Association in a variety of roles as Treasurer, Vice Chair and 

Chair. During her tenure, she worked diligently to maintain and improve 
the grounds and appearance of the complex, increasing the value of the 
condos and the Lake Oswego neighborhood. In 2015, Pilato served on 
the Lake Oswego Tree Code Review Ad Hoc Committee for 15 months. 
She was  responsible for making substantial contributions to improve 

the code for constituents. Pilato has been a valued member of the                
Lakewood Associates and volunteers at the Reruns Consignment Shop 

that helps raise money for the Lakewood Theatre. She is also a member 
of Rotary of Lake Oswego and continues to devote countless hours                 

to serving the community.   
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