
 

A Salute to Our Veterans  

United States Army Captain  

William F. McDonald 
Dates of Service: 1960-1963 

 

William (Bill) McDonald grew up in NE  Portland and graduated from Central 
Catholic High School. He enrolled in the Army’s Reserve Officers’ Training 

Corps (ROTC) at University of Oregon and graduated as a 1st Lieutenant with 
a degree in Economics. McDonald began his military career in 1960 and 

served as an advisor in Korea from 1960-1961 and then in Laos from 1961-
1962.  McDonald was sent back to Korea from 1962-1963 due to the Berlin 

Crisis. In 1963, McDonald went to Fort Lewis as a Battery Commander of the 
32nd Field Artillery Regiment in the 6th US Army and was honorably                     

discharged later that year. He married wife, Patricia, in February of 1964 and 
had one daughter, Mary Ann, and one son, Joseph.   

 

After leaving the Army, McDonald continued his education at University of 
Portland and earned a Master’s Degree in Business.  He worked briefly at US 

Bank before joining the United States Foreign Service with the Agency for     
International Development.  McDonald lived in India, Thailand and the               

Philippines, working with host governments to perform feasibility studies for 
water projects and dams.  He implemented the projects, providing both 
technical and financial assistance.  After 17 years in the Foreign Service, 

McDonald retired in 1984.  He continued his work in international consulting 
for several years.  McDonald and his wife also owned “Patsy’s Hallmark” for 

several years, becoming successful small business owners.   
 

Once the store closed, McDonald and his wife made the decision to 
return to Oregon.  He lived in Lake Oswego for over twenty years, 

was a member of Columbia Edgewater Golf Club (shooting a 3   
handicap!) and served on the board of Central Catholic High School 
for 15 years. McDonald also made significant contributions to the 

Tools for Troops program and the Lake Oswego Veterans                         
Memorial.  He continued to keep in touch with his Army colleagues 
throughout the years and was even able to contact his original Lao 

Interpreter.  McDonald passed on June 1, 2020.  He and his wife 
were happily married for 56 years and are survived by two children 

and two grandchildren.  
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