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                                              CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Development Review Commission Minutes 

Monday, April 15, 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
The Commissioners convened at 7:01 PM in the Council Chamber of City Hall, 380 A Avenue.  

Members present: Chair David Poulson, Vice Chair Brent Ahrend, Paden Prichard, Jeff 
Shearer, Kirk Smith, Jason Frankel, and Randy Arthur 

Staff present: Scot Siegel, Planning and Building Services Director; Evan Fransted, 
Associate Planner; Evan Boone, Deputy City Attorney; and Kat Kluge, 
Administrative Support 

COUNCIL UPDATE 
 
Councilor John LaMotte updated DRC members on what City Council is working on: remodel 
existing or build a new sewer plant (new technology being researched); new approach for 
appointing applicants to Boards and Commissions; Annexation of 5200 Meadows Rd. being 
finalized; hiring criteria for the new City Manager; discussion with the School District about 
sharing a new pool, finding a place for the parks and recreation center, expanding sports fields, 
programming on gym space, refreshing intergovernmental agreement, and rerouting busses and 
creating safe routes, with adequate pathways, to schools; Tryon Cove masterplan for trails; and 
possible home demolition fees. 
 
Commissioner Ahrend asked if 5200 Meadows Rd. is the last parcel to develop, if the pool at 
Lake Oswego High School is closing and what the demolition fees are for. Councilor LaMotte 
responded that 5200 Meadows is already built, but is a little island of unincorporated land inside 
the business park; they have no choice but to close the pool, as it has closed three times this 
year for HVAC or ceiling repair; and the demolition fee is to be an incentive for owners of older 
homes to rehab them instead of demolishing and replacing them. Commissioner Ahrend noted 
he was glad to hear they are still working on safe routes to school. 
 
Commissioner Prichard agreed that they might want to think about an incentive for 
deconstruction, rather than tear-down. He also recommended a different site for the Tryon 
Bridge, if they build a new sewer plant. 

 
FINDINGS 
 
The adoption of Findings for LU 18-0063, a request for Conditional Use and Development 
Permits for a School District bus barn/maintenance facility, was rescheduled to May 6, 2019. 
 
LU 19-0005, a request for Development Review and Conditional Use Permits and Design and 
Minor Variances to construct a new City Hall and associated parking. 
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This site is located at 380 & 320 A Ave, 322 & 366 3rd Street (21E03DC09100, 
21E03DC09200, 21E03DC09400, 21E03DC09700, & 21E03DC10000). The staff coordinator 
is Johanna Hastay, Senior Planner. 
 
Commissioner Arthur reviewed the findings and had no additions or changes to make to them, 
but wanted to comment that this application doesn’t cover the entire civic block. He recalled 
that staff noted during the public hearing there is still land to develop on that block. He further 
noted that this application for a new City Hall is not a master plan for the civic block. 
Commissioner Arthur recommended, therefore, that the City develop and adopt a master plan 
for the civic block and that as part of the effort a “second look” and renewed consideration be 
given to having the City acquire the one remaining privately owned parcel on that blaock. He 
recognized these are not criteria for approval of the City’s pending application. Nonetheless, 
he would have liked to see the private parcel purchased by the City in order to better 
accommodate the City Hall’s multiple components. He felt it is an exciting prospect to have a 
new City Hall. He noted that staff have found that the proposal meets applicable criteria and 
standards and will be voting in support of the application. 
 
Commissioner Arthur moved to approve the written Findings, Conclusion and Order of LU 
19-0005. Seconded by Commissioner Frankel and passed 4:1 with two abstentions. 

 
MINUTES 
None 

  
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
LU 19-0002, a request for a Development Review Permit for an exterior remodel of existing 
condos in the Old Town Design District. 
 
This site is located at 53-65 Church Street and 210-212 Durham Street (21E10AD80000, 
21E10AD80001, 21E10AD80002, 21E10AD80003, 21E10AD80004, 21E10AD80005, 
21E10AD80006).The staff coordinator is Evan Fransted, Associate Planner. 
 
Deputy City Attorney Boone gave an overview of the public hearing process and outlined the 
applicable criteria and procedure. 
 
Mr. Boone asked DRC members to declare any ex parte contacts (including site visits), biases, 
or financial conflicts and their business/occupation. All DRC members present declared they 
have no ex parte contacts (other than listed site visits), conflicts of interests, and no bias. 
Commissioner Arthur happened to drive by the site and observed the building, but that did not 
influence his thinking one way or the other. Commissioner Ahrend walked around the site briefly.  
Commissioner Shearer has friends that live down the street, but that has no impact on his 
decision. No challenges heard. 
 
Staff Report 

 
Evan Fransted, Associate Planner, informed DRC that the site is approx. 11,067 square feet and 
has frontage on Church and Durham Streets. It is zoned R-DD, as are properties to the north, 
south and east; while the property to the west is zoned EC. The San Marco Condominiums were 
constructed in 1979 with six units in two buildings, in a style typical of the times. The current 
exterior stucco is failing and the purpose of the application is to update the exterior with modern 
materials. 
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Mr. Fransted pointed out that the buildings do not conform to the Old Town Neighborhood 
Design standards, as the style is not Early 1900 Vernacular, Craftsman, or Cape Cod. The 
remodel will include new siding, windows, doors, decks, roofs, covered entryways, a trash 
enclosure, replacement of a parking lot lighting and a new fence. The proposal complies w/ R-
DD dimensional standards, including a 10’ setback from the west property line for the new trash 
enclosure. The proposed modifications include hardi-fiber cement lap-board siding, fiber cement 
shingles, fiber cement trim, composition roof shingles, pine tongue and groove soffits, skylights, 
fiberglass doors, vinyl windows and new lights. Staff finds the modifications do not alter the 
structures’ existing design, height, massing/articulation, roof style, or roof pitch; therefore, they 
do not alter the buildings’ existing non-conformities. As a result, the Old Town Neighborhood 
Design standards do not apply due to existing non-conformity. 
 
The buildings do conform to the criteria of being complimentary in appearance to the buildings 
they are associated with; complementing and preserving existing natural land forms, trees, 
shrubs, and other natural vegetation; and to be complimentary in appearance to adjacent 
structures of good design. Staff finds that all of the proposed design elements are complimentary 
to the overall architectural style. The only proposed alteration to landscaping is to remove 
existing grass to install gravel walkways. Staff finds the proposed design is complimentary to 
structures of good design in the immediate vicinity. Overall, the applicants have adequately 
demonstrated compliance with the building design standards. 
 
Staff recommended approval, with conditions listed on the first two pages of the Staff Report. 
 
Questions of Staff 

 
Chair Poulson, Commissioner Smith and Mr. Fransted discussed the windows and trim. The 
example pictures of the other buildings seem to show very thick trim per Chair Poulson. Mr. 
Fransted agreed the trim seems to get lost in the architectural renderings, but exhibit E-004 page 
7 illustrated it better (there is not a larger head-trim, but still similar in characteristic). The 
windows will be larger than existing, to meet fire code standards. 

 
Applicant Testimony 
 
Chris from Brown Building and Design, stated that Evan did a great job outlining everything and 
he will help answer any questions. 

  
Questions of Applicant 
 
Commissioner Ahrend asked if they are updating the walkways because it seemed like he was 
walking through one of the patios when he was there. Chris responded the east end will be 
fenced in, so they are providing the walkway. 
 
Commissioner Prichard inquired about the window trim (it seems flat all around). Chris agreed 
they were trying to stick with the design concept and went with 5 ¼” x 4”. Commissioner Prichard 
stated that doesn’t conform to the Old Town standard of 3 ½” trim all the way around. Mr. 
Fransted responded that since the building is already non-conforming, they don’t have to comply 
with the Old Town design standards as long as it doesn’t increase the degree of non-conformity.  
Chair Poulson added that they can’t make it any more non-conforming than it already is.  
Commissioner Prichard saw this as an opportunity to make it more conforming. 
 
Public Testimony 
 
No person from the public is present. 
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Deliberation 
 
Mr. Boone asked the applicant if they wished to submit final written argument, which would delay 
the Commissions deliberations. The applicant responded in the negative. Mr. Boone noted the 
DRC may then proceed to deliberation. 
 
Commissioner Arthur agreed with the comments about the window treatment and asked staff if 
they can condition the application to require window treatment more in conformance with the Old 
Town standards. Scot Siegel, Planning and Building Services Director, responded that can be 
done only if that aspect of the proposed design would increase the degree of non-conformity and 
staff didn’t find that. 
 
Commissioner Shearer asked if the wider trim would look right with the roof shake and style of 
the building. Chair Poulson asked if this falls under putting lipstick on a pig type-thing.  
Commissioner Shearer noted there is already a different style of a slope roof and wonders what 
it would look like. Chair Poulson responded that the Old Town standard is having some sort of 
uniformity and that type of trim might tie it all in. Commissioner Shearer agreed, but noted it is a 
completely different style of building than the Old Town Style. 
 
Commissioner Prichard discussed having the wider trim, rather than the vertical trim. He believes 
it will be more traditional with the shingles and lap siding. With the corner board on the siding, 
there would not be room to put the 6” vertical trim. He just thought it could be enhanced. 
 
Mr. Boone informed DRC members that the applicant is not required to make it more conforming. 
 
Commissioner Ahrend pointed out that they will really only see Unit A from the street. 
 
Decision 

 
Commissioner Frankel moved to approve LU 19-0002 as recommended by staff. Seconded by 
Commissioner Ahrend and passed 7:0. 
 
Mr. Boone stated that the tentative decision and written findings would be brought back to the 
Commission on May 6, 2019 at 7:00 PM. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Schedule Review and Management Update 
 
Mr. Siegel updated DRC member about upcoming meetings: School District Bus Barn Findings 
on May 6, 2019 and hearing on Historic Review, with major variance on May 20, 2019 along with 
adoption of any findings from decisions made on May 6, 2019. Mr. Siegel passed along Planning 
Manager Numanoglu’s thanks to Commissioner Ahrend and Commissioner Arthur for 
participating in the Boards and Commissions Summit. Mr. Siegel asked for an attendance poll for 
May 6, 2019. Commissioner Prichard is the only one who would not be there. 
 
Commissioner Prichard’s Announcement 
 
Commissioner Prichard realizes most everyone knows already, but stated that tonight is his last 
night on the DRC. He felt that as the Community Development Code has become more clear and 
objective, he is increasingly disagreeing with staffs’ position that significant variances can be 
justified and approval is gained by sometimes just adding conditions of approval. His 50-years in 



City of Lake Oswego Development Review 
Commission Minutes of April 15, 2019 Page 5 of 5 

 

APPROVED 

 

the design business has been based on a different ethic and his experience is apparently not 
really relevant and can’t be drawn upon. He is much more comfortable on the creative side, than 
the critical side and feels his usefulness on the DRC is over. He thanked the Council for 
appointing him 4 ½ years ago, the other members of the DRC, staff for their time, and Jessica 
and Evan for their patience with him and says it’s been great working with all of them. 
 
Chair Poulson stated he’s been patient with him, too (in jest). Commissioner Prichard agreed and 
said he’s learned a lot about drainage. Commissioner Ahrend added that he knows they haven’t 
always agreed, but appreciated his input and is sorry to see him leave. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Chair Poulson adjourned the meeting at 7:50 PM. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

/s/ 
 

Kat Kluge 
Administrative Support 
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