
Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) 

www.lakeoswego.city/planning/emerald-ash-borer

Background 
The emerald ash borer, Agrilus planipennis, is an invasive beetle that infests and kills ash trees (Fraxinus 
spp.). White fringe trees (Chionanthus virginicus) and cultivated olive (Olea europaea) are also at risk.
The emerald ash borer (EAB) has been detected in several Oregon counties, including Clackamas, 
Marion, Multnomah, Washington and Yamhill.
A permanent quarantine is now in effect for these counties, triggering specific restrictions. Tree materials from ash, 
olive, and white fringe tree, must remain within quarantined counties. Wood waste must be processed and disposed of 
accordingly.

Oregon ash is an important native tree that grows along rivers, streams, and wetlands in low-elevation areas. It is a 
critical source of shade, erosion control, pollution filtration, and wildlife habitat. 

How to Identify EAB
•	 Metallic emerald-green body and reddish-colored abdomen. Exterior is uniformly 

green, slender, and smooth. Large black eyes.
•	 Emerge and fly between May and September
•	 Spend most of their adult life in the tops of trees and are hard for humans to see

The most reliable method of identifying EAB is monitoring the health of ash trees and 
keeping an eye out for signs and symptoms of EAB infestation. You are more likely to 
see evidence that an ash tree is stressed than to see the beetle itself.

3/8–1/2 inch  
(9-13 mm) long

Learn more about 
EAB in Oregon at 
OregonEAB.com
•	 Identifying ash trees
•	 Identifying EAB
•	 Reporting
•	 Quarantine 

information
•	 EAB locations
•	 Management and 

treatment strategies

How to Identify Ash Trees 

Terminal leaflet

Odd number of leaflets 
(typically 5-9)

Compound leaves 
with opposite 
arrangement

D-shaped exit holes 
are ⅛ inch wide

S-shaped feeding 
galleries under barkBark splitsEpicormic sproutingCanopy thinning

Symptoms Signs



Options for Ash Tree Management

Other ways to help:
•	 Don’t move firewood. Buy it 

within 10 miles of where you 
plan to burn it.

•	 Report suspicious trees to the 
Oregon Invasive Species Online 
Hotline:  
https://oregoninvasiveshotline.
org/reports/create

Questions? 
Please reach out.

Phone:	 503-635-0290
Email:    	 trees@lakeoswego.city
Websites:
	 OregonEAB.com
	 www.lakeoswego.city/trees

Where are your Ash Trees? 
Property owners are responsible for the care and 
maintenance of trees located on their property as well as 
any trees in the right-of-way adjacent to their property.

Unsure No

No

Are your ash trees healthy?
Ash trees in good condition can be 
protected against EAB.
•	 Do they show no or few signs 

of stress? (for example: dead 
branches or cracking bark)

•	 Are they “large” (greater than 
6” in diameter) and in good 
condition? 

Yes

Yes

Monitor for signs of EAB and 
make a plan.
•	 Untreated ash trees will 

eventually become infested 
requiring removal.

•	 Consider removing ash trees in 
poor/declining condition. Dead 
trees are more expensive and 
dangerous to remove.

•	 Visit the City’s Planning 
Department website to find 
the approved street or yard 
tree planting list and all permit 
removal requirements.

Treat your trees. 
•	 Work with an ISA-certified 

arborist to treat your trees. 
•	 When properly applied by a 

licensed pesticide applicator, 
treatments can be up to 95% 
effective at protecting ash 
trees. 

•	 Continue treatment as 
recommended.

Do I Need a Tree Removal Permit?
The City of Lake Oswego requires tree removal permits for trees 6” in 
diameter or larger,  measured a breast height - 4.5 feet from the ground. 

If you would like to request removal of a tree 6” in diameter or larger, 
please visit the City’s tree website - www.lakeoswego.city/trees - for 
applications, or contact Planning staff at trees@lakeoswego.city or  
503-635-0290 for assistance.

www.lakeoswego.city/planning/emerald-ash-borer

Methods for managing ash trees before 
they become hazardous include: 
•	 Removal and Replacement
•	 Insecticide Treatment

Learn to identify ash. See reverse 
side for tips or visit:
https://oregon-eab-geo.hub.arcgis.
com/pages/identify

Unsure

Work with an ISA-certified 
arborist. 
A certified arborist can help you 
assess your trees and determine 
if treatment or removal and 
replacement is right for you.
To find an ISA-arborist near you, 
visit: 
https://certificates.directory.isa-
arbor.com

Do you have ash trees?


