
 

If I Were Mayor 
By  

Keenan McGhee 
 
The city of Lake Oswego is a very nice place, but nothing is ever perfect. I have 

noticed a few problems with the streets and sidewalks that I would like to fix, and I think 
that would make Lake Oswego a better place. If I were the mayor of Lake Oswego, 
there is a lot I would want to do. The first thing I would realize before I do anything is 
that the mayor does not have absolute power. Secondly, I have to acknowledge that 
what I suggest has to fit within the budget of $462 million. Forty-five percent of this 
budget ($245 million) is subtracted out of the budget for city operations, leaving $217 
million left. 

  
With these restrictions in mind, the sidewalks are the first things that I suggest we 

improve. When I am biking on the sidewalks, there are several bumps that I ride over. 
These bumps are caused from tree roots going under the sidewalks. When I am biking, 
these bumps make me out of control. If I go over a bump when there is someone next to 
me, I might run into them. Another safety hazard that these bumps pose is if I go over 
them when I am not paying that much attention to the sidewalk. If this happens, I would 
be even more out of control, and likely not be able to regain my balance. The money 
spent on this would be around 80 dollars a gallon of cement, and assuming one gallon 
can fill one bump after getting rid of the cement there, it would cost around $10,000 to 
fill the cracks with cement. Another thing that we would have to do to fix the cracks is 
trim the tree roots under the cement, and a little closer to the tree. It can cost up to 
$2,500 to trim roots underneath cement for one tree, so we will assume it costs $2,000 
a tree. If there are 100 trees per sidewalk, and 10 sidewalks with bumps, that would 
total to 2.5 million dollars. If we cut these roots, the sidewalks will be a lot safer for 
everyone.  
​  

Another improvement I would make if I were mayor would be to add safety lights 
at certain crosswalks. This idea came to mind when I was biking with my friends one 
day. I noticed that there were flashing yellow lights to warn cars that we were crossing 
the street, but these flashing yellow lights were not in any other cross walks. I would 
suggest that we add these yellow lights to all cross walks to make sure that the people 
crossing are safer. There are laws in place so that you can only cross the street when it 
says walk, but if someone breaks this law, or they just ran out of time while crossing the 
street, a person driving would assume that it was safe to go, and might hit that person. 
These lights cost at max $5000 a unit, so if we add these lights to all sides of the street, 
it would cost about $20,000 at a 4 way intersection. If we say that we have 10 4 way 
intersections per busy road, it would cost about $400,000. If we take into account the 



 

labour for betting it installed, it would cost about half a million. Adding these lights to all 
cross walks, or at least the ones on the more busier roads, like Boones Ferry or Kruse 
Way, would make crossing the street safer. 
​  

The final thing I would do if I were mayor is cut plants on the corners of the roads 
so bikers and drivers can see around the corner better. When we are going down the 
road, on car or bike, we have to pull a little bit past the end of the road to see if there are 
any cars. This could be dangerous, because if there are any cars on the street in front 
of us, they can not see us either. They only see us when we go past the end of the 
street, so there is always some potential for a crash. The way I would suggest we fix 
this is trimming the plants on the edges of the streets. Trimming 15 square feet per 
intersection will cost around $100, and if we assume that this problem is present in 
around 200 intersections, it will cost around $20,000 to trim it. This will likely be a job 
that has to happen every other year, because this is the time that the plants will begin to 
block view again. Trimming these plants will increase safety on the roads, making 
driving in Lake Oswego better for everyone. 
​  

These costs will total to around 3,000,000 dollars, leaving 214,000,000 dollars 
left. These changes will improve Lake Oswego by a significant amount, making it a 
better city for everyone, visitors and residents alike. 


