
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Intellectual freedom is a First Amendment right, one that libraries have long been vigorous in 

protecting. The American Library Association has published three strong statements of support 

for intellectual freedom:  the Library Bill of Rights, the Freedom to Read Statement, and the 

Freedom to View Statement. The Library Advisory Board of the Lake Oswego Public Library 

has affirmed all of these statements.  

 

Throughout history, individuals, groups, and entities have sought to limit the diversity of library 

collections. Intellectual freedom, the essence of equitable library services, provides for free 

access to all expressions of ideas through which any and all sides of a question, cause, or 

movement may be explored. It is the responsibility of the Library to be fair, just and equitable 

and to give all library users equal protection in guarding against violation of the right to read, 

view, or listen to content protected by the First Amendment, no matter the viewpoint of the 

author, creator, or selector. 

 

 

The Library Bill of Rights 
 

The American Library Association affirms that all libraries are forums for information and ideas, 

and that the following basic policies should guide their services:  

 

1.  Books and other library resources should be provided for the interest, information, and 

 enlightenment of all people of the community the library serves. Materials should not be 

 excluded because of the origin, background, or views of those contributing to their 

 creation.  

2. Libraries should provide materials and information presenting all points of view on 

 current and historical issues. Materials should not be proscribed or removed because of 

 partisan or doctrinal disapproval.  

3.  Libraries should challenge censorship in the fulfillment of their responsibility to provide 

 information and enlightenment.  

4.  Libraries should cooperate with all persons and groups concerned with resisting 

 abridgment of free expression and free access to ideas.  

5. A person's right to use a library should not be denied or abridged because of origin, age, 

 background, or views.  
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6.  Libraries which make exhibit spaces and meeting rooms available to the public they serve 

 should make such facilities available on an equitable basis, regardless of the beliefs or 

 affiliations of individuals or groups requesting their use.  

 

Adopted June 19, 1939, by the ALA Council; amended October 14, 1944; June 18, 1948; 

February 2, 1961; June 27, 1967; January 23, 1980; January 29, 2019. 

 

 

The Freedom to Read Statement 
 

The Freedom to Read statement is linked from the American Library Association website due to 

its length.   

 

Adopted June 25, 1953, by the ALA Council and the AAP Freedom to Read 

Committee; amended January 28, 1972; January 16, 1991; July 12, 2000; June 30, 2004. 

 

The Freedom to View Statement 

The Freedom to View, along with the freedom to speak, to hear, and to read, is protected by 

the First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States. In a free society, there is no place 

for censorship of any medium of expression. Therefore these principles are affirmed: 

1. To provide the broadest access to film, video, and other audiovisual materials because 

they are a means for the communication of ideas. Liberty of circulation is essential to 

insure the constitutional guarantee of freedom of expression. 

2. To protect the confidentiality of all individuals and institutions using film, video, and 

other audiovisual materials. 

3. To provide film, video, and other audiovisual materials which represent a diversity of 

views and expression. Selection of a work does not constitute or imply agreement with or 

approval of the content. 

4. To provide a diversity of viewpoints without the constraint of labeling or prejudging film, 

video, or other audiovisual materials on the basis of the moral, religious, or political 

beliefs of the producer or filmmaker or on the basis of controversial content. 

5. To contest vigorously, by all lawful means, every encroachment upon the public's 

freedom to view. 

This statement was originally drafted by the Freedom to View Committee of the American Film 

and Video Association (formerly the Educational Film Library Association) and was adopted by 

the AFVA Board of Directors in February 1979. This statement was updated and approved by 

the AFVA Board of Directors in 1989.  Endorsed January 10, 1990, by the ALA Council. 

 

 

 

Adopted by the Library Advisory Board; amended April 10, 2019.   

 

http://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/freedomreadstatement
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/freedomviewstatement

