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Neighborhood Enhancement Program 
Street Tree Planting Grant Opportunity  
 
To support the City’s natural resource enhancement efforts, in 2010 the City Council asked staff 
to include a street tree planting opportunity as part of the NEP program.  A neighborhood 
association may request funds for one or more new street trees.  Below is supplemental 
information for the NEP process, specific to street tree applications. 
 
If you are interested in applying for a street tree grant, please carefully read over the following 
information. 
 
Street Tree Benefits 
Street trees improve the appearance and quality of life in Lake Oswego’s neighborhoods.  But 
did you know they also help to reduce runoff, filter pollutants, add oxygen to the air we breathe 
and decrease glare from roadways?  For example, Lake Oswego's street tree canopy 
(representing 13% of the total 44% citywide tree canopy cover) intercepts about 50 Olympic-
size swimming pools worth of rainfall annually based on data compiled in the City’s 2009 State 
of the Urban Forest Report.  Conserving street trees and planting new street trees helps to 
reduce the size and cost of hard infrastructure that would otherwise be necessary for 
stormwater management. 
 
FAQ 

How can our neighborhood learn more about the process for a street tree grant application 
and the benefits of trees? 

Host a presentation at your next neighborhood association meeting!  Neighborhood Planning 
and Urban Forestry staff are available to attend your meetings.  Please call Erik Olson at 503-
697-6524 to request a presentation. 
 
The City’s Urban and Community Forestry Program has produced several reports and projects 
that describe goals, conditions, and best practices for trees.  This information can be found on 
the City’s web site at: http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/planning/urban-community-forestry 
 
How should we identify tree locations? 

Start by thinking about your neighborhood and identifying locations where there are gaps in 
the tree canopy cover.  Are there locations that would particularly benefit from a street tree, 
such as to help shade a pathway, improve aesthetics, or capture rain water runoff?  Is there 
adequate planting space?  Try to identify a variety of locations in case some are not feasible. 
Once the neighborhood association has identified potential locations, it should talk with City 
staff to ensure there are not conflicts with future infrastructure or development projects. 
 

http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/planning/urban-community-forestry
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Next, the neighborhood association (NA) should approach the adjacent property owner to see if 
they are interested in participating in the grant opportunity. 

o The property owner would work with the NA and the City to select the tree 
species and specific location. 

o The grant would pay for the tree and installation costs, and the City and its tree 
contractor would plant the tree. 

o The property owner would need to sign a good faith agreement to maintain the 
tree for the life of the tree, including watering for the first three years and 
trimming as needed to ensure vision, pedestrian and vehicle clearance. 

o Sidewalk repairs or maintenance from tree lift is the responsibility of the 
abutting property owner (planting the right tree in the right place will help to 
avoid this!). 

 
What kind of tree should be planted? 

Before selecting a species of tree to plant in a public right-of-way, a number of factors should 
be considered to ensure that an optimum species is chosen based on the site conditions and 
available growing space.  Choosing the right tree for the right place is a decision that will have 
an impact on the neighborhood for decades to come.  A set of questions are included on the 
attached street tree application form to help you select the most suitable street tree species for 
your site.  Staff will then assist you in selecting an appropriate tree.  The State of the Forest 
Report and Right Tree Right Place brochure can also be found on this webpage and provides 
suggestions on tree species. 

http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/planning/urban-community-forestry 
 
Who will buy and plant the tree, and when? 

Once the City Council has awarded the grants, the Public Works Department will work with its 
tree contractor to arrange for the purchase and planting of your street tree/s.  Early spring is a 
great time for tree planting, and the City would like to include your new trees in its 2020 Arbor 
Week celebration, typically the first week of April. 
 
How much does it cost? 

A 1.5-2.5 caliper inch tree is the recommended size for new residential street trees.  Public 
Works staff will help determine the cost of the tree(s) and all associated planting work. 
 
Who takes care of the tree once it’s planted? 

Street tree maintenance is the responsibility of the adjacent property owner.  A handout will be 
available to the property owner with simple guidelines and resources to care for their new tree.  
Proper planting and long-term care will help protect your new street tree investment. 
 
The City will work with its tree contractor to ensure that a healthy specimen with good 
structure is planted properly.  Staking may be needed to help the tree grow upright.  If the tree 

http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/planning/urban-community-forestry
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is staked, remove stakes after one growing season to help the tree develop good, sound 
structure.  Planting will include 2- to 4-inches of mulch around the base of the tree, but not 
directly against the tree trunk.  The mulch helps to retain moisture, moderate soil temperature, 
and minimize weed growth.  The property owner will need to keep the soil moist, but not 
saturated and not apply water to the tree trunk.  The tree should be watered the minimum 
amount needed based on weather conditions.  Minor pruning may be needed if branches were 
damaged during planting or for improved structure or overhead clearance following 
establishment. 
 
Summary of Steps: 

1. NA identifies possible locations 
2. NA notifies contacts Jim Bateman, Assistant Public Works Director, at 

jbateman@lakeoswego.city of interest, potential locations and cost. 
3. Jim Bateman and other staff provide quick review for fatal flaws. 
4. NA approaches property owner/s to determine their interest. 
5. NA works with interested property owner/s to complete application and good neighbor 

agreement. 
6. NA submits tree application and good neighbor agreement along with letter or e-mail of 

neighborhood association support. 

mailto:jbateman@lakeoswego.city
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Neighborhood Enhancement Grant 
Street Tree Application Form 
 

Contact Information 
Neighborhood Assn.  

NA Contact Name  

Street Address  

City, State, ZIP Code  

Phone  

Email Address  
List of Tree Locations Property Owner 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

 

Checklist 
 Letter or e-mail of neighborhood association support  

 Completed Street Tree Application Form 

 Photos of tree locations attached/e-mailed 

 Signed good neighbor agreement from owner of property adjacent to requested tree 

 

Tree Planting Survey 

See following page. Please fill out one survey form for each tree you’d like planted. 

 
Questions?  Contact Jim Bateman, Assistant Public Works Director at 
jbateman@lakeoswego.city for potential locations and cost.  For questions regarding the 
Neighborhood Enhancement Program (NEP), contact Erik Olson, Senior Planner at 503-697-
6524 or Iris McCaleb, Administrative Assistant at 503-697-6591 or 
neighborhoods@lakeoswego.city.  Staff assistance is available to help identify tree locations 
and discuss ideas. 

mailto:jbateman@lakeoswego.city
mailto:neighborhoods@lakeoswego.city
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Tree Planting Survey 

Location # ____ 

Address of adjacent property: 

Description of location (planting strip, front yard, side yard, etc.): 
 

 
 
 
What is the size of the planting strip or area?  

 

Is the soil deep, fertile, and well drained, or is it shallow, compacted, and infertile? 

 

Does the site receive full sun, full shade, or part sun and part shade throughout the day? 

 

Is the site exposed to frequent winds? 

 

Are there other trees in the area? (Describe) 

 

Are their overhead or underground utility lines, sidewalks, driveways, courtyards, sports courts, or 
building foundations in the vicinity? 

 

Does the adjacent property owner have time to care for the newly planted tree until it is established, 
or will they be relying on a garden or tree service for assistance? 

 

What form (shape) and size (small, medium, or large mature height and spread) of tree will best fit 
the space provided? 

 

Do you want the tree to provide shade or seasonal color, attract wildlife or act as a screen? 
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Neighborhood Enhancement Grant 
Street Tree Planting Neighbor Agreement 
 
 
The purpose of this agreement is to document a Lake Oswego property owner’s authorization 
to have a tree planted in the right-of-way adjacent to their property through the City’s 
Neighborhood Enhancement Program, and commitment to maintain that tree to ensure its 
long-term viability.  
 
By signing below, I agree that: 
 
The _____________________________ Neighborhood Association has identified a location in 
the public right-of-way adjacent to my property for the planting of a new street tree, and is 
applying for a Neighborhood Enhancement Grant to pay for the tree and planting expenses. 
 
If awarded, I will work with the City to select an appropriate street tree species to be planted 
based on available planting space, soil volume and location. 
 
The City and its tree contractor will be responsible for: 

• Checking for utility locations 
• Purchasing the tree 
• Planting the tree 

 
Once planted, I, the property owner, will be responsible for any future tree care, including: 

• Watering the tree for the first 3 years during dry months 
• Pruning or having the tree pruned as needed to maintain good visibility for vehicles, 

bicycles and pedestrians 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Property Owner Signature       Date 
 
 
Property Owner Printed Name 
 
 
Property Owner Physical Address 
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