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Similar Use Analysis

A similar use analysis determines if a use not specifically named in the Use Table (LOC 50.03.002) is most
similar to a listed use to determine whether the new use would be permitted, conditional or prohibited in a
zoning district. Staff may authorize the new use, if the use 1) is similar to and of the same general type as
the uses specifically allowed; 2) is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan; and 3) has similar intensity,
density, off-site impacts and impacts on community facilities as uses permitted in the zone [LOC
50.03.002.1.g]. This process is classified as a Minor Development application [LOC 50.07.003.14.a.ii(3)].

Application Procedure

The applicant files a formal application with the Planning and Building Services Department using the Land
Use Application form available on our website at www.lakeoswego.city or at the Planning Department
counter.

Submitted plans and attachments are routed to all concerned City departments for review. The City has 30
days to determine whether the application is “complete.” If the application is “incomplete,” a letter will be
sent to the applicant indicating what additional information is necessary. When the application is
“complete,” the City mails a Notice of Application to surrounding property owners and affected
neighborhood associations, which begins a 14-day public comment period.

Who Makes the Decision?

Planning staff will make the decision on the application following the public comment period. The
application will be evaluated on the basis of the information provided by the applicant, the criteria listed in
the pertinent sections of the City’'s Community Development Code and other applicable codes, public
comment, and inspection of the property. The following flow chart identifies the typical review process for
the application; however, special circumstances may increase certain processing times.
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