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As with any public comment process, participation in Open City Hall is voluntary.  The statements in this record are not
necessarily representative of the whole population, nor do they reflect the opinions of any government agency or elected
officials.  
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Introduction

The City Manager’s Proposed budget was released April 18.  The Budget Committee, made up of the
City Council and seven appointed citizens, will review, discuss, and recommend their budget to the
Council.  The City Council will adopt a final budget on June 4. 

The Budget Committee is scheduled to meet April 25, May 2 and May 9 at 6:00 in City Hall.   The
Budget Committee encourages citizens to learn about proposed changes to the budget and to provide
input.  Attending the meetings and providing direct input is very useful to the process.  If you are not
able to attend a meeting, an online opportunity is available here through Open City Hall for each
meeting.  

This onine comment period is for the April 25, 6:00 meeting at City Hall.
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As of April 25, 2013,  5:26 PM, this forum had:
Attendees: 74
Participants: 15
Minutes of Public Comment: 45

14 participants posted comments
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Name not shown inside First Addition April 25, 2013,  9:13 AM

I am concerned about slapping Full, Faith & Credit on every piece of debt the City issues. Our bond
consultants say it gives us a lower borrowing rate. But at what cost? What is the interest rate
differential w/ or w/o F , F & C? Are we not jeopardizing our bond rating in the future as our debt
explodes? Why aren't sewer and water revenue bonds able to stand on their own? We aren't going to
default and do without water or sewer are we?

Name not shown inside Oak Creek April 24, 2013,  8:51 PM

As I look at the budget, I do not see a great deal of spending that is frivolous.  Sewer, water, roads,
fire trucks, replacement of key city facilities are highlighted, as well as the cultural and educational
programs and services that make LO a place that we all want to live in.  What DOES concern me is
the level of FTE and the salary levels of those personnel.  In addition, there are continued cost of
living increases.  These salary expenses create higher PERS obligations, too.  

I work for the State of Oregon, so I am not saying this as a person who is anti-public employees.
Quite the contrary.  But I know the salary scale for managers and administrative support personnel is
much lower at the state.  State workers (and managers) have had no salary increases for years, and
have had to take mandatory furloughs of 10-14 days per biennium that have further reduced our pay
by 3% per year during the last few years of particular fiscal crisis.  

By reducing salary levels through negotiation (labor) and policy (management), and further increasing
their contribution to health care costs, total compensation costs could be reduced by at least 5-10%.

Overall staffing levels need to be addressed as well.  The proposed budget only cuts about 3 FTEs,
and these are small parts of FTEs that are vacant.  An across the board cut of 5% of staff would bring
us closer to the level of FTE per capita that existed 10 years ago.  For example, I would be happy with
fewer publications from the city.  Unfortunately, we all need to work harder and make less these days.
The city should do its part.

Name not shown inside Palisades April 24, 2013,  1:04 PM

I support our council and citizens budget committee in the concept of taking care of the basic core
services first and doing those well and then using what's left over for the nice to do things.  That's how
we budget around here.  No vacation if the roof needs replaced.  No Nordstrom outfit if the car needs
new tires.  The City seems to think that there's this endless supply of money and our past council
wasted a whole lot of money on consultants and dream projects in pursuit of satisfying Metro,
developers, lawyers and clients at the expense of taking care of our city infrastructure, roads, parks,
natural areas, etc...  

I think we have far too many people in the economic development, planning and parks departments.
These people are doing a lot of make work--over regulating, over thinking and over doing everything.
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Get the city back to an attitude of serving citizens and doing the basics very well.  Then you'll have a
livable city.

Name not shown inside North Shore Country Club District April 23, 2013,  7:49 PM

I served on one of the numerous long range Planning committees.  We worked diligently and
thoughtfully at our task.  To see this City Council making light of all the hours and content so many LO
Citizens contributed to in an effort to be a good citizen is frankly repulsive.  I have very serious
concerns about the direction of this new City Council.  They seem to have a long thought-out agenda
of change for the negative.  LO citizens please take note, do your own research and be well informed.

Craig Stevens perfectly expressed my thoughts in his Citizen's View in the LO Review, April 18, 2013.
There has been more than adequate care-taking of the funds of this city, yet last Falls' election
campaigns from 3 newly elected City council members would have one believe that LO was, and is, in
financial peril.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  LO has been and remains AAA bond rated.
Please do your own research.

Lake Oswego is a city of great livability.  A place people choose to live over many other areas
because of its livability.  Very good schools, marvelous parks, city market, great art, #1 rated Library
in Oregon, an Adult Community Center admired by all. This isn't a question of eliminating these things
to balance city necessities.  We have done it all.  We are just fine and could continue to be if the
alarmists rethink actuality and not let their fears control their thinking.  Let's ask that this City Council
to take a breathier and value this very special place of livability.

Name not shown inside Holly Orchard April 23, 2013,  1:23 PM

Over the years I have had very good interactions with city staff and have been impressed with their
professionalism. It does seem, however, that there are more of them than at cities of comparable size.

As a citizen, I see things I like such as the flowers around town. When I see infrastructure needs such
as sidewalks, road maintenance, and bike/walking paths, however, I question the money spent on
maintenance of the WEB, the Second Street project, and the cost to upgrade small sections of
sidewalks that are slightly out of kilter in the better neighborhoods.

Frugality, commonsense priorities, and good management are needed.

1 Supporter

Name not shown inside Bryant April 23, 2013,  1:14 PM

I would like to personally thank Dave Berg for all he doing to help with our budget. From reading his
letters in the Oswego Review I pretty much agree with everything he says.  You guys have a tough job
and I think with the new leadership in our city government we won't be wasting money as we have in
the past. 
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On another point, I wonder if the city has ever looked into idea of the city providing some sort of public
transit system.  Look at what Wilsonville as done with their Smart Transit.  We could do something on
a much smaller scale.  As a senior citizen living in Lake Grove,  I would love to be able to get on a
van, bus, trolley, boat or whatever and go down to the core of Lake Oswego and enjoy the parks,
restaurants, shopping, library, and other amenities we have at the other end of the lake.  I just wonder
if this idea has ever been seriously considered in the past.  I do think it is just a matter of time before
our aging general population will support some sort of LO Public Transit.

Bryant Neighborhood

Name not shown inside Oak Creek April 23, 2013, 10:07 AM

I am still waiting to see what decisions will be made to bring our spending into more sustainable
levels. Our new Mayor & Council have much to do to cut back and prioritize capital improvement
projects. (Why are we doing this 2nd street project?) In my opinion, I would love to see some staff
cuts in city government. How about starting with the positions that duplicate services within City Hall?
The only specific I would inquire about is how the city determines which landscape projects have
professional landscape maintenance and which are maintained by city crews. Who is overseeing the
costs involved and who is overseeing the work load of our city employed maintenance workers? Any
opportunity to save there? Lastly, I would strongly advise the city to weigh our need to have a full time
park ranger? I see him in his green truck once and a while and I wonder what he does all day and
what the cost is to the city. Time for priorities as far as this LO citizen sees it.

2 Supporters

Name not shown outside LO April 22, 2013,  9:51 PM

I greatly appreciate the Council including a reduction in property taxes to help offset the huge
increase in the water/sewer rates. Also half of the LOSD funding should  now go towards paid
internships and employment retaining  and job opportunities for the unemployed well educated youth
and retraining of Lake Oswego of  stay at home mothers to go back to work - LOSD would  not be
where it without these unung heroes of Lake Oswego. The City also needs a better transportation for
the disabled, and senior citizens  by having street cars to Tualatin, Beaverton Downtown Portland etc.
It's time Lake Oswego looked beyond paved street and unlimited funding for LOSD and Police dept
and more services for the  for all citizens!

Gerry Good inside Evergreen April 22, 2013,  8:08 PM

Given the projected cost increases in personnel costs and PERS, it is imperative that some services
need to be outsourced to reduce their cost yet there is appears to be no plan to evaluate and assess
how when this may be done.
The future is clear. Costs continue to rise and will outpace revenue growth. Simple mathematics tell
us that the situation cannot continue. Therefore, we must begin to reduce head count and the "load"
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of benefits it costs the city. Families cannot continue to outspend their resources. Why should the
city? For example, a logical first step might be park maintenance. There are certainly firms who would
bid on that work. Keep a supervisor to make sure the contractor does the work as per the contract.
Same for vehicle maintenance and perhaps even building maintenance. Start with the "commodity"
type services and use them for a year; then move on to more complicated areas.
The other topic that bears study is a financial strategy for the City. Is it really the prudent thing to use
full faith and credit bonds for the water project? Perhaps revenue bonds would be better so that full
faith will be available for future needs? Have we really thought through all this with the use of bond
counsel? Yes, full faith and credit may be 0.5% cheaper for the water project but will it cost the City 
more or even limit our borrowing in the future? That needs to be clearly thought through.

1 Supporter

Name not shown inside Palisades April 22, 2013,  7:14 PM

Investing in core City services and prioritizing spending will keep LO the great City that it is.  People
like good roads where they live, not only on "Main Street".  They like to know that a well equipped fire
department is at the ready if they need one, same goes for the police department.  
I greatly appreciate the Council including a reduction in property taxes to help offset the huge
increase in the water/sewer rates.  If some of the neighbors don't agree with that they can certainly
decline their tax decrease.  Isn't that fair?
Many thanks to the new City Council and City Manager for trying to get this City turned in the right
direction.  A self-supporting, prospering City.
Thank you.

1 Supporter

Name not shown inside Lake Grove April 22, 2013,  6:20 PM

I encourage Council to consider the comments of all citizens when making budget decisions. Even
though there is written reference to the town hall meeting, there was never a clear synopsis of
community output presented to the budget committee at the first meeting. They were told they could
optionally go to a website and view comments if they were interested.  Many of the Council meetings
since have had a preponderance of certain political factions speaking and these comments appear to
be influencing most of the decisions (the Comprehensive Plan meeting is a great example) Council
makes as it references, "but this is what the community wants." 

There are many who believe this Council has a pre-planned agenda for goals and budgets (and has
had since before taking office and secretly appointing an new City Manager) to accommodate certain
political factions.

I am waiting to see how the budget meetings pan out, but I really believe the intent of this Council is to
gut anything that is not infrastructure with little regard to the notion of livibility that attracted so many
of us to this wonderful City and to the City employees and their families. Since most of the cutting has
to come from the general fund, we can expect cuts in the cultural aspects of City services (library,
parks and open spaces, recreation for youth and adults, sports, and community events). If I wanted
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Tigard-like offerings, I would have moved there rather than buy a much more expensive home here.

The budget CUT packages presented at the April 25 meeting will be a great indicator of the desires of
this Council and the future direction of our City.

1 Supporter

Randy Zmrhal inside Lakewood April 22, 2013,  4:34 PM

Make sure all budget analysis and related decisions are "all inclusive", meaning that the cost of a
program/project include the initial capital outlay, and also the subsequent annual operating costs once
the project is completed. This may alter the decision making process of the many projects on the
boards. 

Be frugal, make decisions as if the money is your money. 

Fund a rainy day fund each year.

5 Supporters

Name not shown inside Blue Heron April 22, 2013,  3:52 PM

Sculptures somewhat overdone
Is it safe to take a run?
Lack of bike paths is alarming
Thank goodness we still have farming.

2 Supporters

Margaret Anderson inside Lakewood April 22, 2013,  3:10 PM

Please include money for the improvements of the city, not just repairing the streets.  That is what
makes Lake Oswego great!  The people of this city are even willing to pay a few more dollars in taxes
if we are improving the liveability of the city.  Remember, the role of the City Council is to plan ahead
for improving the City, not trying to keep it the same.  If we don't move forward, we go backward.  We
never stay the same!
Margaret Anderson
515 North Shore Road
503-636-9292

1 Supporter
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