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CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Development Review Committee Minutes 

April 15, 2013 

 

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 

Chair Don Richards called the Development Review Commission meeting of April 15, 2013, to 
order at approximately 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber of City Hall at 380 “A” Avenue, Lake 
Oswego, Oregon. 

Members present:  Chair Don Richards, Vice chair Gregg Creighton, Brent Ahrend, Ann 
Johnson, David Poulson and Bob Needham 

Members excused:  Frank Rossi 

Staff present:  Hamid Pishvaie, Assistant Planning Director, Evan Boone, Deputy City 
Attorney, Johanna Hastay, Senior Planner and Janice Reynolds, 
Administrative Support  

FINDINGS 

None 
 
MINUTES 

Commissioner Ahrend moved to approve the minutes of February 4, 2013

Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the minutes of February 20, 2013, as submitted. 
Commissioner Creighton seconded the motion; passed unanimously. 

, as submitted. 
Commissioner Johnson seconded the motion; passed unanimously. 

PUBLIC HEARING 

LU 13-0003: A request for the first formal annual review of the Traffic Maintenance and 
Monitoring Plan for Our Lady of the Lake Parish, as required per Condition G of LU 09-0029. The 
hearing has been continued from March 18, 2013, in order to provide additional opportunity 
for any person to testify before the Commission.  

The property is located at: 650 A Avenue. (Tax Lot 8700 of Tax Map 21E 03CD and Tax Lots 
13500, 13600, & 13700 of Tax Map 21E 03DC). The staff coordinator is Johanna Hastay.  

Deputy City Attorney Evan Boone outlined the applicable procedure and time limits. He asked 
the Commissioners to declare conflicts of interest, ex parte contacts, bias, and their 
employment. Commissioners Johnson (retired housing program manager), Needham (retired 
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lawyer), and Poulson (civil engineer) were familiar with the site and declared no conflicts of 
interest, bias, or ex parte contacts. Vice Chair Creighton (architect) and Chair Richards 
(landscape architect and arborist) have visited the site and also declared no conflicts of interest, 
bias, or ex parte contacts. 

Commissioner Ahrend recused himself from this portion of the meeting and excused himself 
from the room. 

When invited, no one present challenged the authority of any Commissioner to hear the 
application. 

STAFF REPORT 

There was no additional staff report. 
 
APPLICANT 

Group MacKenzie, Chris Clemow, 1515 SE Water Ave. Ste. 100, Portland, Oregon 97214. 
For clarification, this was the first of three monitoring elements. Mr. Clemow acknowledged 
they exceeded the condition outlined in the condition G(2)(C). There has been an increase in 
traffic. The findings in the staff report were generally consistent with what Group MacKenzie 
reported. It was decided that communication to parents would be the best way to 
communicate regarding traffic routes in and out of the school. Mr. Clemow cited 
announcements similar to such communication in the school newsletter earlier in the year. 
Since then a letter went out from the church to the faculty and parents explaining the traffic 
and queuing issues at the school. MacKenzie Group believed that education was very successful 
and was an appropriate first step. If issues still persisted then it would be appropriate to 
continue with the next two monitoring elements. 
 

Our Lady of the Lake Parish – Joan Codd, Lake Oswego, Oregon 97034. 
Ms. Codd stated that they now understood the concerns of the neighborhood which were in 
addition to the queuing issue. They were sympathetic to these concerns and have listened to 
what the neighborhood had to say. To that end a letter went out to parents and faculty which 
explained the issue and asked for a commitment to not use 8th Street. In this letter a request to 
sign and return was included to demonstrate this commitment. There has been an 80% return. 
For most people, it has been a habit to use that route and some individuals simply forgot even 
though they signed the commitment letter. It was suggested to continue with retraining 
through newsletters in the fall with follow up communications if needed. Ms. Codd predicted 
on going education as new families moved into the neighborhood and attended the school. The 
goal was to keep children safe as well as being a good neighbor.  
 

PROPONANT 

None 
 



 

City of Lake Oswego Development Review Committee Minutes 
April 15, 2013 

Page 3 of 5 

 

OPPOSED 

None 
 
NEITHER FOR OR AGAINST 

Carol Goss, Lake Oswego, Oregon 97034 

Ms. Goss shared an observation she made on April 3 where she witnessed cars using the “short 
cut” to avoid the school zone on A Avenue. She believed that there would always be someone 
who used this short cut and it may remain a problem. 
 
Paden Prichard, Evergreen Neighborhood Association, Lake Oswego, Oregon 97034 
Mr. Prichard began by thanking the school for their efforts in communicating and educating the 
parents regarding this problem. He suggested that a further analysis of which parents come 
from the east and travel west on A Avenue could benefit from direct communication regarding 
the traffic problem. He further believed it may continue as an issue each year as the 20 miles 
per hour school zone would encourage using the Evergreen route. 
 
REBUTAL 

Jane Slimsby, Business Manager at Our Lady of the Lake, Lake Oswego, OR 97304 

Ms. Slimsby clarified that the letters went to all parents and faculty because there was no way 
to determine which direction the parents were traveling from in the afternoon when they 
picked up their children. She also stated that the school enrollment for the coming year 
included about 10% of new families coming into the school. These families needed to be 
educated, where the rest of the families simply required reminding. Enrollment remained at 
approximately 230 students, but the school was licensed for up to 320 students. 

DELIBERATIONS 

The Commission observed that the original traffic study was based upon the 320 enrollment 
maximum. There was going to be more opportunities to monitor how the growth of the school 
impacted traffic in coming years. 

The Commissioners appreciated the school being present tonight and of the work done for this 
issue. 

Commissioner Johnson moved to approve LU 13-0003; Commissioner Ahrend seconded; it 
passed 6-0. 
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AP 13-01 [TR 499-12-03474]: A request by Jessica Lee Stephens to remove three Douglas fir 
trees under a Type II permit for landscaping purposes. The hearing has been continued from 
April 1, 2013 in order to provide additional opportunity for any person to testify before the 
Commission.  

The property is located at 4230 Collins Way (Tax Lot 9900 of Tax Map 21E 08BC). The staff 
coordinator is Andy Gulizia. 

Deputy City Attorney Evan Boone outlined the applicable procedure and time limits. He asked 
the Commissioners to declare conflicts of interest, ex parte contacts, bias, and their 
employment. Commissioners Johnson (retired housing program manager), Needham (retired 
lawyer), Poulson (civil engineer), Ahrend (traffic engineer), Vice Chair Creighton (architect), and 
Chair Richards (landscape architect and arborist) were familiar with the site and declared no 
conflicts of interest, bias, or ex parte contacts. There were no site visits since the April 1 
meeting. 

When invited, no one present challenged the authority of any Commissioner to hear the 
application. 

STAFF REPORT 

There was no additional staff report since the report summited at the April 1 meeting. 
 
APPLICANT 

There was no additional information presented. 
 
PROPONANT 

Pam Keuneke, Lake Oswego, Oregon 97305. 

Ms. Keuneke reported she was in favor of the removal of the trees due to safety/hazard issues 
related to how the subdivision was built on top of an old grove. She believed that taking the 
trees one at a time with a year in between to adapt would be an unfair burden to the home 
owners who have worked tirelessly on the landscaping. She was hoping the issue could be 
referred to an arborist and that both trees be removed at the same time.  
 
OPPOSED 

Jeff Novak, Chair of the Waluga Neighborhood Association, Lake Oswego, Oregon 97035. 
Mr. Novak reported that unfortunately they were unable to get their own arborists or 
specialists out to look at the trees. The Association believed there was going to be a significant 
negative impact caused by the removal of more than one or two trees at the edge of the grove. 
Mr. Novak cited two other independent studies which contradicted the staff report’s analysis. 
The site was in an area prone to wind damage as witnessed during two different wind storms in 
the past. There was concern over how other older trees in the grove would react when the 



 

City of Lake Oswego Development Review Committee Minutes 
April 15, 2013 

Page 5 of 5 

 

grove was opened up. The Association didn’t see the need to have the trees removed all at 
once and based upon the negative impact (safety and cost) were opposed to their removal. 
They believed taking the extra step to condition the removal of large or vegetation trees would 
ensure no negative impact. 
 
NEITHER FOR OR AGAINST 

None 

REBUTAL 

None 

DELIBERATIONS 

Chair Richards explained how an arborist’s scientific process was used in analyzing trees. He 
stated that after viewing the videos, the removal of the proposed trees, wouldn’t have made a 
difference in the examples provided from 1995 and 1996. He stated that he did not see a 
scientific rationale for removing the trees years apart and believed it would create an onerous 
situation for the applicant. He believed that the applicant has met all the requirements. 

Another Commissioner added that they cannot know or foresee what nature was going to do. 
The best the Commission should rely on the report from the arborists that was submitted, 
which was scientific in nature.  

Commissioner Johnson moved to approve AP 13-01 [TR 499-12-03474], Commissioner Poulson 
seconded; it passed 6-0. 

GENERAL PLANNING AND OTHER BUSINESS 

None 

ADJOURNMENT  

There being no further business, Chair Richards adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:30 
p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

     /s/ Janice Reynolds 

Janice Reynolds 
Administrative Support  
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