
  
CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

HISTORIC RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 
  

June 11, 2003 
 

================================================================================= 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

 
Chair Jeannie McGuire called the June 11, 2003 meeting of the Historic Resources 
Advisory Board to order at 7:05 p.m. in the Human Resources Conference Room of 
City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present included Chair McGuire, Jodie MacLean and Sarah Neitzel.  Vice 
Chair Kasey Brooks Holwerda, and Howard Shapiro were excused and Charles Hagen, 
and Susan Headlee were absent.  City Councilor Gay Graham attended the meeting as 
Council Liaison.  Justine Thede, Julia Marx and Peter Rodway were guests.  Staff 
present were Claire Kellog, City Library and Sidaro Sin, Associate Planner. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of February 12, 2003 were approved by unanimous agreement of those 
members present and eligible to vote. 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Board Membership 

The Board directed Mr. Sin to find out who was slated to serve in Ms. Headlee’s 
position on the board. 
 
Oswego Pioneer Cemetery 

Ms. McGuire circulated a newspaper article regarding the Oswego Pioneer Cemetery. 
 
“Rosentreter House” 

Ms. McGuire and Ms. MacLean agreed to continue their research to determine the 
correct historic name of the house that was referred to as “the Rosentreter House.”  Ms. 
McGuire reported that long-term local residents believed that house was located at 696 
5th Street and not at 469 7th Street.  She observed that it was the house on 7th Street that 
was on the Landmark Designation List.  She related that she had visited with the owner 
of the house on 7th Street, and found that he had not been aware of any controversy over 
the name, he explained that the structure had been relocated, and he planned to research 
the historic name and report back to the HRAB so that he could have a Landmark 
Designation Plaque placed on the house. 
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Sundeleaf House on Phantom Bluff 

Mr. Sin let Board members know that the Sundeleaf House on Phantom Bluff was on 
the market and prospective buyers were asking Planning Department staff whether the 
City would allow the structure to be remodeled or expanded. 
 
Portland House Identifier 

Mr. Sin distributed copies of an article, “Portland House Identifier.” 
 
Block 138 

Mr. Sin related that the City Manager encouraged the HRAB to recommend a specific 
design, location and cost for an historic element in the Block 138 development.  The 
members agreed to fashion their recommendation at their next meeting.  Meanwhile, 
Mr. Sin was to e-mail all members the original list of suggestions the Board had made 
to the development team at a past HRAB meeting and the members were to individually 
visit the site to look for a good location for the display.  They recalled the developer’s 
representatives had indicated the developer would pay for the historic element.  They 
considered a suggestion for a kiosk to feature computerized photographs and 
information on local landmark houses.  They agreed that the display should be located 
in an area that would be safe from vandalism.  Councilor Graham encouraged the Board 
to prioritize this effort in order to ensure that an historic element was included in a 
public area of the development at the projected time of completion of Block 138 in 
October 2003. 
 
Comparison of City and National Registries 

The Board planned to notify the national organization that one house on the National 
Register - at 13100 SW Riverside Drive - had been demolished if Mr. Sin’s research 
confirmed that it was gone.  They also planned to discuss at their next meeting a draft of 
a letter inviting the local owners of homes on the National Register to place the sites on 
the City’s Landmark Designation List.  Mr. Rodway confirmed that his mother’s house 
was on the Landmark Designation List and he related that she would like to have a 
Landmark Designation Plaque placed on the house.  The Board directed Mr. Sin to 
provide him with information about how to apply for a plaque. 
 

IV. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Trueblood House Update 

HRAB members examined two letters from the Oregon Department of Transportation 
(ODOT) that discussed access to the Trueblood House site.  One had been sent to Mr. 
Sin and the other to Trueblood House neighbors.  Mr. Sin explained that the City 
planned to take the position that the driveway should be allowed to continue to serve as 
access to the site from Highway 43 because it had existed prior to 1949, when ODOT 
initiated a permit process for access.  He also reported that an ODOT representative had 
indicated that the shared Glenmorrie Terrace access was not a permitted access and she 
had provided the neighbors with application documents to request permission to use it.  
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Mr. Sin reported that Councilor Karl Rohde also planned to discuss the issue with the 
neighbors. 
 
Mission Statement 

When the members worked on a draft of the HRAB Mission Statement, Councilor 
Graham suggested that they include language that the HRAB would help strengthen 
neighborhood identities by coordinating their efforts with those of the City Library and 
the Oswego Heritage Council and ensuring that each neighborhood was aware of the 
history of its own area.  Ms. McGuire suggested that language that called for 
designating public landmarks with a commemorative plaque be augmented by adding 
the words “and by an annual Merit Award.” 
 
Merit Award 2004 

The members recalled that Mr. Hagen and Ms. MacLean had offered to draw and color 
an illustration for the Merit Award.  Ms. McGuire suggested that the Board engage a 
calligrapher who had previously provided calligraphy for the Merit Award.  The Board 
agreed to present the Merit Award at the same time that they presented the next group 
of Landmark Designation Plaques. 
 
Chapter 58, Historic Preservation and “Frequently Asked Questions” Handout 

The members agreed to each examine a draft document entitled “Frequently Asked 
Questions” prior to the next meeting and discuss it at that meeting. 
 
Farmer’s Market Table 

Ms. McGuire reported that no Oswego Heritage Council members had yet volunteered 
to help staff a table at the Farmer’s Market.  HRAB members discussed selling 
reproductions of postcards of historic structures at the event and showing their slide 
presentation of local historic structures.  Claire Kellog, Lake Oswego Library, reported 
that the Library staff had won a grant to catalogue historic documents held by the 
library, the Oswego Heritage Council, and other groups that focused on local history.  
Councilor Graham encouraged the Board to focus on their mission to educate the public 
about City history.  The members agreed to continue to discuss ideas for the Farmer’s 
Market project at their next meeting. 
 
Walking Tour Brochures 

The members considered how to update their “Walking Tour” brochures.  They 
discussed suggestions to reach out to neighborhood associations in that effort and to 
interview local people who could remember things that would add to local history.  
They discussed how a coordinated effort with the library staff and the Oswego Heritage 
Council could serve to educate the public about the importance of historic preservation.  
Ms. Kellog related that she was indexing historic materials by neighborhood in the 
reference section of the City Library.  When the Board compared the focus of the 
Oswego Heritage Council and the HRAB, Ms. McGuire emphasized the Board’s role in 
protection of historic structures.  She explained that state regulations were not strong 
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enough to prevent demolition of landmark structures, but that private owners could 
protect their property with historic easements.  Councilor Graham encouraged the 
Board to keep up their educational efforts and join forces with the Parks & Recreation 
Advisory Board and other local groups that could help with preservation projects.  The 
high school student guests indicated their interest in helping with projects and they 
suggested that the Board conduct a walking tour for local school students.  The 
members agreed to continue to distribute their remaining supply of brochures.  Ms. 
McGuire offered to assist Mr. Sin in revising the brochures.  The members considered a 
suggestion to produce a new brochure for the Lake Grove neighborhood next, and then 
create one for each of the other neighborhoods. 
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
National Trust Historic Preservation Conference 2005 

The members discussed a suggestion to apply for a grant offer for a tour of City 
landmarks to people attending the 2005 National Trust Historic Preservation 
Conference to be held in Portland. 
 
Website 

Mr. Sin confirmed for the student guests that there was a link to the HRAB website and 
the Oswego Heritage Council website from the City website. 
 
Black House Open House 

The Board received notification of an “open house” to be held on July 9, 2003 at the 
Black House, 1125 Maple Street.  They observed the structure was on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting was scheduled for July 9, 2003.  There being no further business, the 
meeting was adjourned at 9:53 p. m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sidaro Sin 
Associate Planner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved 9/10/03 
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