
  
CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

HISTORIC RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 
 

September 10, 2003 
 

================================================================================= 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

 
Chair Jeannie McGuire called the September 10, 2003 meeting of the Historic 
Resources Advisory Board to order at 7:02 p.m. in the Human Resources Conference 
Room of City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present included Chair Jeannie McGuire, Vice Chair Kasey Brooks 
Holwerda, Charles Hagen, Haley Johnson, Jodie MacLean, Sarah Neitzel, Scot Siegel*, 
and Jim Miller (alternate member).  Howard Shapiro was absent.  Bob Galante, 
Director, Lake Oswego Redevelopment Agency, also attended the meeting.  Staff 
present was Sidaro Sin, Associate Planner. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
*Scott Siegel joined the meeting at 7:09 p.m. 
 
The Minutes of May 14, 2003; June 11, 2003 and July 9, 2003 were approved by 
unanimous agreement after the June 11, 2003 draft minutes were corrected to reflect the 
following:  Strike sentence on page 2 reporting that all houses on the City’s Landmark 
Designation List were also on the National Register of Historic Places.  (Ms. McLean 
clarified that one house on the national list was not on the local listing.)  Clarify that the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation Conference was to be held in 2005, but that 
HRAB representatives were to meet with conference planning representatives in 2004. 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Historic Element in Foothills Park as well as George Rogers Park 
 
Chair McGuire circulated copies of communications between the Oswego Heritage 
Council (OHC), the Mayor and City Councilors, the City Manger and Chair McGuire 
regarding an OHC-sponsored proposal for an historic element in the proposed Foothills 
Park.  Ms. Brooks Holwerda and Mr. Hagen reported they had attended an informal 
meeting at George Rogers Park to hear Susanna Kuo present the proposal to include 
historic elements found in that park and to replicate an early iron industry casting house 
to serve as a picnic shelter in the proposed Foothills Park.  They circulated Ms. Kuo’s 
plan and an old photograph of the structure.  They noted that the casting house had a 
sand floor that served as a mold for pig iron.  They explained that the OHC was 
lobbying the City Council to change an existing plan for a picnic shelter in Foothills 
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Park.  The HRAB members discussed whether to offer their support to the OHC effort.  
They observed the Foothills Park design process was already in progress and that 
because the replica could not be constructed in the exact same spot as the original 
casting house and because the park area was to be re-graded, visitors would not be able 
to see important topographic aspects of the operation’s access and supply routes.  
However, they noted the design of the casting house did resemble a picnic shelter.  Ms. 
Brooks Holwerda invited the members to join an OHC/City Councilors tour of historic 
sites at the parks the following Friday.  She promised to provide progress reports 
regarding the OHC effort.  Mr. Sin suggested that the Board plan to discuss the proposal 
at their joint meeting with the City Council on October 14, 2003. 
 
New HRAB Members 
 
Chair McGuire welcomed new Board members Scot Siegel and Haley Johnson (high 
school liaison) and alternate member, Jim Miller. 
 
HRAB Presentation 
 
The Board agreed to a request from Carman Oaks to present a program to the residents 
in November.  They decided to schedule the presentation for November 18, 2003. 
 
Rehab Oregon Right 
 
Chair McGuire reported that she had attended “Rehab Oregon Right” and had gathered 
helpful materials at the event. 
 
Email Roster Updated 
 
The members updated their email addresses. 
 

IV. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Trueblood House 
 
Mr. Sin reported that the City planned to hire a consultant to accomplish lot and tree 
grove surveys at the Trueblood House site so that information would be available to the 
City Council when they discussed the HRAB’s proposal to preserve the Trueblood 
House.  He also reported that the City had not yet received a response from the Oregon 
Department of Transportation clarifying the issue of access. 
 
Mission Statement and HRAB Role 
 
The HRAB examined a draft Mission Statement and then approved it by unanimous 
vote after they directed the staff to modify the format (by removing bullets) to make it 
more concise. 
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Chapter 58, Historic Preservation and Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 
 
The Board examined and approved the draft “Chapter 58, Historic Preservation, and 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)” document by consensus after they replaced the 
word “worthy” with the phrase “eligible for protection.” 
 
Walking Tour Brochures 
 
The Board generally agreed to order 2,500 First Addition and 2,500 Old Town updated 
Walking Tour brochures after Mr. Sin reported they could be produced for a total cost 
of $1,700 if all the work was done by the HRAB and City staff.   
 
Glenmorrie Park Historic Element 
 
Mr. Sin reported that the Glenmorrie Park design was behind schedule and that the staff 
would seek HRAB input during the design of the historic display there. 
 
Block 138 Historic Element 
 
HRAB members discussed ideas for an historic element in the Block 138 development 
with Bob Galante, Director, Lake Oswego Redevelopment Agency, (LORA).  Chair 
McGuire reported that she and Ms. MacLean had toured the development with Mr. 
Galante to look for possible locations for the element.  The members agreed to pursue 
the following possibilities for the historic element: 
 
1. Davidson Pharmacy historic plaque on a stand. 
2. A “Vault Map” showing the different shapes and phases of Sucker Lake and 

Oswego Lake that would be etched onto utility vault covers in Block 138.  The 
Board observed that the etchings could also serve as a background for rubbings 
made by school children.   

3. A photograph of the previous structures found on Block 138 taken from across the 
street.  The display would be located at the same spot (the Trolley stop) where the 
old photograph had been taken.   

4. Display a replica of an old map showing ownership of parcels of land between the 
Willamette River and Downtown.   

 
The Board agreed to consider a kiosk display at a later time.  They anticipated it might 
be lit and contain an historical artifact.   
 
Election of Officers 
 
Board members voted unanimously to elect Ms. McGuire and Ms. Brooks Holwerda as 
Co-chairs of the Historic Resources Advisory Board. 
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
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Joint Meeting with City Council 
 
Mr. Sin agreed to email Board members a suggested list of discussion topics prior to the 
HRAB’s joint meeting with the city Council on October 14, 2003. 
 
George Rogers Park 
 
Mr. Sin announced that the City Council had decided to proceed with the iron smelter 
restoration project and was to consider a means of funding and fundraising. The Board 
consensus was to support this effort.  Chair McGuire indicated her concern that 
proposed ramps and other features of waterfront improvement in Phases I and IIA of the 
project would be as close as ten feet to the smelter site. 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p. m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sidaro Sin 
Associate Planner 
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