
  
CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

HISTORIC RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 
 

February 11, 2004 
 

================================================================================= 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

 
Co-chair Jeannie McGuire called the February 11, 2004 meeting of the Historic 
Resources Advisory Board to order at 7:01 p.m. in the Human Resources Conference 
Room of City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present included Co-chairs Jeannie McGuire and Kasey Brooks Holwerda*, 
John Gordon, Haley Johnson, Sarah Neitzel, Howard Shapiro and Scot Siegel.  Charles 
Hagen was absent.  Julie Marx attended the meeting as a guest.  Staff present was 
Sidaro Sin, Associate Planner. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
None. 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
SHPO Policy Regarding National Register Historic Districts 
 
Mr. Sin circulated the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) draft Policy on 
National Historic Districts.  The members observed there were no historic districts in 
the City of Lake Oswego. 
 
Statement of Economic Interest 
 
Mr. Sin distributed a memorandum from the City Attorney alerting NRAB members 
that they would be receiving a packet from the Oregon Government Standards and 
Practices Commission that would include a Statement of Economic Interest that each 
member (except the student member) was to complete and return by April 15, 2004. 
 
Iron Smelter Restoration 
 
Mr. Sin distributed a memorandum from Councilor Gay Graham that Councilor John 
Turchi was encouraging the high schools to participate in a program to raise money for 
the smelter project.  Mr. Sin distributed copies of the City Council’s 2004 Goals.  He 
pointed out the Council had included a goal to develop a financing plan for smelter 
restoration.  He also reported the City was considering applying for a $250,000 
matching grant from the National Park Service program, “Save America’s Treasures.”  
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Mr. Sin recalled the City had received a cost estimate for restoring the smelter several 
years ago.  He recalled the estimate ranged from $150,000 (for basic stabilization) to 
$300,000 for complete stabilization (including re-pointing).  Ms. McGuire reported that 
she had received a memorandum from the Mayor about the financing plan asking for 
assistance from the HRAB in accomplishing this goal.  She also reported that Susanna 
Kuo had recently submitted to the City an assessment of why the smelter was eligible 
for national recognition. 
 
Heritage Conservation Division Meeting 
 
Mr. McGuire reported she had received a memorandum from the Oregon Historic 
Landmark Commission – Heritage Conservation Division, announcing a workshop on 
March 5, 2004. The communication also stated the Commission would put a 
questionnaire on their website to provide an opportunity for feedback from people who 
could not attend the meeting. 
 
Foothills Park 
 
Ms. McGuire announced the Development Review Commission was to hold a public 
hearing regarding Foothills Park at City Hall on March 1, 2004.  She circulated the 
hearing materials and observed that there was no reference to any historic element in 
the park. 
 
*Ms. Brooks Holwerda joined the meeting at 7:24 p.m.  She circulated a copy of a letter 
from Nancy Tongue supporting development of an historic element in George Rogers 
Park. 
 

IV. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Trueblood House 
 
Mr. Sin reported that the City Council had directed the staff to draft a plan to develop a 
roadway into the site for public use.  He anticipated the development application would 
be ready for DRC review in April or May, and the road could be constructed in the 
summer.  He explained that issues related to tree and stream resource protection zones 
and buffers had to be considered.  He anticipated that three off-road parking spaces 
would be installed.  The members wondered who would be responsible for extending 
the driveway to the house and whether residents of the home would be allowed to use 
the existing garage to park a car.  Mr. Sin agreed to discuss their questions with the City 
Attorney and email a development schedule. 
 
Walking Tour Brochure 
 
The Board examined copies of the draft Walking Tour Brochure created by Ms. 
McGuire and Ms. Neitzel.  The members suggested including a collage of historic 
photographs of the Odd Fellows Hall, the George Rogers House and the Smelter.  Ms. 
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McGuire, Ms. Neitzel and Mr. Sin were to choose photographs to include First Addition 
Neighborhood properties. 
 
George Rogers Park:  Smelter and Interpretation Center 
 
Ms. McGuire reported the task force that was helping to plan George Rogers Park had 
held two meetings and the next one was scheduled for March 18, 2004.  She said that 
the group included a representative from Greenworks, two representatives from the 
Oswego Heritage Council, an Old Town Neighborhood representative and three PRAB 
members.  She said they were discussing themes and what elements to include in the 
park.  She confirmed the roadway was to be moved away from the stone foundation. 
 
Landmark Designation Plaque Program - Name Designations 
 
The Board considered requests from the owners of two historic houses – Laidlaw House 
and Harris House – to change the plaque name to “Sunny Hill” and “Sundeleaf House.”  
They recalled that national and state historic organizations took the position that a 
surname or hyphenated surnames could to be used.  They noted that the City’s 
inventory used the historic name.  They concluded that the policy for the landmark 
plaques would be to use the historic name (as found in the inventory) and also consider 
hyphenated surnames if adequate documents/evidence supported it.  They also generally 
agreed that they would not provide a plaque that only had a date on it.  They indicated 
that they did not want to set a precedent of allowing geographic names and that they 
could agree to allow an owner to place another plaque below the City-provided plaque 
with a place name on it. 
 
Ms. Brooks Holwerda moved to adopt a policy to use the historic name listed in the 
City’s Cultural Resources Inventory unless someone provided evidence that 
someone else’s name should be hyphenated to the first name.  Mr. Shapiro 
seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous agreement of members present. 
 
The Board then confirmed for Mr. Sin that there was sufficient documentation to allow 
the name “Laidlaw-Ryan,” and the plaque on the other house should read “Harris 
House.” 
 
National Trust for Historic Preservation 2005 Conference 
 
Mr. Siegel and Jodie MacLean had agreed to present an HRAB proposal for a 
convention-related activity to the National Trust for Historic Preservation.  The Board 
discussed ideas for a tour, or tours that would include a Trolley and/or (Lake Oswego 
Corporation) barge excursion around the lake, a walking tour of Old Town and George 
Rogers Park, the Farmers Market, and tours of local historic homes.  Ms. Brooks 
Holwerda offered to bring the Lake Oswego Corporation’s lake tour brochure to the 
next meeting.  Mr. Siegel anticipated that he would seek help and advice from the Lake 
Corporation and the Oswego Heritage Council and he would talk with other 
organizations and residents who were knowledgeable about local history. 
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V. OTHER BUSINESS 

 
Lakeview Village Historic Elements 
 
Mr. Sin reported the developer of Lakeview Village had installed an antique boat in the 
Manzana restaurant.   
 
Jarvis Property Update 
 
Mr. Sin reported that his research found that a vendor, Barn Again, did not deconstruct 
barns.  He asked how serious the Board was about saving a palm tree on the Jarvis 
property.  He observed the tree was close to the house foundation and he said he 
understood that palm trees would likely not survive relocation.  The members heard 
suggestions to nominate it for the Heritage Tree Program.  They discussed whether it 
might be a significant enough tree to save.  Mr. Sin offered to take and email a 
photograph of the tree to the members.  Ms. McGuire reported the Jarvis property was 
now called “Tryon Cove Park,” and the Hart property had been designated the 
“Glenmorrie Greenway”. 
 
Alteration Fee 
 
Ms. McGuire directed the staff to revise and forward a draft letter regarding a fee for 
the exterior alteration of a landmark structure to the City Council. 
 
Merit Award 
 
Ms. McGuire recalled the Board had agreed at their previous meeting to honor Susanna 
Kuo with an award that featured an illustration of the smelter, and Mr. Hagen had 
agreed to provide the illustration.  She reported that Heirloom Artists had estimated that 
the calligraphy and frame for the award would cost $95 to $115, depending on the 
Board’s choice of frame. 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:41 p. m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Sidaro Sin 
Associate Planner 
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Approved 6/9/04 HRAB 
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