
 

 
CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

HISTORIC RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 
 

June 14, 2006 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

 
Chair Kasey Brooks Holwerda called the June 14, 2006 meeting of the Historic 
Resources Advisory Board to order at 7:10 p.m. in the Council Workroom of City Hall, 
380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present besides Chair Holwerda were Vice Chair John Gordon, Eric Baker, 
Tim Mather, Bruce Pomazal, Sarah Neitzel and Tia Ross.  Maya Rivera was absent.  
Guests were Sidaro Sin, Associate Planner; Jeannie McGuire, former HRAB chair; and 
Deborah Shimkus, who resided near the proposed location of the headgate display.  
Staff liaison was Paige Goganian, Associate Planner. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of January 11, 2006 and the Minutes of the Special Meeting on 
February 21, 2006 were approved by unanimous vote. 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Chair Brooks Holwerda welcomed new HRAB member, Bruce Pomazal. 
  

IV. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Trueblood House Sale 
 
Ms. Sin reported that seven proposals had been submitted than ranged from $271,000 to 
$350,000, and a revising committee hand chosen the proposal that bid $300,000.  He 
noted the winning proposal he been the second choice of the State Historic Preservation 
Office (SHPO).  He recalled that the review committee had not chosen a higher bid that 
proposed a major addition on top of the garage.  He announced the City Council was 
scheduled to review the committee’s recommendation on July 7, 2005.  He reported that 
the City Attorney had advised that “excess” proceeds from the sale of Trueblood House 
had to be deposited in the Open Space Bond Fund as a matter of public trust, because 
the voters approved the Open Space Bond Fund, and not any money-making venture.  
Ms. McGuire related that she had received a letter from Sam Trueblood and planned to 
write back to update him about the sale of the house. 
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Headgate 
 
Mr. Sin discussed three alternative locations for the headgate display.  He said the City 
Manager was primarily concerned that whatever location was selected had good 
emergency access and there would be room for a 50-foot maintenance access way for 
the Lake Corporation to use to maintain the operating headgate.  He report that the 
Parks and Recreation Department director did not want the display to be in a location 
that would interfere with a future viewing platform shown on the Canal Acres Master 
Plan, and the Natural Resources Coordinator did not want the display to be within a 
Resource Protection (RP) area.  He reported that about $10,000 had already been spent 
on the project.  He confirmed that the staff favored Option #1 (the original proposal) 
because it as outside the RP District, outside the Flood Plain and accessible.  Ms. 
Brooks Holwerda recalled the neighbors did not support that location.  Deborah 
Shimkus, who lived nearby, clarified that the neighbors wanted to keep the area as a 
natural area and she said to install the headgate at the originally proposed location 
would make it “Headgate Park.”  She said that would be obtrusive and not compatible 
with a natural area.  Mr. Sin reported that nearby resident and Planning Commissioner, 
Colin Cooper, had emailed that he preferred alternative #4.  Mr. Sin confirmed the staff 
could accept alternative location #4. 
 
Mr. Brooks Holwerda moved to select alternative location #4 for the display.  Mr. 
Baker seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  Deborah Shimkus, said that 
she was still worried that the display would become a safety hazard. 
 
Furnace Crucible Oswego Heritage Council Resolution 
 
Ms. Brooks Holwerda had drafted a letter to the City Council regarding the Heritage 
Council resolution.  Mr. Sin reported that the staff estimated the crucible weighed about 
30,000 pounds and they believed it would be enormously expensive to move it.  He 
estimated that it might cost about $25,000 to build a viewing platform around the 
current location, and he suggested an alternative solution of simply installing a bonze 
interpretive plaque.  Ms. Goganian recalled there were already some benches at the site.  
She noted that given the costs associated with moving the 30,000 pound artifact, there 
were concerns about the feasibility of  the Heritage Council’s suggestion to move it to a 
turnaround in front of the Ram Restaurant, or to a location in Foothills Park.  Ms. 
McGuire suggested that it would be reasonable to move it if it were likely to slide into 
the river during a big flood.  Ms. Brooks Holwerda offered to discuss the issue 
including why they recommended moving the crucible with the Oswego Heritage 
Council and report back to the Board at their next meeting.  She encouraged the HRAB 
members to visit the site in the interim. 
 
Furnace Task Force Update 
 
Ms. Neitzel reported that all jurisdictions involved in the project had approved the plan.  
Mr. Gordon reported the bottom of the furnace would be investigated to see what was 
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down there, as no one knew for certain.  He said bids for the archeological work would 
be invited after a June 27, 2006 meeting of potential bidders. 
 
Landmark Designation Plaques Program 
 
Ms. Goganian reported that invitations to the four new prospective candidates for 
plaques were about to be mailed out, and the follow-up letters to the rest of the 
prospective plaque recipients would be mailed out the following week.  Ms. Brooks 
Holwerda observed the Board had communicated with all prospective plaque recipients 
on the City’s Cultural Resources Inventory, and in the next phase of work, individual 
Board members were to identify potential candidates they found in the community so 
the Board could consider which property owners should be encouraged to apply to be 
on the Landmark Designation Listing.  She clarified the cutoff for the age of the 
structure was 50 years old.  However, a member suggested the Board also identify 
houses built in the late 1950s for future contact. 
 
House Bill 2776 – Special Assessment Program 
 
Ms. Goganian reported she had discussed renewal of the Special Assessment Program, 
which froze property taxes for historic structures, with the City Manager.  She advised 
that discussion of proposed change to the Code ordinance related to the program would 
require public notice.  She advised that the special tax status of each property expired 
after 15 years in the program, but the state allowed a local government to pass a local 
ordinance to renew the program.  She reported that of the seven affected properties, all 
were on the National Register of Historic Places; three were on the local Landmark 
Designation Listing; four would lose the protection of the program in two weeks, when 
their special status expired; and the protection of the other three would expire in the 
next year or two.  She said four owners had submitted letters that expressed their desire 
to continue the program. However, one of them was concerned that putting property on 
the local listing might make it harder to sell.  She anticipated that if the City renewed 
the program the current participants would have to reapply.  The Board generally 
indicated they wanted participation conditioned on adding the property to the local 
Landmark List, as well as the national listing.  Ms. Goganian recalled that SHPO 
representatives had advised her that local government was obliged to protect properties 
on the National Register, and the City Attorney’s office had advised that though the 
protection requirement has been acknowledged, it has never been tested in court.  She 
anticipated the proposed renewal would be considered by the City Council on 
September 5th.  The Board generally agreed that the staff should proceed to recommend 
that the City renew the program with a provision that participants place their property 
on the local Landmark List. 
 
Demolition Ordinance/Incentives 
 
Ms. Goganian recalled the Board wanted the City to offer incentives, such as a property 
tax break, to encourage more owners to put their property on the Landmark Designation 
Listing, which currently included 69 properties.  Ms. Brooks Holwerda agreed that the 
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staff should draft a related memorandum prior to an upcoming City Council work 
session, and clarify with other jurisdictions and the previous board staff liaison how 
such a program could be structured, and whether the City wanted to become Certified 
Local Government.  Ms. McGuire suggested grant elements of the program could be 
based on the Neighborhood Enhancement Program model. 
 
Website for Lake Oswego Landmark Designated List Properties 
 
Ms. Brooks Holwerda thanked the staff for setting up an HRAB website since the 
previous board meeting.  Ms. Goganian asked the board members to examine it and 
ensure all the information and links were correct, and to help the City’s IT webmaster 
insert links to some missing photographs.  A member suggested she arrange to bring a 
laptop computer to meetings so the Board could better examine and improve the site. 
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Board members examined the roster to see when members’ terms expired.  They agreed 
to hold an Election of officers at their next meeting.  Ms. Goganian advised that Ms. 
Brooks Holwerda could not run again for chair or co-chair because the rules said that no 
person could serve more than two consecutive terms as either chair or co-chair.   
However, she agreed to research whether Ms. Brooks Holwerda could continue to serve 
on the Board as a non-officer pending City Council appointment of a new member.  Ms. 
Brooks Holwerda related that the Oswego Heritage Council planned their first annual 
Oswego Heritage Council Historic Homes Tour the following spring.  She 
announced that she had been appointed to serve on the planning committee.  The Board 
discussed their booth setup and schedule for the Farmer’s Market.  Ms. McGuire 
related that she had recently visited historic English furnace sites.   
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paige Goganian /s/ 
Paige Goganian 
Associate Planner 
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