
 
 

City of Lake Oswego 
Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
January 10, 2007 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
Co-chair Tia Ross called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of January 10, 
2007 to order at 7:05 p.m. in the City Council Workroom of City Hall, 380 “A” 
Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present besides Co-chair Ross were Eric Baker, *Sarah Neitzel, Tim Mather, 
Bruce Pomazal and Kasey Brooks Holwerda.  Co-chair John Gordon was excused. 
 
Guests were Kevin and Sheila Perrin, David Adams and Jeannie McGuire.  Staff 
Liaison was Paige Goganian. 
 

II. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Kevin and Sheila Perrin, owners of Trueblood House, said they appreciated the fact 
that the Historic Resources Advisory Board (HRAB) had persuaded the City not to tear 
the house down.  They related a friend had told them the house was for sale.  They 
explained they hoped to work out driveway access issues with one of the neighbors and 
then create a schedule for a new driveway, landscaping and restoration activities.  They 
anticipated they would plant a row of trees which would help discourage neighbors 
from continuing to use the property to park vehicles and walk their dogs.  Ms. Goganian 
advised Landmark Designation and the project itself would require public notice, 
hearings and approval.  The Perrins confirmed they had been in contact with Dr. Sam 
Trueblood, who had confirmed that he had original items that had been in the house 
when he was a boy that he might be willing to sell them.  They related that they had 
worked on other, similar, projects for years with David Adams’ help.  Mr. Adams 
related that he had previously served on the Heritage Trust in Vancouver, Washington.  
He said Trueblood House was one of the most intact homes of its era (1917) that he had 
ever seen. 
 
The Perrins reported they had been pleased to find many items in Trueblood House 
were still intact, including fixtures, and the only major changes over the years had been 
to the kitchen and bath.  They said they found minimal dry rot; the fireplace was in 
excellent condition; and there had been only two coats of exterior paint and four coats 
of interior paint.  They explained they planned to heat the basement first and allow heat 
to gradually rise and acclimate the rest of the house before they worked on features like 
the hardwood floors.  They anticipated they would use a gas powered blower unit until 
they replaced the old furnace with some other type of system. 
 
The Perrins confirmed they understood the project was subject to the development 
permitting process at the expense of the applicant.  They anticipated that the final 
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landscape plan would feature a circle around a large redwood tree.  They said they 
planned to replace the garage, and retain the same size and general appearance, but with 
a lower roof to offer a better view from a house window.  They clarified they would 
keep the look of the screen porch, but it would actually be enclosed with glass.  They 
explained how they would relocate a bath so they could use the old staircase underneath 
that bath.  They said Dr. Trueblood had told them the fixtures in the basement were 
originally upstairs and the basement had been dug out in layers in the 1950s.  They said 
they planned to install an outside perimeter drain to address runoff that drained into the 
basement.  They offered to come back to another HRAB meeting to show their “walk-
through” video of the house. 
 
Board members encouraged the Perrins to suggest how the HRAB could make the 
process easier for future historic homebuyers.  The Perrins said they hoped that more 
properties like Trueblood House could be preserved by the City and they stressed the 
process should be fair to both the City and the potential purchasers.  They recalled the 
parties had found that the City could hold the preservation easement and not depend on 
other entities to do that.  The Board anticipated they would discuss how the City might 
make the process for designating a Landmark Designation property easier.  They said 
the Perrins were “trail blazers.”  They explained they were encouraging the City to offer 
“carrots,” like reduced fees, to encourage people to restore historic structures.  The 
Perrins and Mr. Adams left the meeting. 
 
*Ms. Neitzel joined the meeting. 
 

III. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Furnace Task Force 
 
Report postponed. 
 
Landmarks – Development and Real Estate Activity 
 
Members observed that the McVey property they had heard about from the real estate 
saleswoman at the last meeting was still on the market and listed as a “tear down.”    
 
Landmarks – Applications 
 
Ms. Goganian explained the process for adding to or removing property from the 
Landmark Designation List and pointed out the applicable Code sections.  She advised 
the HRAB could initiate an application and become the applicant, as well as hear and 
decide them.  She advised that the Board was also authorized to hear applications to 
demolish a listed structure.  She reported that only one property had been added to the 
List in the past few years.  She advised the Development Review Commission (DRC) 
heard most applications to alter such a structure (as a Major Development application), 
but those applications could be referred to the HRAB.  Board members observed the 
Landmark Designation List process should be simplified so it would be less of a 
challenge for an owner. 
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They recalled the owners of Trueblood House had also agreed to apply for being added 
to the list, and Ms. Goganian confirmed she was helping them understand the process 
and they had about twelve months to complete it.  Ms. Goganian pointed out the Code 
sections that described public notice requirements and the applicable criteria for 
designating a landmark.  She advised that state law required a hearing body to balance 
any conflicting economic, social, environmental and energy goals (after an ESEE 
Analysis) before applying legal protection to historic resources. The members agreed to 
discuss potential applications at their next meeting. 
 
State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) Training 
 
Board members agreed this was not an appropriate time to ask Trueblood House owners 
to host a SHPO training seminar. 
 
Headgate 
 
Ms. Goganian reported work on the Headgate would likely go forward more quickly 
when the weather was better.  She noted the interpretive part of the display still needed 
to be designed.  Ms. McGuire volunteered to look for someone to design it, or offer 
design ideas, and she planned to ask the Lake Oswego Corporation how the Headgate 
actually worked.  She also planned to talk with Jerry Knippel, Special Projects staff, 
about the plaque. 
 
City Council Work Session/2007 Work Plan – Follow-up 
 
The Board thanked Ms. Goganian for her assistance with their presentation to the City 
Council.  They indicated they were pleased that the Councilors recognized that the 
Trueblood House project had been a success.  Ms. Goganian offered to provide 
members with a recording of the meeting. 
 
Preservation Month Activities & Plaque Award Candidates 
 
Preservation Month was scheduled for May 2007.  HRAB members agreed to 
participate in the following Preservation Month activities: Oswego Heritage Council 
(OHC) tour of homes and awarding new Landmark Plaques and the Merit Award.  They 
also planned to display photographs of OHC tour houses as well as photographs by 
Harold Campbell in the display case at City Hall during Preservation Month.  They 
wanted to find a way to recognize Sidaro Sin, Associate Planner, for his hard work on 
the Trueblood House project, but they understood it was not appropriate to give the 
Merit Award to a staff member.  They asked Ms. Goganian to send out the annual letter 
inviting owners of historic homes to apply for a plaque.  They asked her to find and 
distribute a list of all the homes that had received a plaque in past years.  They recalled 
that Corinna Campbell-Sack and her sister Susanna Campbell-Kuo were very active in 
local preservation activities, and Corinna had designed many signs and displays, 
including those in Old Town. 
 
Ms. Brooks Holwerda moved to present the Merit Award to Corrina Campbell-
Sack.  Ms. Neitzel seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous agreement of 
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those members present.  Members generally agreed the Award should feature a copy of 
an historic print.  They planned to ask Corinna’s sister for suggestions. 
 
Oswego “Top Ten” Landmarks Color Book 
 
Mr. Mather distributed a list of easily viewed historic properties he suggested might be 
featured in a children’s coloring book.  He said the book would help involve and 
educate elementary school children about historic preservation.  The members indicated 
they liked the idea and they suggested the book should feature a variety of styles and 
uses, including the Trolley, the Peg Tree and a commercial use.  Mr. Mather planned to 
draft the coloring book and present it at the next board meeting. 
 
Board Member Retention 
 
Board members discussed the City Council’s term limit policy.  They indicated they did 
not understand how it specifically applied when a member began serving by replacing 
another member in mid-term.  They indicated they did not understand why board 
positions should be allowed to be vacant after a member’s term expired.  They 
wondered exactly when the required time interval began and ended between an expired 
term and the opportunity for that previous member to reapply for service.  Ms. 
Goganian reported the City Manager’s office had advised her that a person could not 
reapply for service until one year after his/her term expired.  Ms. McGuire explained 
that she had reapplied, but had been unsure of whether the appropriate amount of time 
had gone by because she had continued to serve on the board after her term had 
technically expired at the end of 2005.  Ms. Brooks Holwerda said she believed that she 
was allowed to remain on the HRAB as a voting member even though her term 
technically expired at the end of 2006, because she had joined the board to take over the 
position of another member in mid-term.  The members requested a copy of the policy 
in writing and Ms. Goganian agreed to ask the City Manager’s staff for one.  They 
observed the HRAB student member position was vacant. 
 
Grant Application 
 
Board members discussed what to include in a grant application.  They planned to 
submit the grant proposal first, and then work on the Certified Local Government 
application.  They agreed that they needed grant money to get help – most likely an 
intern – to assist in updating the Cultural Inventory, designing the HRAB website, and 
updating their survey of potential local Landmark houses.  They anticipated the 
Trueblood House and the Workers’ Cottage would be good candidates for the National 
Register of Historic Places.  They observed the average grant was about $12,000.  They 
noted the Headgate, alone, cost more than that.  They discussed viewing the websites of 
other jurisdictions to get ideas for how to make theirs attractive and easy to use.  Ms. 
Brooks Holwerda suggested adding an “At risk property of the month” feature.  She 
also agreed to find out if the Oswego Heritage Council still planned an oral history 
project.  The members agreed to use a laptop computer to view other websites at the 
next meeting. 
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IV. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Board members discussed a suggestion that the City co-sponsor the Oswego Heritage 
Council Home Tour as a Preservation Month activity.  Ms. Goganian related that OHC 
representatives had let her and Ms. McGuire know they could use City help with 
printing and a shuttle, and the City Manager had asked for a cost estimate.  Ms. 
McGuire related that OHC believed there would be at least six houses on the tour.  
Board members indicated they wanted to participate and they offered to act as docents. 
 
Ms. McGuire asked for an updated copy of the list of local structures on the National 
Register of Historic Places.  The members anticipated that would be available on the 
refashioned HRAB website when that project was completed.  They also anticipated the 
website would have both a public area and a members’ work area. 
 

V. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting was scheduled for February 14, 2007.  There being no further 
business Co-Chair Ross adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:15 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Paige Goganian /s/ 
Paige Goganian 
Associate Planner 
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