
 
 

 
 

City of Lake Oswego 
Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
October 10, 2007 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
Chair Tia Ross called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of October 10, 
2007 to order at approximately 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Courtroom of City Hall, 380 
“A” Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present besides Chair Tia Ross were Vice Chair Bruce Pomazal, Eric Baker 
and Sarah Neitzel.  Melissa Kendall, Tim Mather and Jeannie McGuire were excused.  
John Olsoni (Youth Member) was absent. 
 
Staff Liaison was Paige Goganian. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
A vote on the Minutes of June 13 and July 11, 2007 was postponed until the next 
meeting. 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Mr. Goganian reported that the newest Historic Resources Advisory Board (HRAB) 
appointee, Melissa Kendall, was waiting for confirmation that her employer agreed to 
her serving on the Board.  Members confirmed that they had each received an invitation 
to the October 24, 2007 Boards and Commissions dinner. 
 

IV. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Furnace Task Force 
Ms. Neitzel reported that the Furnace Task Force had reviewed furnace refurbishment 
cost estimates on September 19th and planned to meet again on October 11th to discuss 
fundraising strategies.  She said the current estimate was over $600,000 and the Task 
Force planned to set a goal to raise $800,000 to $1 million.  She listed the general 
breakdown of the cost of components, which included $80,000 to install four large 
specially designed iron gates, but did not include money for an interpretive feature.  She 
said the Task Force had found the federal grant money for the project came with lots of 
“red tape” and they preferred to focus on private donations.  Board members cautioned 
the Task Force to ensure that donor acknowledgement elements at the site were discreet.   
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The Board requested Ms. Neitzel to ask what the Task Force thought the HRAB could 
do to help the effort.  Mr. Goganian circulated a copy of an Oregon Arts Commission 
communication that talked about the economic value of cultural tourism.  She suggested 
the Task Force might get some publicity from whoever publicized and sponsored tours 
of the “Shanghai tunnels” in downtown Portland because he had expressed an interest in 
local iron mines.  Chair Ross encouraged the Task Force to look for sources of 
educational grants.  Mr. Baker suggested the fundraising campaign could be called 
“Stoke the Furnace.” 
 
Landmarks – Development and Real Estate Activity 
 
Worthington House 

Chair Ross reported that the Worthington House was for sale by owner again and the 
asking price was $310,000.  Ms. Goganian reported that a potential buyer who was also 
a builder interested in historic preservation had contacted her.  She said he had told her 
he was considering asking the City to vacate the unimproved portion of Ash Street so he 
could make it a semipublic access to historically appropriate gardens and landscaping, 
and that she had advised him the City Council was reluctant to vacate land unless there 
was a compelling reason for it.  She said that she recommended he discuss the idea with 
the City Engineer and at some point, he may wish to present his proposal to the HRAB 
to elicit their comments and potential support.  Board members recalled they had also 
seen a street vacation as a potential way to address the unusual shape of the lot and 
some members suggested that saving the house from being demolished was a 
“compelling reason” to agree to the vacation. 
 
Christie School 
Ms. Goganian reported that Tamra Brosseau, Executive Director of the Holy Names 
Heritage Center, had been appointed to serve on the Planning Commission, but she was 
also willing to offer help and advice to the HRAB.  Ms. Goganian reported that she 
understood Ms. Brosseau had been contacted by owners of the Christie School and that 
she was providing them information on rehabilitation options for the1908 landmark.   
 
Pioneer Cemetery 

Board members observed that some progress had been made to make the Pioneer 
Cemetery caretaker house site look better.  They noted that a garage door had been 
installed.  Chair Ross reported Cemetery representatives had still not returned her calls.  
She clarified that her message to them had been that the HRAB wanted to know how 
the Board could help them. 
 
Headgate Interpretive Plaque 
Discussion of the Headgate interpretive feature was postponed until the next meeting. 
 
Landmark Applications 

Ms. Goganian reported the Board was scheduled to hear the Dew House landmark 
designation application at their November meeting.  The members agreed to change the 
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meeting date to November 7th.  Ms. Goganian reported the owners of Trueblood House 
were preparing to submit their proposal. 
 
State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) Database Update 
The Board agreed that members who wanted to volunteer to do so could begin passing 
the HRAB laptop around and each inputting a few entries into the database.  They asked 
those who inputted entries to email them to all the members prior to a formal review at 
an HRAB meeting.  They agreed their future meeting agendas would offer time to 
review a few entries at each meeting. 
 
Workers Cottage Preservation and Maintenance Work 
Ms. Goganian reported that the City had contracted with someone experienced in 
preservation work to provide an assessment and plans to repair and bring the exterior of 
the Iron Workers Cottage into conformance with City Code and Secretary of Interior 
Standards for historic structures.  She noted it suffered foundation problems and dry rot 
was in the walls.  She related that the currently estimated cost was significant and that 
staff was considering proposing a budget for phased repairs. 
 
Inventory 2007/National Register Nomination 
Ms. Goganian reported that she had replaced the first intern the City had hired to help 
the consultant for the Certified Local Government project with another intern because 
the first had received a fellowship that did not allow her to do that work.  She reported 
that the consultant had not yet begun work on the project, which had to be completed by 
August 2008.  She said she planned to prepare the first bill for federal funds the 
following week. 
 
Oswego Heritage Council − Historic Home Tour 2008 
Ms. Goganian related that the Oswego Heritage Council had asked the HRAB to send a 
representative to help plan the 2008 Historic Home Tour.  Chair Ross and Ms. McGuire 
could not attend the planning meetings due to scheduling conflicts.  Ms. Goganian 
related that the Heritage Council planned to exhibit to highlight historic properties that 
have been torn down, and they had also talked about using antique cars and boats for 
transportation. 
 
Historic Name for New Park at Luscher Farm 
Chair Ross announced that the Parks and Recreation Department director had asked the 
Natural Resources Advisory Board (NRAB) to recommend an historic name for the new 
park at Luscher Farm.  She read aloud from documents that described the history of the 
area, which had in early times been served by intersecting roads that were all numbered, 
“Market” roads. The “Market” roads converged at a scale where wagons were weighed 
before they were driven into town.  Two of those roads were currently called Stafford 
Road (once also called Oswego Road) and Rosemont Road (once also called Linn City 
Road). 
 
The Board agreed to submit several names for consideration.  They considered 
suggesting “Market Crossing Park” but later decided to suggest “Luscher Park” as a 
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choice because people were currently used to referring to Luscher Farm and would 
wonder where “Market Road” was.  They acknowledged that the Luschers were far 
down the line of the series of owners of that land that was originally part of a donation 
land claim by the Bullock family.  The Board decided “Land Grant Park” was too 
common and not appropriate because of the long succession of owners.  They were also 
inspired to suggest “Hazelia Park,” or “Hazelia Meadow” after they were inspired by a 
painting in City Hall entitled, “It Once Was Hazelia” and the related narrative by the 
artist who explained that Hazelia was the historic name of the area around Luscher 
Farm.  They noted that the documentation they had indicated that the Shipley family 
provided the land for the Hazelia School and grange hall in the late 1880s. 
 
The Board could not suggest an Indian name because they had little information.  They 
decided to suggest “Carter Park” after they found documentation that described historic 
Carter House as a fine example of Italianate style in the Hazelia District that featured 
beautiful landscaping and meticulous grounds.  They also observed that Carter House 
was proximate to the new park. 
 
Chair Ross moved to recommend the names Luscher Park, Hazelia Meadow (or 
Hazelia Park), and Carter Park to the Parks and Recreation Department.  Ms. Neitzel 
seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous agreement. 
 
Protecting Archaeological Resources 
This discussion was postponed until the next meeting. 
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
None 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting was scheduled for November 7, 2007.  There being no further 
business Chair Ross adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:10 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paige Goganian /s/ 
Paige Goganian 
Associate Planner 
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