
 
 

 
City of Lake Oswego 

Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 
 

January 9, 2008 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
Chair Tia Ross called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of January 9, 
2008 to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Lake Grove Rural Fire District Building, 4489 Bryant 
Road, Lake Oswego. 
 
Members present besides Chair Ross were Vice Chair Bruce Pomazal, Melissa Kendall, 
Tm Mather, Jeannie McGuire, Sarah Neitzel and John Olsoni (Youth Member). 
 
Guests were Jonathan Snell; Allen Guthrie; Greg Ferber; Rocky Hayes, President of the 
Tualatin Valley Firefighters; Larry Goff, Assistant Chief, Lake Oswego Fire 
Department; and Sherry Patterson, President, Lake Grove Fire District. 
 
Staff Liaison was Paige Goganian. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
None. 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Ms. Goganian announced that the Oswego Heritage Council had scheduled talks by 
William Hawkins and Jane Morrison.  She also announced that Eric Baker had not 
applied for another term on the Historic Resources Advisory Board (HRAB) and his 
position was open.  Ms. McGuire reported that Wilma McNulty had researched the 
history of the Three Carman Sisters Tree Grove, near the Carman Farmhouse, and asked 
it be recommended it be considered for Heritage Grove status which requires owner 
consent. 
 

IV. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Historic Furnace Task Force 

Ms. Neitzel reported the Task Force had set a fundraising goal of $1 million.  She listed 
the estimated cost of individual components of the project, including the solid lead roof, 
estimated at $45,000.  She said the money that was raised would be deposited into a 
special fund the City had set up that was tracked by the Finance Department.  She said 
the Task Force hoped to raise the necessary funds in one year. 
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Landmarks Development and Real Estate Activity 

Worthington House 

Chair Ross and Ms. Goganian related that Jim Larson had announced that the 
Worthington House located at 885 McVey had been purchased and he hoped to be 
living there soon.  Mr. Larson expected to attend an HRAB meeting to present his 
vision for the site. 
 
Headgate Interpretive Plaque 
Ms. Goganian reported that Sidaro Sin, Senior Planner, was arranging for water-system-
related graphics that could be used in the display. 
 
Trueblood House 
Mr. Mather and Vice Chair Pomazal reported they had participated in the scheduled 
inspection of Trueblood House and found the new owners had cleaned it up, but they 
were reluctant to invest more money into the property until they had all the necessary 
permits.  They related the owners were frustrated with slow, overlapping City 
processes.  They had heard that while the owners were waiting to be granted a permit to 
cut trees that had fallen near the house in the riparian area, City crews and equipment 
bulldozed across the property to fix a sewer line.  Some Board members suggested the 
City should help the owners restore that area. 
 
State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) Database Update Project 
Vice Chair Pomazal reported that he was still converting pdf files to text files and 
would bring the laptop to the next board meeting so the members could review the data. 
 
Inventory 2007/National Register Nomination 
Ms. Goganian reported the intern had started working on the Inventory.  She distributed 
copies of the preliminary draft Inventory description of the Lake Grove Rural Fire 
District Building. 
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS  
 
Presentation and Tour of the Lake Grove Rural Fire District Building 

Sherry Patterson, President, Lake Grove Fire District, and members of the 
Tualatin Valley Firefighters Union (IAF Local 1660) conducted a tour of the 
building, which had been constructed in 1955 and served as a fire station until 1990.  
Some additions had been made over the years.  Board members learned that architect 
Richard Sundeleaf had designed the original structure, and the fire chief and his family 
once lived in it.  It currently serves as the union office and a place for recovery 
organization meetings.  Ms. Patterson explained it was in need of repair and the District 
was considering how much to budget for remodeling when they proposed the next Fire 
District levy.  She said the union wanted to purchase the building, but the Lake Grove 
Village Center Plan proposed to rezone the low-density residential zoned site to Public 
Facilities (PF), which did not allow use by a private, non-governmental entity.  The 
union’s ability to obtain a mortgage to purchase the building at a better interest rate 
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depended on them being allowed by the zoning or a Conditional Use Permit to use the 
building.  Another complicating factor was that the District had agreed that when the 
fire district was not needed anymore, the City would purchase the building.  Ms. 
Patterson stressed that the District had given up the equivalent of five lots when they 
dedicated the site’s Heritage Trees and ensured there was a green canopy buffer 
between commercial uses and the neighborhood.  She suggested some sort of 
public/private partnership to preserve the history of the site and offer a public meeting 
place.  Ms. Goganian observed that it was consistent with the Lake Grove Village 
Center Plan to have a gathering place in the vicinity of the site.  She noted the City 
Council was scheduled to hear the plan the following month and the HRAB was 
researching whether the structure was significant enough to qualify for landmark status.  
The union representatives confirmed they were also interested in the HRAB’s 
assessment of its historic value.  The HRAB visitors thanked their hosts for the tour. 
 
Annual Reports to the City Council 
Board members briefly discussed goals and accomplishments they wanted to report to 
the City Council.  They agreed to continue to support the Iron Furnace project, monitor 
the Trueblood House restoration, look for properties to add to the Landmark 
Designation List, support the Workers Cottage restoration and National Register 
placement, and see the Headgate project completed.  They generally agreed to remove a 
demolition ordinance as a goal because the current code addressed that.  They recalled 
they had added the Dew House to the Landmark List and had begun the process that 
would make the City a Certified Local Government (CLG).  They had participated in 
the Oswego Heritage Council’s first Tour of Historic Homes, participated in Farmers 
Market and published a coloring book.  They had honored Corrina Campbell with the 
Merit Award.  They were using a Certified Local Government grant to identify and 
inventory additional cultural resources and nominate some for National Register status.  
They were transferring paper Inventory records to an electronic database and updating 
their website.  They agreed that Ms. Goganian would draft the reports and email them to 
the members for their comments before Chair Ross presented them to the City Council 
on February 4, 2008.  Ms. Goganian anticipated the Planning Division would arrange to 
utilize the services of an intern to work on preservation activities during the summer.  
Ms. Goganian announced the 2008 National Trust for Historic Preservation Conference 
was to be held in Wichita, Kansas in October. 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting was scheduled for February 13, 2008.  There being no further 
business Chair Ross adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:00 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paige Goganian /s/ 
Paige Goganian 
Associate Planner 
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