
 
 

City of Lake Oswego 
Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
April 9, 2008 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
Chair Tia Ross called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of April 9, 2008 
to order at 7:05 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 380 “A” Avenue, Lake 
Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present besides Chair Ross were Vice Chair Bruce Pomazal, Tamra Brosseau, 
Eric Baker, Melissa Kendall, Tim Mather, Jeannie McGuire and Sarah Neitzel.  John 
Olsoni (Youth Member) was absent. 
 
Council Liaison Roger Hennagin was present.  Kasey Holwerda attended as a guest.  
Staff Liaison was Paige Goganian. 
 

II. MINUTES 
 
The draft Minutes of February 8, 2006 were revised to identify Chuck Schaefer and Bill 
Gerber.  Then the Minutes of February 8, 2006 and August 8, September 12, 
October 10 and November 28, 2007 were approved by unanimous agreement of 
those members present. 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Ms. McGuire related that Newland’s House owners had asked that their home be 
considered for placement on the Cultural Inventory and Landmark Designation List.  
She reported that a condominium development had been proposed on Furnace Street in 
Old Town that neighbors did not believe was compatible with the neighborhood or the 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Councilor Hennagin explained that if the Board members had any questions about the 
state ethics questionnaire they could call the City Attorney.  He encouraged members to 
attend a public meeting regarding Trolley service that Metro was hosting at the 
Lakewood Center on April 21st. 
 

IV. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Historic Furnace Task Force Preservation Stabilization Project 
Ms. Neitzel reported that the Task Force was about to forward their final report to the 
City Council.  They had met their charge to identify what kind of work needed to be 
done, estimate the cost, and identify potential funding sources.  They had applied for a 
federal grant and written the Getty Foundation to ask that organization to consider 
making a $250,000 contribution.  However, none of them were prepared to lead the 
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fundraising effort.  Ms. Neitzel anticipated the current Task Force would dissolve and 
their final report would recommend the City engage a professional fundraiser and 
appoint another task force for fundraising.  She reported the Mayor had recently written 
to an individual who might be able to make a significant contribution, and the City 
might decide to use some hotel/motel taxes.  She said the City’s special fund for the 
project currently held a few thousand dollars, and she anticipated that many more small 
donations would help the effort.  She planned to forward a copy of the final report to the 
Historic Resources Advisory Board (HRAB) when it was ready.  Board members saw a 
need for someone to take charge of the project to assure it would be accomplished.  Ms. 
Goganian offered to find out what “next steps” the City planned to take and report back. 
 
Landmarks  Development and Real Estate Activity 

Worthington House 
Members indicated that they were pleased that Jim Larson, owner of Worthington 
House, was saving the house and planning to restore the garden, too.  Ms. Goganian 
reported that he had not yet applied to have the rear public right-of-way vacated.  She 
confirmed that after he submitted such a request, the HRAB could make a 
recommendation to the City Council.  Ms. Goganian related that Landmark Designation 
Plaques were to be presented to Jim Larson and Kevin Pritchard at the May 6, 2008 
City Council meeting. 
 
Cleary House, 1139 Westward Ho Road 
Mr. Mather reported that he had attended a pre-application meeting in which the owners 
of Cleary House were proposing to expand the kitchen and the room above it.  He said 
the preliminary drawings showed the changes would be appropriate for the (Sundeleaf 
designed) landmark structure, but he had suggested the owners provide the workers 
with more detailed drawings.  Ms. Goganian reported the landmark plaque had never 
been installed on this house because the owners believed the date on the plaque might 
not be correct.  Mr. Mather reported the current owners had not been aware it had 
landmark status until after they purchased the house. 
 
Rogers II Building (Gemini Pub) 
Board members examined Ms. Goganian's draft memorandum to Planning Department 
staff with comments about the changes being made at the Rogers II Building.  They 
compared recent photographs of the changes with old photographs, including one taken 
in 1929, with the Cultural Inventory description, and with historic review criteria.  Ms. 
Goganian reported that the work so far seemed to meet the historic review criteria, but 
planners would ask the HRAB to review any additional changes the owner proposed.  
She advised the code allowed the City Manager to forward a proposal for alterations to 
the HRAB for comment, but that had not been the City’s practice.  She advised the 
City’s practice was to allow HRAB members to participate in pre-application 
conferences as long as the HRAB would not be the hearings body.  Ms. Goganian said 
she would forward the memorandum to the planner working with the owner, and 
arrange for the owner to receive a landmark plaque at the upcoming plaque presentation 
ceremony. 
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Ms. McGuire and Ms. Holwerda each reported they had asked McMenamins to consider 
buying the building for a pub.  Ms. Brosseau advised them to continue to keep 
McMenamins aware of historic buildings that might be available. 
 
Pioneer Cemetery 
Board members had been concerned about the lack of progress of the caretaker house 
project at Pioneer Cemetery.  Chair Ross reported that she had met a woman who knew 
Cemetery officials and asked her to convey the HRAB’s desire to communicate and 
work with them.  The woman had related the Cemetery was in dire financial straits.  
Ms. Goganian reported that a reporter working on a story about the Cemetery had given 
planning staff the new president’s name and telephone number; recalled that the 
Cemetery planned to have the caretaker moved in by Memorial Day; and recalled that 
the project architect had been out of the country doing missionary work.  Ms. Goganian 
confirmed the Board could direct staff to compile information regarding programs and 
grants that might be available to historic cemeteries. 
 
Projects  Headgate Interpretation/Trueblood House/Workers Cottage 
HRAB members decided to ask the owners of the Trueblood House to allow the Board 
to meet with them at the house prior to the June 11th HRAB meeting.  The Board had 
successfully lobbied the City to save the house and sell it to purchasers who would 
preserve it.  They wanted to hear Mr. and Mrs. Perrin’s concerns about the challenges 
they had encountered in fashioning a development plan that met staff approval that they 
could submit to gain all the required approvals and permits necessary to rehabilitate the 
structure.  They understood the owners were frustrated by driveway and natural 
resource protection issues and damage caused by City utility maintenance equipment.  
Ms. Goganian reported that she had arranged for the Perrins to meet with the Natural 
Resources Coordinator and a Planning Department representative the following day.  
She said the main issues to be worked out involved the driveway and three Madrone 
trees.  She said they seemed to have resolved the issue of containing the resource 
protection area in one area.  *Councilor Hennagin left the meeting. 
 
Mr. Mather suggested the City should offer to mitigate the damage done by the City 
utility crew.  He held that the City should have disclosed natural resource constraints to 
the purchasers before they bought the property from the City.  The Board members 
confirmed they understood HRAB responsibility did not include advising the parties 
about natural resource issues.  They explained they wanted the project to be successful 
and to lend moral support to the Perrin’s efforts because they viewed the Trueblood 
House project as the first of similar future projects to save historic homes.  The 
discussion of the headgate interpretive display was postponed. 
 
Inventory 2007/National Register Nomination/CLG Grant 08-09 
Ms. Goganian reported that she had requested that the Certified Local Government 
(CLG) grant application for 2008/09 be placed on a City Council consent agenda.  She 
indicated that the City had received a preliminary confirmation letter that explained that 
all local governments were to receive the same amount of money, but the amount was 
similar to the amount of the original request she had submitted.  She said the CLG 
intern planned to work through the summer to complete National Register of Historic 
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Places nominations by August 31st.  Ms. Goganian noted he was working on 
documenting the history of the Workers Cottage and would like to live in the Cottage 
during the summer.  She observed that it was habitable in its current condition.  Board 
members directed her to draft an agreement between the City and the intern that 
specified that he could live in the Cottage rent-free during the summer while performing 
caretaker duties.  They planned to submit the draft agreement to the City Council for 
approval.  Ms. Brosseau advised such caretaker agreements were often used to provide 
security for historic houses.  Ms. Goganian confirmed the Workers Cottage could be 
nominated for the National Register in its current condition. 
 
Proposal Inventory/Database Entry Update 
Vice Chair Pomazal reported he was almost finished entering data to be used to update 
the Cultural Inventory.  The Board agreed to his suggestion to set aside thirty minutes at 
each future meeting to review individual records for accuracy. 
 
Preservation Month 
Ms. Goganian read aloud the list of properties that were to receive a Landmark Plaque 
this year.  She said the presentation would take place at the May 6th City Council 
meeting.  Mr. Mather volunteered to provide a crew to install plaques.  The Board 
agreed Ms. Goganian should plan to send an annual letter to owners of Landmark 
homes.  They also agreed to her suggestion that the Preservation Month display at City 
Hall should feature homes with Landmark Plaques and homes that had been on the 
Oswego Heritage Council (OHC) Historic Home Tour. 
 
Chair Ross moved to present this year’s Merit Award to Marylou Colver for her 
preservation efforts during 2007.  Ms. McGuire seconded the motion and volunteered 
to arrange for the calligraphy and artwork.  The motion passed by unanimous 
agreement of those members present. 
 
All of the members present indicated they would volunteer to be “home hosts” at the 
OHC Historic Home Tour on May 17, 2008.  Ms. Goganian announced that a training 
session would be held on May 14th at 6:00 p.m.  The Board later agreed that Ms. 
Goganian should submit the recommendation regarding the Iron Workers Cottage so the 
City Council could consider it at their May 6th meeting. 
 
Iron Company Workers Cottage, 40 Wilbur Street 
Ms. Goganian distributed copies of the draft staff report, which recommended the 
Workers Cottage project.  She asked for Board input.  The report proposed a range of 
work to be done to keep the structure from deteriorating further and accomplish 
minimal rehabilitation of its historic character, and it recommended that a preservation 
architect be engaged to develop the working drawings and a cost estimate.  It did not 
recommend a future use of the building.  Ms. Goganian suggested a committee of 
stakeholders, including the arts community, City facilities and special projects staff, 
could determine the best public use of the building in a second phase.  She reported the 
City had purchased the site using Water Fund money and that she planned to discuss 
possible ways of funding the rehabilitation project with other staff. 
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Ms. Goganian advised that the Code required the owner of a Landmark property to 
accomplish basic maintenance.  She said neighbors had indicated they did not want it to 
remain vacant, so an intern living there during the summer would help address that 
concern in the short term.  Ms. McGuire reported that some neighbors assumed the City 
would move the house.  Ms. Brosseau advised it could be used to demonstrate how to 
preserve an historic structure and educate people about the history of Lake Oswego.  
She noted the proposed work program would preserve the envelope, seal out the 
weather and make the house more attractive.  She advised that when the project reached 
the construction details drawing stage there should be no shutters (because the house 
never had shutters) or interior storm windows.  Board members generally agreed the 
work had to be done by skilled workers with preservation experience, due to the unique 
construction of the walls.  Ms. Goganian said she would submit the report to the City 
Council so they could consider it at their May 6th meeting. 
 
Ms. Brosseau reported that Christy School officials were still interested in preserving 
the school and Marylhurst planned a $35 million restoration project that would reflect 
its early 1900’s interior and exterior look.  Board members wondered if Marylhurst 
might be designated a Historic District, as Oregon State was. 
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Ms. McGuire, Chair Ross and Ms. Goganian indicated they planned to attend the 
Heritage Conference.  The Board agreed to request a table at the Farmers Market on 
July 12th, August 9th, and September 20th. 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business Chair Ross adjourned the meeting at 9:00 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paige Goganian /s/ 
Paige Goganian 
Associate Planner 
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