
 
 

City of Lake Oswego 
Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
April 8, 2009 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER − ROLL CALL − ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR 

Co-chair Jeannie McGuire called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of 
April 8, 2009 to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Courtroom of City Hall, 380 “A” Avenue, 
Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present were Co-chair Jeannie McGuire, Joanne Naylor, Craig Foster and 
Marylou Colver.  Kasey Holwerda and Tim Mather were excused.  Co-chair Tamra 
Brosseau and John Olsoni (Youth member) had resigned. 
 
Also in attendance were Staff Liaison, Paul Espe and guests, Tia Ross and Phil Bergess. 
 
The Board agreed that Co-chair McGuire was now Chair.  Ms. Naylor nominated Ms. 
Colver to serve as Vice Chair of the Historic Resources Advisory Board and she was 
elected by unanimous vote of those members present. 
 

II. MINUTES 
None. 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
The Northwest History and Heritage Extravaganza was to be held in Portland April 15-
18.  The City had offered to pay for members to attend.  Chair McGuire and Vice Chair 
Colver planned to go.  Vice Chair Colver announced that she had joined the State and 
Local History Association.  They had scheduled workshops regarding exhibits and 
board membership.  Members agreed to attend a seminar on how to conduct a public 
hearing.  Staff would let them know the date.  Vice Chair Colver announced the Bosco 
Milligan website listed upcoming talks.  She indicated they planned a walk to look at 
cast iron architecture in downtown Portland later in May and that she had just attended 
the opening of the Cast Iron Architecture exhibit at the Architectural Heritage Center 
where iron artifacts from Oswego were shown.  Chair McGuire planned to meet 
informally with new members to fill them in on Historic Resources Advisory Board 
(HRAB) projects, such as the Trueblood House. 
 

IV. HISTORIC PRESERVATION MONTH − May 2009 

Status of Merit Award for Claire Kellogg 
Chair McGuire was in charge of the design of the award.  She described it for the 
members.  Mr. Espe said he was arranging for the presentation of the award and the 
plaques to be at the May 5th City Council meeting.  He was also arranging for a related 
proclamation. 
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Landmark Plaques 
Mr. Espe announced he had ordered the plaques and he showed the group the proofs.  
He said the dates had been taken from the Cultural Inventory sheets.  Plaques were to be 
given to the owners of four sites, including Headrick-Carothers House, Christie School, 
Trueblood House, and Oswego Pioneer Cemetery.  The Board asked Mr. Espe to 
remove circa (“c.”) from a plaque if the Inventory sheet indicated a specific year.  Chair 
McGuire suggested asking State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) to advise them 
about the use of “circa.”  They asked him to show a PowerPoint presentation featuring 
the four plaqued houses.  They indicated they could agree to give a plaque to the owners 
of Trueblood House before that house was fully restored. 
 
Finalize Plans for City Hall Preservation Display 
Vice Chair Colver reported that the Citizen Information Center staff had already 
arranged to borrow the Lost Landmarks panels from the Oswego Heritage Council 
(OHC) and move them to City Hall.  Mr. Espe reported the Sustainability Advisory 
Committee had reserved the display case during May.  He had then reserved it for the 
HRAB in May in future years.  Mr. Espe agreed to hang a banner over the Lost 
Landmarks panels with the National Historic Preservation Month theme, “This Place 
Matters.”  The Board then decided they preferred to use a display that had been used in 
conjunction with the Lake Grove Village Center Plan last year instead of the Lost 
Landmarks panels at City Hall.  They would use the banner and some old framed 
photographs Mr. Foster loaned them.  They suggested the Lost Landmarks panels could 
be erected at the West End Building (WEB) during May and maybe throughout the 
Centennial Celebration.  A sign in City Hall could tell people it was at the WEB.  Ms. 
Holwerda and Vice Chair Colver were to work with the Citizen Information Center staff 
to arrange some kind of space for the City Hall display, which was to be up by May 1st.  
They would include artifacts if they found people who were willing to loan them.  Ms. 
Ross offered to contact the newspapers.  Vice Chair Colver suggested sending a 
photograph of the City Hall display to the National Register to put up on their “This 
Place Matters” website. 
 

V. IRON INDUSTRY HERITAGE TRAIL TASK FORCE 

Project Overview 

The Board had previously agreed to start fashioning the trail program themselves 
instead of taking a risk that the City Council might not approve a task force to plan the 
program.  Staff had provided a draft work plan.  Some of the questions to be answered 
related to the scope of work, and who was to manage the program.  A previous intern 
had created a list of potential sites and structures that could compose the trail. 
 
Chair McGuire invited members to brainstorm ideas.  Ms. Ross had attended a grant-
writing workshop and suggested stabilizing the Workers Cottage would be a perfect 
candidate project for a grant.  Mr. Espe advised that staff was already working on 
getting a $15,000 grant, but he acknowledged the program would need more money 
than that.  Mr. Foster suggested having a design competition between the two high 
schools would be educational for the students.  Ms. Ross suggested emphasizing the 
positive economic impact the trail program could have.  She also suggested asking 
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donors to sponsor interpretive signs.  Vice Chair Colver suggested that after the furnace 
had been restored with the tourism dollars allotted from hotel/motel tax revenue, that 
stream of funding could be redirected to fund the trail program.  Chair McGuire recalled 
Ms. Brosseau had advised that grants were typically awarded to groups who had a 
“shovel ready” project, not just a concept.  Ms. Ross suggested starting with the four 
easiest sites:  the Furnace, Workers Cottage, Landing and Dam.  She said people could 
walk to them and that would not have an adverse neighborhood impact.  Others 
suggested adding the retaining wall and crucible, which were also in parks, where 
people could easily get to them.  Mr. Espe advised a site plan would be necessary that 
showed where people would park to access each site.  The group wondered if the Arts 
Council and the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board (PRAB) would work together 
with them to create a brochure.  The Arts Council was planning a Gallery Without 
Walls that people could walk to. 
 
Chair McGuire saw a need to ensure the public understood that a “Heritage Trail” was 
not a nature walk.  It was a collection of heritage and historic structures and sites that 
shared a common, unifying, theme and would provide an economic stimulus to the 
community.  It was a new concept in Lake Oswego – a walk through history.  For that 
reason, and because “trail” conveyed something intrusive to certain neighborhoods, she 
suggested not calling it a “trail.”  Vice Chair Colver suggested that because the furnace 
was the driving theme the Board should consider using the same pick and shovel logo 
used for the furnace along the trail.  Members agreed the brainstorming process was 
useful and they wanted to continue it.  Chair McGuire asked them to think about new 
names for the program and bring them and more ideas to the next meeting.  The Board 
would spend an hour at each future meeting on the trail program and the other hour on 
other business.  Mr. Espe was to email a copy of the pick and shovel logo and the list of 
ideas the Board had suggested at this meeting to the members.  He offered to draft a 
mission statement and a banner “tag line.” 
 

VI. UPDATES 

Grant Application Update 
Mr. Espe reported that he had sent the Certified Local Government (CLG) grant 
application to the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO).  He had opted to ask for 
the two-year grant.  He explained CLG certification meant the City was eligible for 
grants and other support from SHPO.  The grants funded the services of a consultant 
and an intern.  The intern was currently doing deed research.  She was to attend the next 
HRAB meeting. 
 
The Board had already decided to focus on mid-century homes and homes in danger of 
being demolished this grant cycle.  Some mid-century structures were not that pretty, 
but they would eventually be remodeled or replaced, so it was important to make a 
record of them.  Ms. Ross suggested researching a house on South Shore that was for 
sale.  Mr. Espe related that the Shaw House on Goodall Road was no longer in as much 
danger of being torn down because Renaissance Homes was in bankruptcy and the 
owner was talking to professors from the University of Oregon about the University 
buying and restoring her home.  The intern planned to talk to her that day. 
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Vice Chair Colver observed the homes on the current survey list did not seem to be as 
architecturally or historically significant.  She stressed the need to focus on 
documenting structures that were historically significant to the City that were not yet 
surveyed:  Hallinan House, the two Bates Houses; Thaddeus Bruno House; Newlands 
House and the Shaw House.  She suggested including a Rummer design as an example 
of mid-century homes.  Mr. Espe thought those homes were on the Cultural Resources 
Inventory (CRI).  Chair McGuire asked him to ensure that each new Board member 
received a copy of the CRI. 
 
Chair McGuire explained that structures had to be on the CRI first, and then they were 
eligible to be considered for the Landmark Designation List (LDL).  The intern was 
looking for structures to add to the CRI.  Vice Chair Colver pointed out Appendix I 
listed properties that the people who had compiled the Inventory in 1989 should have 
included.  She said those houses should be the focus of HRAB work.  There were some 
Hemenways, a Bailey, a Herman Brookman, and the two Wade Pipes (Bates) Houses.  
Chair McGuire wondered how the Bates Houses could be on the National Register, but 
not on the LDL, they needed to be on the LDL if they wanted a tax break.  The intern 
had already done a lot of research, so Chair McGuire anticipated the Board would focus 
on the houses Vice Chair Colver had listed during the next grant cycle. 
 
Landmarks:  Designation and Real Estate Activity 
Mr. Espe reported the possibility of the Lakeshore Motel site being redeveloped.  The 
owner had come to a recent City Council meeting to find out what urban renewal plans 
the City was considering.  Chair McGuire asked about the Lakehouse Theater building.  
Tim Mather was not at the meeting to update the HRAB about that. 
 
Farmers Market 
 
The Board directed Mr. Espe to reserve space at the Farmers Market on three Saturdays, 
evenly spaced over the season.  Ms. Ross volunteered to help man the booth. 
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business Chair McGuire adjourned the meeting at 8:45 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paul Espe /s/ 
Paul Espe 
Associate Planner 
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