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City of Lake Oswego 
Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
May 13, 2009 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
Chair Jeannie McGuire called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of May 
13, 2009 to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Court at City Hall, 380 “A” Avenue, Lake 
Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present were Chair Jeannie McGuire, Vice Chair Marylou Colver and Phil 
Burgess, Craig Foster, Kasey Holwerda, Tim Mather and Joanne Naylor. 
 
Also present was staff liaison Paul Espe, Associate Planner. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of January 14, 2009 were approved by unanimous vote of those members 
eligible to vote on them.  (Mather/Naylor/McGuire) 
 
The Minutes of February 11, 2009 were approved by unanimous vote of those members 
eligible to vote on them.  (Mather/Naylor/McGuire) 
 

III. PETITIONS/COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Chair McGuire circulated a “Thank you” card from Claire Kellogg.  Mr. Espe agreed to 
update the roster of board members.   
 

Chair McGuire suggested learning more about the University of Oregon 
Preservation Field School in case they could work on the Workers Cottage.  Vice Chair 
Colver related that the Oswego Heritage Council was planning a home tour in 2010. 
 

IV. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Preservation Month Recap 
Chair McGuire recalled the presentation to the City Council had been well received.  The 
Board had presented a slide show that Mr. Espe had created.  Mr. Espe reported that he 
had arranged for the Historic Resources Advisory Board (HRAB) to be able to use the 
City Hall display case each May (Preservation Month) to ensure it would be available to 
them in future years.  He said the West End Building (WEB) display featured the swim 
park.  He had submitted material to be published in Hello LO!  Ms. Holwerda had called 
the local newspaper to tell them what the HRAB was doing for Preservation Month, but it 
seemed to her that their primary focus was the Sustainability Advisory Board’s May 
events.  She suggested working with the SAB next year. 
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Oregon Heritage Conference 
Chair McGuire and Vice Chair Colver had attended the conference.  Chair McGuire said 
she enjoyed the presentation of oral histories and Vice Chair Colver related that she had 
found the work of University of Oregon architecture students interesting and inspiring.  
She had also enjoyed a tour of the Columbia Gorge lead by an Oregon Department of 
Transportation (ODOT) historian. 
 
Certified Local Government Grant 2010-11 

Mr. Espe announced that the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) had 
approved the grant for the next Certified Local Government (CLG) grant cycle.  It was a 
two-year cycle that would begin as soon as the City received the official award letter.  
Year one projects included surveying ten additional sites connected with the Iron Industry 
Heritage Trail, if there were any.  Year two projects included surveying ten more 
properties to supplement the current grant cycle project of a context statement related to 
the City’ s mid-century architecture. 
 
Ms. Ross, who had previously served on the HRAB, could not recall the HRAB making a 
final decision on which homes were to be surveyed.  She did not think all the homes the 
Board had seen on slides were worthy of such an effort.  Vice Chair Colver wanted to see 
a balance between efforts to document mid-century homes and older homes in Old Town 
and South Town.  Mr. Espe advised that work was underway and it was too late to 
change the project in the current cycle, but the board could review and select the final ten 
homes to be reviewed in the next cycle.  He explained that SHPO was interested in 
documenting mid-century homes because they felt there was a greater risk of losing them 
than losing older houses that were more interesting and more likely to be preserved.  
Members confirmed they wanted to select the homes to be surveyed in the next cycle.   
  
 

Mr. Espe planned to bring the slide show to the next meeting so they could choose 
them. 
 
Craig Foster provided a list of Multiple Listing Properties in the mid-century date range.  
He also had photographs of good examples of local mid-century architecture.  Tim 
Mather said he was a remodeler and he was aware that they were quickly disappearing.  
He said they should not be the HRAB’s only focus, but the HRAB should at least survey 
some in Lake Oswego. 
 
Chair McGuire wanted to see more properties in the Cultural Resources Inventory (CRI) 
listed on the Landmark Designation List (LDL).  So far, the Board had been successful in 
increasing the LDL list from 69 to 72 properties.  She asked members to suggest ways to 
add more. 
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Members thought it would be helpful if they each had a copy of the CRI to refer to.  
There were very few copies available because it was a very large notebook and a lot of 
pages to copy.  Ms. Holwerda had used one notebook to visit properties and make notes 
of which ones had already been torn down or remodeled directly into her copy.  Then she 
had given it to the previous staff liaison.  She wondered where it was now.  Mr. Espe 
confirmed he had it.   
 
 

Chair McGuire suggested that members identify ten properties on the CRI that 
they would like to see on the LDL.  Espe advised that Associate Planner, Leslie 
Hamilton, would not be able to “drum up business,” but she would work with an 
applicant who wanted to fill out an application. 
 
 

V. IRON INDUSTRY HERITAGE TRAIL TASK FORCE 
 
Continuation of Project Overview Discussion 
Chair McGuire suggested the HRAB form a subcommittee that would be able to spend 
more time than the full Board on the project.  Joanne Naylor moved to form a 
subcommittee.  Ms. Holwerda seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous 
agreement.  Ms. Ross, Mr. Foster, Ms. Naylor and Chair McGuire volunteered to serve 
on the Committee. 
 
Vice Chair Colver suggested combining sites in existing brochures with the HRAB’s list.   
She noted that many of the sites were already interpreted and on a walking map.  Mr. 
Espe confirmed he had copies of those survey sheets.  The group then considered what to 
call the program and agreed to call it, “ Iron Industry Historic Heritage Tour.”  Craig 
Foster offered the subcommittee members his research materials on heritage trails.  He 
suggested the Committee also examine the way other tours had designed their websites 
and the types of maps they used.  There were many heritage trails on the east coast and 
Vancouver offered a “Highway 99” tour.  Vice Chair Colver suggested the Board apply 
for a grant to use for a consultant.   
 
Ms. McGuire recalled that she and Tamara Brosseau had estimated it might be a year 
before a task force could have a proposal ready to present to the City Council.  Chair 
McGuire envisioned a tour program that would be recognized statewide, and perhaps 
even nationally.  Mr. Espe provided copies of the “pick and shovel” logo the board had 
previously indicated they wanted to use.  The subcommittee members agreed to talk after 
the meeting and set up a meeting schedule.  They planned to ask Susanna Kuo if she 
would agree to be a source of information and advice. 
 
Craig Foster related that he was helping plan Portland’s Maritime Heritage Festival.  He 
suggested Lake Oswego Historic Heritage Tour material could explain that the 
Willamette River had once served as a “freeway” and a paddlewheel boat had transported 
people and goods between Portland and Salem.  Vice Chair Colver related that a smaller 
paddlewheel boat had operated on the lake, too. 
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VI. UPDATES 
 
Landmarks:  Designation and Real Estate Activity 
Ms. Holwerda had heard that the Lakehouse owner and Bob Galante, director of the 
Lake Oswego Redevelopment Agency (LORA), had agreed the building was not 
historically significant and the owner did not need to restore it as an historic structure.   
 

Mr. Mather agreed to try and find out for certain.  Perhaps they just wanted 
flexibility to bring it up to Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards.  The group 
agreed to invite Mr. Galante to a future meeting to talk about it when they thought the 
timing was right.  Ms. Holwerda related that the neighborhood association had taken the 
position that they would not support allowing a dinner cruise boat due to the noise it 
would generate.  The board assumed that if the Lakehouse were demolished nothing else 
could be built there due to setback and parking requirements. 
 
Tia Ross related that Worthington House was still “in limbo’ due to a lawsuit.  One of 
the parties had hired an attorney to keep it from going into foreclosure. 
 
Proposed Procedure for Updating Inventory Forms 
 
Vice Chair Colver offered to work with Chair McGuire to update the entire CRI 

notebook.  Mr. Espe said it was very hard to use, so he planned to create an address 
file for each of the notebook listings.  Then he would file things like inventory sheets and 
permit applications in those files.  He advised it was too early to digitize updates because 
the librarians had not completed inputting the existing database yet. 
 
Old Business Updates 

At the January 14th meeting the Trueblood House owners had reported they had 
asked the City for a six-month extension of time to complete rehabilitation work.  The 
sales agreement called for it to be completed by November 2009.  Mr. Espe reported the 
City Attorney had not yet responded to that request. 
 

At the January 14th meeting the Board had asked Mr. Espe to call the owners of the 
Lake Grove Fire House to encourage them to nominate the structure for Landmark status 
in 2009.  He still planned to do that. 
 

The Board had previously agreed to reserve a table at the Farmer’s Market for three 
dates.  They wanted Mr. Espe to arrange for it and email members a booth-manning 
schedule they could volunteer to fill. 
 

The Board agreed that each future agenda would list updates on previous board 
action decisions and requests under “Old Business.”  They also decided to start and 
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maintain a list of grants they might apply for.  They wanted Grant Discussion to be a 
permanent agenda item. 
 
Other Updates 
Vice Chair Colver pointed out the new Sustainability Advisory Board  (SAB) had mailed 
out material that encouraged water and energy conservation, but it said nothing about 
maintaining the City’s “built” environment, even though preservation was the most 
“sustainable” thing the City could do.  She showed the Board an electronic presentation 
she had designed with the theme, “Preservation Equals Sustainability.”  She volunteered 
to become the HRAB liaison to the SAB and show it to the SAB. 
 
Tim Mather agreed with the part of Vice Chair Colver’s presentation that advocated 
deconstruction and recycling of houses.  He wanted to promote sustainable recycling.  He 
suggested requiring an owner to post a sign outside during demolition that explained 
what percentage of the materials was to be recycled.  He reported that many homes that 
were demolished were removed because the cost of remodeling them was more 
burdensome than the cost of tearing them down and building new.  He acknowledged that 
there was a cost to deconstructing a house, but sometimes the owner might be able to use 
the related tax write-off. 
 
Vice Chair Colver said she wanted the City to require deconstruction when the owner 
removed a house.  She said she had served on the Infill Task Force.  They found the 
existing code inadvertently encouraged teardowns because if a non-conforming house 
were expanded so the resulting value of the house was 50% or more than the “then 
replacement cost” (or replacement cost at the time of the damage)  then the entire house 
had to conform to current zone standards. 
 
Board members decided to hear the scheduled presentation from an SAB representative 
in June and ask the SAB to hear Vice Chair Colver's presentation in July. 
 

Vice Chair Colver related that she had volunteered to write quarterly articles for 
Hello LO! during the centennial celebration year.  No one had asked the HRAB to send a 
liaison to serve on the Centennial Celebration Committee, so Ms. Holwerda volunteered 
to talk to Bonnie Hershberger about that.  Members hoped the celebration could highlight 
historic preservation. 

 
VII. ADJOURNMENT 

 
The next meeting was scheduled for June 10, 2009.  There being no further business, 
Chair McGuire adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:00 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Paul Espe 
Associate Planner 
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