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City of Lake Oswego 
Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
June 10, 2009 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
Chair Jeannie McGuire called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of June 
10, 2009 to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Courtroom of City Hall, 380 “A” Avenue, 
Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present were Chair Jeannie McGuire, Vice Chair Marylou Colver and Phil 
Burgess, Craig Foster and Kasey Holwerda.  Tim Mather and Joanne Naylor were 
excused. 
 
Other attendees included Roger Hennagin, Council Liaison; Paul Espe, Staff Liaison; 
Adrienne Donovan Boyd, Historic Preservation Intern and guests Patrick Rowe and 
Amin Wahab. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The vote on the Minutes of March 11, 2009 was postponed because not enough 
members present were eligible to vote on them. 
 
The Minutes of April 8, 2009 were corrected and approved by unanimous vote of those 
members eligible to vote on them.  The Board then examined the minutes of each of the 
above meetings to identify and determine the status of action items they had agreed to 
at those meetings. 
 

III. GUEST SPEAKERS 
 
Patrick Rowe, Sustainability Advisory Board (SAB) Liaison to the Historic Resources 
Advisory Board (HRAB), explained that “sustainability” was meeting present needs 
without compromising the ability to meet future needs.  If everyone on earth lived like 
Americans did, it would eventually require 13 Earth’s worth of resources to sustain the 
population.  Sustainability did not just involve being “green” - it required a more holistic 
approach that was concerned about the “triple bottom line” of environmental, social and 
economic affects.  He said Eugene and Corvallis had each adopted both a city and a 
community sustainability plan.  Lake Oswego had adopted a City (operational) 
Sustainability Plan in 2007.  The SAB was charged with developing the community 
sustainability plan.  During the discussion period, Mr. Rowe assured the group that an 
international panel on climate change had verified that climate change was actually 
happening and it would cause problems.  He also assured them that taking the holistic 
approach meant there would be a balance - no measure would be adopted that would 
“kill” the economy.  He reported that during Sustainability Action Month (May 2009) the 
SAB had held educational events and signed people up for energy reviews and water 
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use audits.  They were just about to begin work on the community sustainability plan.  
They wanted to hear from all stakeholders.   
 

The HRAB appointed Vice Chair Colver to be their liaison to the SAB and she was 
scheduled to present, “Preservation Equals Sustainability” at the August SAB meeting.  
She wanted the City to change the code so it encouraged saving existing structures and 
required deconstruction when a house had to be torn down.  She was particularly 
concerned about the code provision that a remodeling project that increased the value of 
the house by 50% had to meet the same standards as new construction.  Mr. Rowe 
related that the SAB had heard from a resident who wanted the code changed so she 
would not have to plant street trees that would block solar access to her future new 
home in the First Addition Neighbors/Forest Hills Neighborhood Association (FAN).  He 
anticipated that the SAB would recommend some code changes when they submitted 
the draft community sustainability plan.  His term on the SAB was ending, but he said he 
would recommend that the SAB appoint an architect to serve as SAB Liaison to the 
HRAB.  Mr. Espe encouraged Board members to attend Planning Commission meetings 
because that body was considering code updates.  He explained the Code’s 50% value 
increase threshold was intended to prevent someone from removing all but one wall of a 
house and building around it so it would not be considered new construction.  Mr. 
Hennagin recalled a report that the City benefited from significant (47%) tree canopy.  
Mr. Rowe recalled that some communities got their energy from large, offsite, solar 
arrays. 
 

Adrienne Donovan Boyd, Historic Preservation Intern, reported that she was 
identifying and surveying houses that were to serve as examples of mid-century 
architecture in the Mid-Century Context Statement.  She showed photographs of some 
of them and reported what she knew about them.  She said she had begun her work by 
looking for good examples of architecture designed by the architects of that time period.  
When asked, she said “mid-century” referred to the period 1935 to 1965.  Members did 
not have a copy of the list of ten houses she planned to survey so she listed them aloud.  
Residential properties at 315 Berwick Street, 1700 Ridgecrest, 589 Ridgeway Road, 128 
Goodall Road, 1552 Chandler Road, 13081 Knaus Road, 555 Country Club Road, and 
252 Berwick; and two commercial properties - Wizers Shopping Center and the 
Lakeshore Inn.  She reported finding the Lake Oswego Chamber of Commerce had 
saved almost all of their flyers and maps since 1959.  She had suggested they donate 
them to the Library. 
 
Ms. Donovan Boyd said the information about mid-century architects and examples of 
their work would be made part of a context statement, which would show how the City 
grew:  She said it would also show how architecture, businesses, the Hunt Club, 
recreational facilities and the local transportation pattern had developed.  Others 
suggested she research the man who constructed Boones Ferry Road (a descendent of 
Daniel Boone); how Market Road became Country Club Road; a woman named 
Winterood, who had been one of the first female, licensed architects in Oregon; 
architects Oshatz, Hemenway, Pipes and Eichler; and mid-century roman brick houses.  
Board members thanked Ms. Donovan Boyd for her efforts. 
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IV. PETITIONS/COMMUNICATIONS 

 
Chair McGuire circulated information she had received at an open house regarding 
changes to the historic arched bridge across the Willamette River at Oregon City.  The 
bridge was on the National Register of Historic Places, so Secretary of Interior standards 
applied, and it could not be widened.  It would be closed for two years. 
 
Chair McGuire related that due to internal communication problems, most of the Pioneer 
Cemetery Board of Directors had not known about the City presenting a Cemetery 
representative with the landmark plaque.  To rectify that, the Cemetery project head  
gave Chair McGuire a list of board members and they agreed that the HRAB and the 
board would keep each other up-to-date regarding what they were each doing.  The 
representative Chair McGuire had talked with indicated he did not know that the HRAB 
had examined and approved a landscaping plan for the cemetery site and that the 
applicant had to follow the plan as a condition of approval of moving a caretaker’s house 
to the site.  He told her he would look for the plaque. 
 

Chair McGuire asked staff to update and distribute the HRAB membership roster. 
 

V. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Centennial Update 
 
Ms. Holwerda reported that she had heard nothing since she had advised Citizens 
Information Center staff that she was the HRAB Liaison to the Centennial Planning 
Committee and asked them to alert her when they planned a meeting.  She planned to 
check back again. 
 
Grant Writing 
 

Mr. Espe reported that the City Manager had signed the Certified Local 
Government (CLG) Grant agreement that day and it had been sent to State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO).  Members suggested applying for other grants too.  Mr. 
Espe said he had no problem writing a grant application, but it would take more staffing 
resources to hire the intern, contract with a consultant, and administer, maintain and 
close a grant within the required time frame.  He clarified that the 2011-12 CLG Grant 
application anticipated the funds would be used to pay interns to survey more mid-
century and iron sites and work on a context statement for the Iron Heritage Trail.  Ms. 
Holwerda suggested expanding the scope of the next CLG Grant application so the 
Board could survey more older-than-mid-century houses. 
 
Chapter 58 Discussion – Removal and Demolition of a Historic Resource 
 
The Board asked Mr. Espe to explain the process the Code required for removing a 
landmark designation or removing or demolishing a landmark structure.  He advised that 
a court decision in a case against the City of Hillsboro had established that when a 
jurisdiction imposed designation during ownership that owner could have it removed.  A 
subsequent owner had to demonstrate in a pubic hearing that the request met specific 
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criteria in order to have the designation removed.  He related that planning staff was 
going to discuss the process with the City Attorney the next day, because the Code was 
not clear.  Mr. Espe advised that an owner’s first step was to schedule a pre-application 
conference with staff during which time staff would explain what the process was; what 
the options were; and what criteria the applicant had to address to accomplish what they 
wanted.  He explained that when a land use decision was to be made by the 
Development Review Commission (DRC), HRAB members could attend the pre-
application conference because the HRAB capacity was as an advisory body.  He 
indicated that when the HRAB was to be the decision-making body, the members should 
be careful about discussing the case.  They could talk to staff about it, and to each other, 
except if there was a quorum that would qualify it as a public meeting.  Mr. Espe said 
staff had to issue a report on the completeness of the application within 30 days of 
receiving it, then a public hearing would be scheduled.  Public notice of the hearing was 
mailed to properties within 300 feet of the site.  A packet containing the application, staff 
report and other written testimony and supporting documents was to be mailed to HRAB 
members and made available to the public no later than ten days before the hearing.  
The land use application had to be processed within 120-days.  That included the time it 
would take to appeal to the City Council.  If the City took too long, the applicant could 
ask the Circuit Court to render a decision on the application. 
 
Mr. Espe advised that if the City decided not to remove the designation and the applicant 
wanted to move or demolish a designated landmark, they had to provide a preservation 
plan.  The process required them to prove that they made a “good faith” effort to find 
someone to buy and move the building.  That essentially put a 120-day stay on 
demolition, even if the applicant did everything right.  Moving the landmark had to 
conform to specific code criteria.  One criterion was that the new site would not greatly 
reduce the historic and/or architectural significance of the land mark.  The applicant also 
had to submit an Economic, Social, Environmental and Energy (ESEE) Analysis that 
weighed the benefits of not moving the building against the benefits of removing it from 
the area.  Another criterion required the applicant to show that a Building Department 
official had deemed the landmark structure a hazard and an unsafe structure that 
needed to be removed immediately.  If the applicant argued that denial of their request 
would deny them reasonable use of the property, then it would be more of a challenge 
for the City to deal with.  What constituted reasonable use of the property was subject to 
interpretation. The City’s application fee was $3,500 and a denial by HRAB denial could 
be appealed to the City Council. 
 
Farmers Market Signups 
 
Mr. Espe indicated that he had reserved a table at the August 1st Farmers Market.  He 
circulated the signup sheet.  Ms. Holwerda suggested reserving a Market table during 
National Preservation Month (May) next year. 
 

VI. IRON INDUSTRY HERITAGE TRAIL TASK FORCE 
 
Members agreed to postpone this discussion in order to give the subcommittee they  
formed at their last meeting more time to accomplish their work. 
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VII. UPDATES 
 
Landmark Designation and Real Estate Activity 
 
Vice Chair Colver reported that a Landmark designation house on 2nd and C Streets was 
for sale. Mr. Espe reported that he had asked the GIS staff to show all designated 
properties on the zoning atlas.   
 

Chair McGuire asked Mr. Espe to update and distribute the list of all properties that 
had received a landmark plaque and those that had not.   
 

She asked him to double check on whether the Country Club had ever been given 
a plaque. 

 
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

 
There being no further business, Chair McGuire adjourned the meeting at 9:05 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Paul Espe 
Associate Planner 


