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City of Lake Oswego 

Historic Resources Advisory Board 
Minutes 

 
August 12, 2009 

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
 
Vice Chair Marylou Colver called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of 
August 12, 2009 to order at approximately 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of 
City Hall, 380 “A” Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon.  Members present:  Vice Chair 
Marylou Colver, Phil Burgess, Craig Foster, Kasey Holwerda, Tim Mather and 
Joanne Naylor. Chair Jeannie McGuire was excused.   Guest:  Tia Ross.  Staff 
present:  Paul Espe, Staff Liaison/Associate Planner. 
 

II. MINUTES (None) 
 

III. PETITIONS / COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Holwerda reported that if the HRAB wanted to host an event during the Centennial 
Celebration they had to apply. See “Centennial Update” discussion below.     
 

IV. NEW BUSINESS 
 
Alteration of Historic Landmark  - 2535 Glenmorrie Drive 
 
Colver and Espe attended a preapplication conference to learn about a proposal to 
add a bathroom to the rear of 2535 Glenmorrie Drive (Rudolph and Jane Erickson 
House).  The house was a Landmark and in a Sensitive Lands Overlay District.  
The owners wanted to build a second bathroom over an existing deck that was on 
stilts at the edge of a ravine.  The deck was a “nonconforming structure” because it 
encroached into the protected resource area. The HRAB considered how to make 
the addition more compatible with the house without boxing in the ground level to 
make it look better.  Espe had advised that those structural modifications were not 
allowed in the resource district.  However, the code would allow the owners to add 
a second story (the enclosed deck) to fill in the area of the existing deck.  Enclosing 
the deck was the only place the owners could add on because they had built a 
garage a few years ago and could not encroach into the stream corridor buffer any 
further.   
 
Board members acknowledged that it would be a costly and significant design 
change to ask the owners to change the plan from a shed roof dormer to a larger, 
gabled, addition that might be more compatible with the house.  They noted the 
addition would not be very visible because it was on the rear of the house, next to a 
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steep ravine and buffered by trees.  To add a second bathroom was a reasonable 
request.   
 
The Board did not favor the look of being on stilts, but it had to be that way to 
protect natural resources.  They looked for ways to improve the appearance.  
Mather suggested the owners add a fourth column and box in the columns so they 
were 12” x 12” to make the addition look more substantial and less like an enclosed 
deck.   He agreed that it would be nice to add a knee brace support bracket.  The 
Board encouraged the use of true-divided light windows and siding that was 
compatible with the existing dwelling.  Espe said he would pass those suggestions 
on to the planner working on the application, who would incorporate them into the 
conditions of approval.  Mather advised the solution the Board was recommending 
was reasonable and should cost hundreds – not tens of thousands – of dollars.   
 
 

V. OLD BUSINESS 
 
Farmers Market 
 
Members related their experiences at the HRAB Farmers Market booth on July 25th 
and August 1st.   The owner of an older house on the lake had asked how to gain 
Landmark designation.  Holwerda planned to look at it to see if it would be a good 
candidate to survey for the Cultural Resources Inventory.  The architect / owner of 
a 1950’s house at the edge of FAN had been very interested in the survey project.  
He said his house was an excellent example of mid-century architecture.  The new 
map that showed what eras houses had been built had been very popular. Copies 
of that map might make good souvenirs.  There had even been some interest in the 
Christmas ornaments the HRAB found hard to sell in the past.   
 
The Board liked the idea of selling the new map at the Farmers Market and via the 
City’s online store and using the proceeds to buy Landmark plaques and for other 
projects.    It was color-coded to show the eras when houses had been built and 
was created by the CLG intern.  They wanted the staff to add Landmark houses to 
it.   The map should probably be large enough for people to display on their walls.  
The map on display at the Farmers Market should probably be laminated.  They 
would have to purchase tubes for the maps.  They also needed an account into 
which they could deposit the proceeds.  They estimated they could start by 
purchasing 25 maps and tubes and selling them for about $20.00 each. 
 
Colver reported that after the new map, the next biggest draw had been the 
photographs Espe had printed off the website.  Espe announced that he was 
working on improving pictures and how the website functioned and he was going to 
add the new map, pictures of Landmarks, and information about the Landmark 
Plaque program.  The website would also announce when houses were proposed 
to be torn down.  Currently, a house on 6th Street was proposed to be removed.  
Two young attendees at the Farmers Market had expressed interest in serving as 
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HRAB youth members.  Espe advised that candidates had to live in Lake Oswego 
and attend one of the local high schools.  They received high school credit for it.   
 
The HRAB’s last Farmers Market booth this year is on September 19th.  Naylor and 
Burgess were scheduled to work in the morning and Ross and Mather were to be 
there in the afternoon.  Colver thanked Espe for his efforts to gather the equipment 
necessary to set up the booth and take it down.   
 

Espe said he intended to put together a set of booth equipment for future 
use, so he did not have to spend time digging through his garage or City Hall to 
find a pop-up canopy, tables and equipment to create a good booth.  He also 
planned to ask the Parks Department to reserve space for boards and 
commissions earlier than for other vendors so there was time to discuss and set 
booth-staffing dates at board meetings.  The group liked the pop-up canopy Espe 
had brought for them to use.  They noted his effort to gather equipment and set up 
the booth used up half of his Saturday.  They suggested the City provide all boards 
with the necessary equipment for a booth and a place to store them.  Espe 
explained the Parks Department used to provide the equipment, but they claimed 
that equipment was lost or returned broken, so they no longer provide these 
materials.     
 
Grant Opportunities 
 
o Preserving Oregon Grant - Worker’s Cottage 
 
Espe reported that he was looking into getting a grant to complete the preliminary 
stabilization phase at the Worker’s Cottage.  The grant would be $20,000, so the 
City would have to provide an additional $53,000 to complete the project.  He had 
provided the City Manager with an estimate of what each phase would cost and 
two options.  The options were to ask the City Council for the full amount to finish 
the entire rehabilitation project, or to ask them for the $50,000 to complete the 
stabilization phase.  Board members stressed that if the City ever considered doing 
something else with the Cottage the HRAB should be offered an opportunity to 
participate in the discussion.   
 
o University of Oregon Field Preservation School 
 
Espe related that the City might have had a better chance of getting this grant last 
year.  This year many more projects were competing for it.  It would pay for low-
cost labor supervised by a preservation expert to rehab the Worker’s Cottage.   
 

He planned to ask Liz Carter for advice about how to get in the queue.  He 
confirmed that he was getting lots of grant availability announcements.  But the 
challenge was that grant cycles did not correspond with the City’s fiscal year 
budget cycle, so he had to ask for the necessary matching funds and the  
“overmatch” (the additional amount needed to complete the project) after the City 
Council had adopted a budget.  Beyond that, staffing resources were required to 
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initiate a grant, monitor it, and close it out.  Holwerda related that an Iron Furnace 
Project in Kentucky had received federal stimulus money.   
 
Centennial Update 
 
Holwerda asked to be alerted when the Centennial Committee scheduled a 
meeting, but had heard nothing from them.  However, she had received a letter 
from Cindy Thompson of “Event Productions”, a private events contractor hired by 
the city that had been sent to businesses, neighborhood associations, and 
nonprofit and civic groups.  It said the Event Planning Team wanted to hear from 
those who wanted to host an event during the Centennial Celebration in 2010.  She 
said they listed the key events as Introduction of Centennial Ambassadors; a 
citywide scavenger hunt; an historical video to be shown at local venues; a 
sustainability dinner showcasing local chefs; a large community event at Luscher 
Farm; and a time capsule at Millennium Park.  She suggested the HRAB consider 
an event focused on the Iron Furnace.  The members planned to discuss this idea 
at their next meeting.  Colver still planned to work on the 20-panel neighborhood 
history exhibit she had described at a previous Board meeting and write quarterly 
Hello LO!  articles on behalf of the HRAB.  She also offered to ask the City 
Manager for a Centennial Celebration plan update.   
 
2010 Intensive Level Survey - Future Properties 
Landmark Designation Listing - Future Properties 
 
Holwerda said she and Jeannie McGuire recommended that the HRAB focus their 
efforts on those owners who had expressed interest in placing their property on the 
Landmark Designation Listing (LDL).  Those should be the next group of properties 
surveyed.  Several years ago the Board had sent a letter to owners of property on 
the Cultural Resources Inventory (CRI) asking them if they wanted to place their 
property on the LDL, but the only owner who had responded had subsequently lost 
interest.  Holwerda and McGuire compiled a list of 14 of properties they suggested 
be surveyed.  Most were owners who had expressed interest, and two were 
National Register properties that were not on the Cultural Resources Inventory 
(CRI) yet, and had not been surveyed.  Holwerda pointed out the CRI also included 
a list of properties that had not been surveyed at the time the CRI was created that 
the creators’ thought should be surveyed at some future time. She asked how 
many properties an intern could survey in the grant period. Espe advised Adrienne 
Boyd had surveyed ten mid-century properties during the last grant cycle and 
would survey ten more during the current cycle.   
 
Espe found a list of about 40 addresses that had been compiled by the previous 
staff liaison for some reason.  He asked the group to look at a slide show of those 
houses with him and offer their comments.  As they examined the photographs the 
group thought it was likely that none of them had been surveyed and some of them 
had been gutted and remodeled or torn down.  There was a group of houses on 
North Shore they worried might be in danger.  Some of those owners might need to 
sell them.  Those houses should be surveyed, but the Board had to limit the list of 
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properties to be surveyed this CLG grant cycle to about ten.  They wondered what 
could be done to entice those owners to place their property on the LDL?   
 
Board members recalled people came to their Farmers Market booth and asked 
what benefit it would be to them to place their property on the LDL.  The Board saw 
a need to offer some kind of benefit to entice owners to do that.  Holwerda 
suggested they ask the Mayor to ask the City Council to consider offering 
something – perhaps a tax incentive.  The “Frequently Asked Questions” handout 
the HRAB distributed at the Farmers Market talked about a special tax assessment 
break, but they thought that was from the state, not the City.   
 

 They asked Espe to find out if an owner could benefit from that break even if 
their house was not on the National Register.  Espe advised the Board they might 
have to choose what funding request they wanted to focus on.  Did they want to 
ask the City Council for funding to rehab the Workers Cottage, or to offer tax 
breaks?  He encouraged them to choose the Workers Cottage.  Holwerda 
anticipated the Board also might decide to ask for funding for the Iron Heritage 
Trail program.  So perhaps it was best to just keep the idea of asking the City 
Council to once again consider offering tax incentives in their queue of things to 
do.     
 
The members looked at Holwerda’s list.  Tia Ross reported that the owners of 1051 
Sunningdale (#2 on the list) wanted to remove the entire house and build a new 
one.  Colver was working with the owners of Sacred Hearth Church.  Holwerda 
knew the owners of the house on Phantom Bluff Court.  The owners of the two 
houses on the National Register had declined to be on the LDL the last time they 
had been asked, but perhaps the HRAB should ask them again.  Owners of the 
Red Electric Substation had not responded to a letter the Board had once sent to 
them.  Espe reported the owner of 589 Ridgeway wanted to be on the LDL and 
Boyd  had already surveyed it.  It had been damaged by a falling tree, but repaired 
correctly.  The owners of 1592 Chandler Place wanted to be on the LDL.  Ross 
offered to contact the School District to find out if they wanted to place the Swim 
Park on the LDL.  No one was sure who had suggested putting 1267 Cherry Lane 
on the willing owners list.  That was the list the Board would work on.  Members 
were to contact Holwerda if they learned of other owners who wanted to place their 
property on the LDL.   
  
Many landmark sites were not yet plaqued.  Espe maintained the list of plaqued 
and non-plaqued sites.  He had mailed an invitation letter to Landmark owners 
without plaques with a photograph of a plaque during Preservation Week and 
received responses from four properties.   
 
Old Headgate Site – Interpretive Plaque 
 
Colver suggested and observed a consensus to survey the Old Headgate and 
place it on the LDL.   
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VI. UPDATES 
 
Certified Local Government (CLG) Update 
 

Espe announced the City had been awarded another CLG grant.  He 
renewed consultant Liz Carter’s contract and intern Adrienne Boyd had also 
agreed to say another year.  He was looking for a second intern to do the iron 
industry context statement and related survey work.  The group asked him to thank 
Boyd for her excellent work.   
 
SHPO / City Cultural Resources Database Project 
 
Colver reported that she met with Carissa Barrett, architect and part-time librarian 
in charge of the data entry project.  She reported that the library volunteers were 
making progress and the project was in good hands.  She found out that volunteers 
had entered about one-third of the data (about 200 properties) so far.  The work 
was slowed by some constraints related to certain formatting limitations of the 
SHPO database software, volunteer schedules, a learning curve, and access to the 
computer that had the database on it.  For example, the SHPO database offered 
no special field to enter “Landmark Designation,” so the keyers were putting it in 
the general notes section.  Barrett reviewed everything that was entered.  Colver 
reported she had learned that the previous HRAB staff liaison Paige Goganian had 
placed the original CRI photographs the board had been looking for at the library 
and the librarians were considering how to use them.  Holwerda asked Espe to 
ensure the 20 original CRI photographs the HRAB had been showing at the 
Farmers Market were delivered to the library.     
 
Espe reported that the SHPO website did not include the database and indicated 
that it may be readily accessed through that resource.  SHPO is waiting to receive 
locally entered data before they developed their database.  It is likely that it will be 
made available on an “as needed” basis rather than on the website.   
 

 He met with IT and Library staff to talk about the project, its linkage to the city’s 
website and website improvement.  IT staff could revamp the HRAB website and 
place links in it to the SHPO database and the Library’s collection of photographs.   
 

Colver suggested that now that the Board knew the database project was 
moving forward, Planning Staff should start working on the Ridgeway house 
owners’ application for LDL designation.  Espe related that he had inventoried the 
Wizer Shopping Center in anticipation that its site would eventually be 
redeveloped.   
 
Pietro Belluschi House 
 
Mather reported although the president and other officers and managers at 
Marylhurst University supported reconstructing Belluschi House on campus, other 
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university entities also had to approve the project.  He contacted over 30 grant 
organizations.  He anticipated the project would move forward.   
 
National Historic Districts 
 
Holwerda reported that West Linn’s Willamette Historic District had just been 
accepted to the National Register of Historic Places.  Espe recalled Oregon City 
had two National Register districts.  Colver recalled that Old Town had initiated an 
application for the recognition, but it was not supported by the neighborhood.  She 
hoped South Town might be become a historic district sometime in the future.   
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, September 9, 2009.  There being 
no further business, Vice Chair Colver adjourned the meeting at approximately 
8:15 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Paul Espe 
Associate Planner 
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