
  

 
City of Lake Oswego 

Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 
 

January 13, 2010 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
 
Chair Jeannie McGuire called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of January 13, 
2010 to order at 7:04 p.m. in the City Council Workroom of City Hall, 380 “A” Avenue, Lake 
Oswego, Oregon.  Members present:  Chair McGuire, Vice Chair Marylou Colver, Craig Foster, 
*Kasey Holwerda, Tim Mather, Joanne Naylor and Whitney Tolar (Youth Member).  Council 
Liaison Roger Hennagin attended the meeting.  Guests:  Tia Ross, Susanna Kuo and Steve 
(last name undisclosed by guest, a resident of Portland). Staff present:  Paul Espe, Staff 
Liaison/Associate Planner 
 
II. MINUTES 
 
The vote on the Minutes of November 4, 2009 was postponed until later in the meeting.   
 
III. PETITIONS / COMMUNICATIONS 
 
CLG Historic Preservation Commission Member Form 

In order to maintain status as a Ceritfied Local Government, the State Historic Preservation 
Office (SHPO) required the City to submit information showing that at least two members of the 
board had specialized expertise.  Mather and Holwerda each agreed to complete a form and 
send it back to Espe to forward to SHPO.   
 
CLG Grant application deadline (2010-2011 Grant Cycle): February 26, 2010 

Espe asked the HRAB to identify grant projects for the next cycle.  He planned to apply for a 
$15,000 CLG grant. If the grant was approved the City would match this amount and a total of 
$30,000 would be available for projects.  He advised that if the funds were used to implement 
the Oswego Iron Heritage Trail that project alone would use up most of the money.  Another 
potential project could be to nominate Pioneer Cemetery for listing on the National Register.  
SHPO had suggested a multiple property National Register nomination for Iron Industry related 
sites or Marylhurst College.      
 
Last Fall the HRAB requested funds from the City Council for the Heritage Trail Project.  They 
had suggested to the City Council that the trail should be implemented as part of the City’s 2010 
Centennial Celebration.  Hennagin asked for another copy of the budget the HRAB had 
submitted with their presentation to the Council so he could take it to the Council’s goal setting 
session.  He also suggested the HRAB lobby the Parks and Recreation Director to put trail 
funding into her department’s proposed budget.  Hennagin observed that the Worker’s Cottage 
might be the ideal next project to benefit from hotel/motel tax funding after that funding stream 
paid off the Furnace project.  Espe would continue to pursue grant funding for the trail. 
*Holwerda joined the meeting.   
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Public Hearing Procedure Review 

Espe distributed information describing the procedure.  He anticipated the HRAB would hear an 
application to demolish a FAN property in the near future.  He clarified that the City did not have 
code related to demolition by neglect.  He cautioned that each Board member would have to 
declare and describe any ex parte contacts or site visits at the hearing.  He suggested that they 
contact him when they wanted to make a site visit so he could alert the applicant.   
 
Other Communications 

The City Council was going to hear a presentation from Rebuilding Center Deconstruction 
Services.  Mather clarified that an owner had another option besides paying an organization for 
deconstruction or hauling everything to a landfill.  The “hybrid” alternative was to let an 
organization take out the most valuable items, then let an excavator take the wood fiber and 
crushed concrete to recycling.  The hybrid process was usually less expensive and faster than 
complete deconstruction.   
 
The Lake Oswego planned a gala fundraiser on February 20th.  Oregon City was offering 
owners of historic properties funds for maintenance projects such as painting and gutter repair.  
SHPO was offering pass-through money for those kinds of projects.  McGuire circulated a 
newsletter from the newly revived Historic Preservation League of Oregon and an example of 
Clackamas County Heritage Council email communications.   
 
IV. NEW BUSINESS 
 
Cultural Resource Evaluation Criteria (to be included as a part of each context statement) 

Espe reported that SHPO was concerned that the City picked out viable candidates for historic 
designation in an ad hoc manner, not by evaluating them against clear and objective criteria.  
He showed the group an example of how the Cultural Resource Evaluation form had been 
completed for a property in Eugene.  He advised the CRI called for development of context 
statements and SHPO required context statements to include a cultural resources evaluation.  
These statements add value to local preservation programs by outlining specific projects, 
treatment strategies and the facilitation of grant funding.  Two interns were currently working on 
the Mid-Century and Iron Heritage context statements.  He advised the Board to develop the 
criteria so it could be applied in the future.  The Board stressed that the HRAB, not an intern, 
should decide how to rank properties.   
 
V. OLD BUSINESS 
 
Centennial Update 

Colver had three more articles to write for Hello L.O.  The HRAB would present Landmark 
plaques and the annual Merit Award.  Espe had reserved the display case in City Hall during 
Preservation Month (May).  McGuire planned to email the members the kickoff event 
announcement so those who wanted to attend could RSVP.  On January 22nd the Peg Tree was 
to be honored as a Century Tree.  The AmeriCorps worker was going to wrap the City’s 100-
year-old trees in silk material.  “Lake Oswego Retrospective” was to be shown at the kickoff 
event and at the Lake Twin Theater.  Espe advised the schedule of events was on Facebook 
and YouTube as well as on the City website.   
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Future properties for next year’s intensive level survey 
Future properties to be included in the City’s Landmark Designation List (LDL) 

The members had old lists. Espe planned to circulate updated lists via email that would include 
properties members had suggested be added.  This was to continued as standing agenda item.   
 
Oswego Iron Heritage Trail 

[See also discussion above under CLG Grant.]   The Mayor and a City Councilor had expressed 
interest in the trail at a recent Mayor’s roundtable.  If the interpretive panels were to be installed 
in 2010 the decision and funding would have to happen in time to hire someone to design and 
install them.  Guest Susanna Kuo, volunteered to offer the Parks and Recreation Department 
manager a recommended budget for the panels and report back to the Board.   
 
Properties to receive Landmark plaques during Preservation Week 

This discussion was postponed until the next meeting.  It was too soon to send the invitation 
letter out.  The Hunt might be a good candidate for a Landmark Plaque.  The problem with the 
Log Hoist was that a Landmark plaque would not explain what it was.  The Hoist fit the paper 
industry context because it had been used to lift logs out of the river and into rail cars going to 
the mill.  It could become a part of the Willamette Falls National Heritage Area if such a district 
were formed.   
 
Old Headgate site interpretive plaque 

This was to remain an ongoing agenda item until the Board found money to pay someone to 
write content and to pay for the panel.   
 
Iron Industry artifact storage update 

Espe reported the project manager for the Iron Furnace Restoration Project will be purchasing a 
shipping container and will be locating it on a City owned property on Rosemont Road.   
 
Process for revising Intensive Level Surveys 

The Board planned to work on this at a future meeting.  The process would be used to add 
properties to the CRI.    
 
VI. UPDATES 
 
Bickner Building 

Espe reported a florist company was interested in purchasing the building.  The city held a 
preapplication conference with the applicant and they determined that the building was not large 
enough to meet their future needs.   
 
No audio after this point:  Minutes were created from notes only:   
 
Capital Improvement Program (CIP) 

The Board wanted to know how the CIP related to HRAB activities.  Espe explained the CIP 
document is intended to provide general information regarding capital projects including project 
descriptions justifications costs and funding sources.  To be included in the CIP a project must 
be a minimum of 10,000 have a multi-year useful life and result in a capital asset.  The current 



 
City of Lake Oswego Historic Resources Advisory Board 
Minutes of January 13, 2010 Page 4 of 6 
 

5-year CIP document hasn’t been updated since it was adopted on March 15, 2005.  The 
process to develop the current CIP document began in mid January of this year and the city 
intends to update this document annually kicking off the process each year in September.   
 
Projects such as the furnace restoration, the rehabilitation and stabilization of the worker’s 
cottage and the Oswego Iron Industry Heritage Trail (OIHT) have been identified in the CIP.         
 
Pietro Belluschi House 

Tia Ross (Guest) and Tim Mather presented the plans and elevations illustrating the future 
relocation of the Petro Belluschi House at the Marylhurst Campus.  They discussed in detail the 
placement and restoration of the building.       
 
A Lake Oswego home designed by renowned Portland architect Pietro Belluschi will be 
reassembled on the campus of nearby Marylhurst University.  The 911-square-foot house, 
which was built in the 1950s and dismantled for preservation two years ago, features one large 
room with cork floors, hemlock paneling and beamed ceilings.  The Belluschi Pavilion, as it will 
be called, will be sited near the south end of Marylhurst's Lake Oswego campus.  
 
The house thought to be Lake Oswego’s only remaining structure by renowned Portland 
architect Pietro Belluschi will see a second life on the Marylhurst University campus. The small 
house from the 1950s has spent the last two years disassembled in 2,000 pieces in a storage 
container. The university expects to start work on siting and renovating the house in about a 
year.  
 
Fundraising efforts are expected to start soon with work tentatively scheduled to begin in 2011. 
Restorations alone are estimated to cost $300,000 to $400,000, said David  
Miller of the Friends of Belluschi group.  
 
Afterward, the university plans to allow art and interior design students to study the historic 
structure. It will also be used as a meeting room with rotating art shows.  
 
The house was dismantled in 2007 by Tia Ross (Guest), a local advocate for historic 
preservation, and Tim Mather, a Lake Oswego home restorer and builder. Since then, the 2,000 
pieces of the house have sat numbered and measured in a 48-foot storage container at 
Mather's company, MCM Construction.  
 
The longtime original owner, A.G. Griffith sold the house in 2005 to his next-door neighbor, 
George Hale. Hale tried unsuccessfully to sell it before making plans to build another house on 
the site. He eventually donated the house to Mather.  
 
The Italian-born Belluschi is noted for developing core elements of the Northwest regional style. 
He was involved in the design of more than 1,000 buildings, including the Portland Art Museum 
and other prominent local buildings. 
 
Trueblood House 

Tim Mather and Paul Espe reported on the inspection scheduled for December 16, 2009.         
Kevin and Shela Perrin conducted a complete tour of the house and all the progress that has 
been made so far.  All of the windows have been reconstructed, window frames have been 
rebuilt with new rope and sash weights and all of the upper floor windows have been installed. 
Jeannie McGuire suggested that the Perrin’s receive a gift certificate to recognize them for their 
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efforts.  There was also some discussion about nominating the Perrins to receive the Historic 
Preservation Merit Award.  It was then decided that they could receive the award next year, 
once the house was finished.     

There was some initial frustration with the process. The owner and city staff has indicated 
they are comfortable that the process is moving ahead with satisfactory solutions.  
They also stated that they would not be able to complete the project within the time 
specified due to some of these delays and will likely be requesting an additional extension 
so that work on the house can continue through the dry season of this year (2010).  Staff 
suggested that the Perrins hold an open house to showcase the restoration effort currently 
in progress. The Perrins agreed and scheduled the open house for January 24, 2010.      

INSPECTION OF WORK ITEMS 

Tim Mather and Paul Espe inspected the home and found that the work on the list was 
being completed in compliance with the Secretary of Interior Standards    

Espe stated that the Perrins are required to submit the final progress report no later than 
May 15, 2010.  The site inspection will be scheduled within two weeks of receipt of the 
progress report.  The owner is required to note all work items that apply and any additional 
work completed in the progress report submittal.  Any proposed changes to work items 
should be included.   
 
Willamette Falls Heritage Area meeting update  

Jeannie McGuire and Susanna Kuo attended this meeting and provided a brief 
summary.  The meeting kicks off a three year process to gain federal recognition for the 
stretch of the Willamette River between the mouths of the Clackamas and Tualatin 
rivers. Kuo and McGuire attended to determine if Lake Oswego can be included in this 
designation.    
 
Kurt Schrader introduced a bill into Congress seeking money for the feasibility study.  
If the bill passes this session, The Willamette Falls National Heritage Area could be 
established in two to three years.  
 
The industrial operations still doing business adjacent to Willamette Falls participated  
and  want additional information on any regulatory framework that would limit their 
ability to meet their customer’s needs.   
  
Kurt Schrader and others assured officials of Oregon City's Blue Heron Paper Co. that a 
national heritage area designation would not limit business opportunities. 
These areas are popular around the country because there is no land acquisition by the federal 
government and the Federal government only plays an advisory role.   
 
Landmarks: Development and Real Estate Activity 

There was no discussion on development and real estate activity.    
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VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting was scheduled on February 10, 2010.  There being no further business, Chair 
McGuire adjourned the meeting at 9:10 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paul Espe 
Associate Planner 
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