
 

 

 
 
 

City of Lake Oswego 
HISTORIC RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 

 
April 14, 2010 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 
 
Chair Jeannie McGuire called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of April 14, 2010, 
to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber of City Hall at 380 “A” Avenue, Lake Oswego, 
Oregon.  Members present: Chair Jeannie McGuire, Vice Chair Marylou Colver, Craig Foster, 
Kasey Holwerda, Erin O’Rourke-Meadors and Joanne Naylor.  Tim Mather was excused and 
Whitney Tolar (Youth Member) was absent.  Council Liaison Mary Olson participated in the 
meeting.  Guests:  Susanna Kuo and Diane Santee.  Staff present: Paul Espe, Staff 
Liaison/Associate Planner 
 
2. MINUTES 
 
The board examined and corrected the two sets of drafts.  Then Holwerda moved to approve 
the Minutes of January 13, 2010.  Foster seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous vote 
of those members present and eligible to vote.  Holwerda moved to approve the Minutes of 
February 10, 2010.  Colver seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous vote of those 
members present and eligible to vote. 
 
3. PETITIONS / COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Espe asked Board members to check their calendars and sign up for shifts at the Farmer’s 
Market.  The dates were June 26, July 31, August 21 and September 18, 2010.  The Centennial 
Exhibit was scheduled for July 17, 2010.   May is Preservation Month.  The HRAB was 
scheduled to present plaques and awards at the May 18th City Council meeting.   
 
Colver announced a Sunday walk that started at the furnace was planned.  She had also just 
discovered that Pietro Belluschi had designed Our Savior’s Lutheran Church on County Club 
Road when he was 91 years old.  Colver reported that she and Kuo had presented to the 
American Society of Environmental Historians.  The presentation described the City’s transition 
from the iron industry to high-end real estate.  Colver had been asked to give the same 
presentation to the Lake Oswego Leadership Group in May.  Foster thanked Colver for her 
fabulous job creating the insert in Hello LO.  Kuo thanked Diane and Richard Santee for their 
work at the Pioneer Cemetery.   
 
Espe announced that the Trueblood House owners requested another time extension to 
complete the work on the dwelling.  He planned to talk to them about working on the outside, 
installing windows, painting and putting on a new roof.  The neighbors were concerned about 
the aesthetic appearance of the building from the street and the continued state of the building.          
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4. NEW BUSINESS 
 
Oswego Centennial Celebration Event Planning 
 
The group discussed how to participate in the event at Luscher Farm on July 17th.  O’Rourke- 
Meadors, Colver and Kuo volunteered to create the HRAB presentation.  They would use the 
same one they were already working on for Lockfest.  O’Rourke-Meadors was to serve as the 
HRAB liaison for the centennial event and would work with Kathy Kern.    
 
Periodic Review 
 
Planners Sidaro Sin and Laura Weigel were scheduled to come to the next HRAB meeting to 
talk about Periodic Review of the Comprehensive Plan.  Espe distributed copies of the planners’ 
memorandum; the City Council resolution adopting the work program; and a copy of Goal 5 of 
the Comprehensive Plan.  Goal 5 addressed both historic resources and natural resources.  He 
explained the purpose of the review was to examine Comprehensive Plan guiding policies, not 
to fashion regulations.  But if Comprehensive Plan polices were changed during periodic review, 
the Community Development Code would thereafter need to be changed to implement those 
policy changes.  Board members agreed to read the material before the next meeting so they 
could discuss it.  Olson advised this was the time to start talking about the concept of 
deconstruction if the Board wanted to.  O’Rourke-Meadors suggested the board also talk about 
the concept of demolition through neglect.  Espe related that the Comprehensive Plan is used 
as a guide and does not (and should not) contain specific regulatory language.  Olson advised 
that Periodic Review would be a three-year, process.  Espe assured the Board they would have 
opportunities for input throughout the process.     
 
Save America’s Treasures Grant 
 
The Save America’s Treasures Grant was a large grant that required a multi-step process, a 
local government match, and a local liaison.  Espe noted the registration process took a month 
and the deadline was May 21st.  Kuo advised the site had to have local, regional and national 
significance.  Olson reported the proposed budget for next fiscal year had already been 
distributed.  The Board would put this item on their January 2011 agenda.  They had to find a 
grant writer.  None of the Board members had that kind of expertise.  Olson suggested they talk 
to the City Manager.  Perhaps the new project management analyst on staff person could take 
on the project.   
 
Lake Oswego / Tigard Pipeline Partnership 
 
McGuire reported she had received many emails from people who were concerned about where 
the pipeline would be routed.  There were archeological and other historic resources in the 
pipeline path.  The Board hoped Jane Heisler would come and talk to them about the project.  
O’Rourke-Meadors had read that the next oversight meeting was scheduled on May 3rd at the 
WEB.   
 
Errors on Centennial Website 
 
Colver and Kuo identified numerous errors on the Centennial Celebration website.  Colver  
talked to the website designer about some of them, but they had not been fixed.  Perhaps input 
would be more effective if they presented the list of necessary corrections as a board, instead of 
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as individuals.  Olson suggested sending the list to Parks and Recreation Director Kim Gilmer, 
who oversaw the contractors working on the website project.  Kuo and Colver were to compile 
the list of errors and send an email to the staff on behalf of the HRAB asking that they be fixed.  
Copies were to be sent to HRAB members.   
 
5. HISTORIC PRESERVATION MONTH 
 
Determine List of LDL property owners to receive plaques 
 
The owners of the Joseph Bickner Building, 468 N State Street, had asked for a plaque and the 
HRAB would present it to them at the May 18th City Council meeting.     
 
Preservation Merit Award 
 
Judie Hammerstad and Jerry Knippel were to be presented with Merit Awards.  McGuire was 
working with a calligrapher to prepare the award.  Espe planned to send a letter congratulating 
Hammerstad, Knippel and the owner of the Bickner building and formally inviting them to the 
City Council award ceremony.  Olson suggested arranging time for Colver to make her 
preservation presentation (Preservation = Sustainability) at the same meeting.  She also 
suggested showing the presentation in the tent during the Centennial Celebration at Luscher 
Farm.  The board agreed and observed that May was not only Preservation Month, but it was 
also Sustainability Month.   
 
Discuss plan for City Hall preservation display case and computer display 
 
The Board decided to show Colver’s preservation presentation in the lobby of City Hall and 
arrange a display of old house parts in the display case during Preservation Month.  Olson 
suggested also showing pictures of the Pietro Belluschi House being moved.  Espe planned to 
put up old photographs and set up Colver's presentation in the WEB.   
 
Sustainable Living Fair  
 
The Sustainable Living Fair was scheduled for May 22nd at the Holy Names Heritage Center.  
Tim Mather had arranged for a table for the HRAB.  Colver had sent him a link to her 
preservation presentation because he was interested in showing it at the fair.   
 
6. OLD BUSINESS 
 
Old Headgate Site Interpretive Plaque 
 
This was to remain an ongoing agenda item until the board agreed on the scope of what as to 
be interpreted, found someone to design it and got the money to pay for it.     
 
Expansion of allowed uses in historic structures (Conditional Use) 
 
Colver and O’Rourke-Meadors asked for more discussion.  O’Rourke-Meadors wanted the 
group to work to gain a better understanding of the implications of allowing expanded use of 
historic homes on Collector Streets.  She cautioned that TAB anticipated that many streets that 
were not classified as Collectors today would be classified that way sometime in the future.  She 
wanted to know if any other means of saving historic structures on Collector Streets had been 
explored.  Perhaps there could be another way, such as rezoning, to try to save Worthington 
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House, which was on an Arterial Street.  She wanted to hear what affected owners had to say.  
Foster wondered if a variance could be another means.  Colver was afraid historic structures 
with a lot of little rooms that did not accommodate businesses would end up being made into 
shells for commercial uses.  She did not support allowing expanded use on Arterial Streets, 
either.  Foster wanted to know how many structures would be affected.  McGuire wanted to 
examine the map to find out how many LDL properties were on Arterial and Collector Streets.   
 
Holwerda noted that many of the City’s Landmarks on arterials were used for business 
purposes.  Those were the ones most in jeopardy.  She did not have a problem allowing people 
to use historic homes on arterials for business purposes when they were very close to a 
business area.  She said she would rather see them made into shells than torn down.  But she 
had no desire to see expanded use on Collector Streets.  She recalled the HRAB had never 
discussed that.  They had only recommended allowing expanded us on Arterial Streets.  But 
somehow by the time the amendment got to the Planning Commission it talked about both 
Arterial and Collector Streets.  She had testified before the Planning Commission that the HRAB 
recommended allowing expanded use on Arterial Streets, but they had no opinion regarding 
Collector Streets because they had had never discussed Collector Streets. If that was going to 
be part of the amendment, they needed to discuss it.   She had told them she was not sure how 
Collector Streets ever got into the proposed amendment.    
 
The Board decided to send a memorandum to the Planning Commission to clarify that the 
HRAB had recommended allowing expansion on Arterial Streets, but they never recommended 
including Collector Streets and did not support it.  Olson encouraged them to also go and testify.  
Olson advised the Board to remember this when they were examining and discussing the 
Comprehensive Plan.   
 
Glenmorrie Bridge 
 
McGuire and others had visited the bridge site.  She suggested the HRAB conduct an intensive 
level survey of the bridge to document it and then put it on the Cultural Resources Inventory.  
Perhaps someday it might be made a Landmark.  Espe planned to eventually go out and 
photograph it for the survey.  Olson recalled the owner would love to preserve it, but he also 
wanted to sell the property.  She had suggested he talk to Three Rivers Land Conservancy.  
O’Rourke-Meadors hoped the Parks and Recreation Department would someday find the 
money to save and relocate houses from City-owned open space.  She suggested the HRAB 
think about making that an outreach activity in the future.  Holwerda recalled the HRAB had 
saved Trueblood House.  Olson reported hearing the neighbors were concerned about parking 
problems if the property became public open space.   
 
7. UPDATES 
 
Heritage Round Up 
 
McGuire and Colver had attended the Heritage Round Up.  They found this year’s Round Up did 
not have as much to offer as last year’s event.   
 
Iron Furnace Dedication 
 
McGuire reported the date of the dedication had not yet been determined.  Kuo and O’Rourke 
Meadors indicated they felt the event planners needed to put more emphasis on the furnace 
and local iron history during the celebration.   
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Landmarks: Development and Real Estate Activity 
 
The HRAB wanted to know the ramifications of the Demlow v City of Hillsboro ruling and if 
Oregon courts had made decisions in subsequent cases that could affect the case they were 
about to hear.  They all had copies of the hearing packet.  The Deputy City Attorney would talk 
to them about the applicable hearing procedure.  Espe advised an application for a demolition 
permit was treated the same way as a minor development permit application.  He clarified for 
the group that the Demlow v City of Hillsboro ruling was that if an owner could prove they had 
objected, but designation had been imposed on them anyway, they could simply ask that the 
property be removed from the Inventory.  But a subsequent buyer did not have that power.  He 
clarified that case did not apply to the application the HRAB was about to hear.  The application 
was subject to a complete hearing and review under the Demolition provisions of the Historic 
Preservation ordinance.   
 
A circa 1910-1920 house at 5th Street/B Avenue was going to be torn down to make way for 
townhouses.  Naylor planned to document it by taking photographs of it.  Foster offered to try to 
find out if legal ownership of the Worthington House, had been determined.   
 
 
Oregon Iron Heritage Trail Update 
 
McGuire announced the subcommittee was scheduled to meet on April 23.  They put the project 
on hold for a while until they knew it would be funded.  Naylor related that PRAB planned a 
special guided walk along the trail route in September.  She and Susanna Kuo would be the 
guides.  
 
8. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting was scheduled on Wednesday, May 12, 2010.  There being no further 
business Chair McGuire adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:00 p.m.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Paul Espe 
Associate Planner  
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