
  
 

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
November 10, 2010 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 
 
Chair McGuire called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of November 10, 2010, to 
order at 7:00 p.m. in the Santiam Room of the West End Building, 4010 Kruse Way, Lake 
Oswego, Oregon.  
 
Members present: Chair Jeannie McGuire, Craig Foster, Kasey Holwerda, Tim 

Mather and Joanne Naylor  
Members absent: Whitney Tolar (Youth Member) 
Council Liaison:  Mary Olson 
Guests: Jude Graham, Oswego Heritage Council; Ryan Stee, Parks and 

Recreation Department; Stephanie Wagner, Friends of Tryon 
Creek, Susanna Kuo; Corinna Campbell-Sack; Lisa Leahy; and 
Krista Gardner (From Metro) 

Staff present: Paul Espe, Staff Liaison/Associate Planner; Brant Williams, 
Director, Economic Development Department; and Denise 
Frisbee, Director, Planning and Building Services 

 
2. MINUTES  

2.1 October 13, 2010 (distributed for review) review and approval of the October 13 
minutes was deferred to the meeting of December 8th. 
 
3. PRESENTATIONS 

3.1 Foothills Redevelopment / Streetcar Terminal 

Brant Williams, Director, Economic Development Department, and Krista Gardner from Metro 
discussed the Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project. It was a multijurisdictional, multi-
agency, project managed by Metro and Tri-Met. The Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(DEIS) would be published on December 3rd. It talked about impacts the potential alignment 
might have, including the impact to properties that might be eligible for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places. There would be a 60-day public comment period before the final 
Environmental Impact Statement was issued. 

The project’s historic consultant looked for buildings in the “Area of Potential Affect” (150 feet 
on each side of the line) that were at least 50 years old. In downtown Lake Oswego, those 
properties were: 141 North State Street; 117 North State Street; 47 North State Street; and 27 
South State Street. Then she assessed each building’s potential to be listed on the National 
Register and submitted the completed survey forms to the State Historic Preservation Office 



City of Lake Oswego Historic Resources Advisory Board 
Minutes of November 10, 2010 

Page 2 of 4 

 

(SHPO). The consultant provided Reconnaissance Level Survey forms that found none of the 
four surveyed buildings was eligible for listing on the National Historic Register. They had been 
remodeled and lost their historic integrity. This information was included in the DEIS. 

During the questioning period, Ms Gardiner clarified the DEIS talked about potential impacts 
along the potential alignment, but future engineering work would determine exact alignment 
and impacts. She and Williams doubted the four buildings would have to be removed. She 
identified the consultant as Martha Richards, URS. HRAB members found some inaccuracies in 
the survey forms and they needed to be revised. The Board and guests observed that the 
consultant had only identified one of the buildings as a Richard Sundeleaf design when three of 
them were designed by Sundeleaf. They stressed that the facades of each of them could easily 
be brought back to the original look by adding the right architectural elements. They hoped that 
would happen. They were some of the few remaining examples of Sundeleaf’s work. Paul 
Murphy’s real estate office had been in one of the buildings. They thought of them as local 
historic structures. They observed that it would take more than the information on the Section 
106 forms to make the case to SHPO that a building should be designated. They were similar to 
Reconnaissance Level Surveys, not Intensive Level Surveys. The group wanted reassurance the 
buildings would not be demolished. Williams explained the line was projected to run behind the 
buildings so it would not impact them. He related that he and Marylou Colver had talked about 
how the project could actually enhance these buildings. He confirmed that Highway 43 would 
not be widened as a part of the proposed project. But sometime in the future the line might be 
extended past the Albertson’s terminus along Highway 43 to Marylhurst. He recommended that 
HRAB submit more specific recommendations and information about the buildings in writing 
during the public comment period so it could be considered before the final Environmental 
Impact Statement was issued.  

Ms. Gardiner clarified that the DEIS contained an analysis of impacts on neighborhoods as well 
as the analysis of individual properties. Chair McGuire wanted to know what the impact on Old 
Town would be. Williams anticipated a 300-stall park and ride parking structure at Albertsons 
would keep commuters from parking in the neighborhood. The Foothills redevelopment area 
extended to Leonard Street. A representative from each of the downtown neighborhoods 
served on the Foothills committee. *Mary Olson joined the meeting around 7:40 p.m. 
 
3.2 Oregon Iron Heritage Trail Subcommittee (OIHT) 

The City contracted with Susanna Kuo and Corinna Campbell-Sack to design eight OIHT 
interpretive signs: Workers’ Cottage (1); Roehr Park - second iron furnace site (2); Foothills Park 
- iron foundry (3); and Iron Mountain Park - iron mines (2). They had until June 30th to complete 
their work. They displayed conceptual examples of how the signs would look. One panel at each 
site would feature the map of the entire OIHT as well as Pioneer Cemetery and perhaps the 
charcoal mounds site in Tryon Creek State Park. Cemetery representatives had offered to pay 
for their own panels. Stephanie Wagner, Friends of Tryon Creek Park, confirmed Friends was 
interested in having signs too. The OIHT Subcommittee (composed of Kuo, Foster, Naylor, Ross 
and Chair McGuire) was to reconvene to talk about how to publicize the Trail.  
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4. NEW BUSINESS 

4.1 Election of Vice Chair 

Chair McGuire nominated Kasey Holwerda to serve as Vice Chair of the Historic Resources 
Advisory Board this motion was seconded by Tim Mather and Vice Chair Holwerda was elected 
by unanimous vote. *Denise Frisbee left the meeting 
 
4.2 Willamette Falls Heritage Area 

The HRAB decided to ask the City Council to partner with other jurisdictions who were talking 
about creating a Willamette Falls Heritage Area. Espe was to arrange for time on the City 
Council agenda and Chair McGuire was to talk to Ms. Kuo and Ms. Colver to collect literature to 
present to the Council and find out what was necessary to be allowed to participate in the 
effort. 
 
4.3 Workers’ Cottage Ongoing Maintenance 

A neighbor of the Workers’ Cottage had written to ask the City to do a better job of maintaining 
the Cottage. His letter listed things that needed to be addressed. The Cottage was technically a 
Parks and Recreation Department facility and they were responsible for maintenance. The 
types of maintenance activities that needed to be done included regular mowing, fixing fence 
pickets and installing gravel at the base of the fence, cleaning the roof, and some tree pruning. 
McGuire and Espe were to draft a letter to the Parks Director to ask for ongoing maintenance.  

The Kinsman Foundation had just awarded the City a grant of $15,000 to do basic stabilization 
work at the Cottage. The City needs to budget match money and the first phase of 
rehabilitation would cost $60,000. So the Foundation offered to let the City keep the money 
and apply for another grant next year. Espe reported that the Kinsman Foundation was 
interested in this project and that they would likely be awarded an additional 15,000 next year. 
Councilor Olson suggested the staff create a line item in this year’s budget so it could be 
considered during the next budgeting cycle. 
 
4.4 Purchase of National Register Plaques 

Plaques needed to be ordered for the Iron Furnace and 40 Wilbur Street. Chair McGuire 
planned to ask Ms. Colver for the information she had collected.  
 
4.5 HRAB Role in Preapplication Conferences 

Chair McGuire asked the staff to clarify the administrative policy regarding HRAB involvement 
in preapplication conferences. Espe was to encourage the Senior Management Team to provide 
it in time for the December HRAB meeting. 
 
5. OLD BUSINESS 

5.1 Directional Sign for Iron Furnace 

Espe was to arrange for the City to submit the application for the brown highway signs.  
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6. UPDATES 

6.1 Headgate Interpretive Material 

Chair McGuire and Tim Mather planned to work on this project. 
 
6.2 Trueblood House 

Espe reported that the project was slowly progressing. The garage façade and a couple more 
windows had been installed. The tree protection fencing was still up. He had heard no 
additional complaints from neighbors.  
 
6.3 Landmarks: Development and Real Estate Activity 

Espe and the Board discussed the need to make the public and the real estate community more 
aware of local historic structures. People tended to look at the title report before they 
purchased a property, but they typically did not call the City for general zoning questions or if it 
was a historic property. The staff would tell them if they called. During the contentious 
Sensitive Lands Second Look process, the staff suspended the practice of sending owners of 
Landmark properties an annual letter to remind them it was on the LDL and they had to 
maintain the integrity of the house. 15 of the 72 properties on the LDL were not marked with a 
plaque, but the entire list was on the City website. Foster suggested sending someone to talk to 
realtors groups during their Tuesday meetings. Other suggestions were for the City Council to 
adopt a requirement that the status be recorded on the title; to create an educational brochure 
and map that described what owners were allowed to do with an LDL property; and to reinstate 
the annual letter. Ms. Leahy related that what had worked in other jurisdictions she was 
familiar with was realtors and contractors were given the list of houses and advised that 
following the regulations would save them a lot of upset clients. Foster advised that Oregon law 
required an owner to complete and submit a state disclosure form to the buyer within five days 
after the purchase agreement was signed. The buyer had to sign a receipt showing they got it. 
He offered to meet with Espe before the next HRAB meeting to discuss their ideas.  
 
7. ADJOURNMENT 

The next meeting was scheduled on December 2, 2010. There being no further business Chair 
McGuire adjourned the meeting at 9:02 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Paul Espe 
Associate Planner  
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