
  
 

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
March 9, 2011 

 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 
 
Chair McGuire called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of March 9, 2011, to order 
at 7:03 p.m. in the Municipal Courtroom of City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon.   
 
Members present: Chair Jeannie McGuire, Vice Chair Kasey Holwerda, Craig Foster, 

Lisa Leahy, Tim Mather, Holly Rodway, and Donald Ross 
Members excused: Madeline Brewster (Youth Member) 
Council Liaison:  Mary Olson 
Guests: Jude Graham, Oswego Heritage Council;  

Susanna Kuo; and Tia Ross 
Staff present: Paul Espe, Staff Liaison/Associate Planner; and Brant Williams, 

Director, Economic and Capital Development Department 
 

1.1 Introduction of new HRAB members 
The Board welcomed new members Lisa Leahy, Holly Rodway and Donald Ross. 
 

1.2 Status of the Lake Oswego to Portland Transit (LOPT) project 
Brant Williams, Director, Economic and Capital Development Department, distributed copies of 
the Steering Committee recommendation.   It was to make the streetcar the Locally Preferred 
Alternative (LPA).  He reported the Citizens’ Advisory Committee had also voted to recommend 
the streetcar.  Approximately 450 comments had been submitted during the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) public comment period.    The project seemed to have 
good support in Portland, but there was mixed support in Lake Oswego.  The Council hearing on 
the LPA was scheduled for April 12.  The other potential partners would each also act on the 
LPA and then the Metro Council would make the final decision.  The next steps would be a Final 
Environmental Impact Statement and preliminary engineering.  Construction of a streetcar line 
could be 2016-2018.   He recalled the HRAB was concerned that Sundeleaf designed buildings 
near the end of the line might be impacted by the project.  The DEIS report had determined 
those buildings were not eligible for designation on the National Register of Historic Places.  He 
suggested the Board submit testimony at the Council hearing.  During the questioning period 
Chair McGuire confirmed the Board’s primary concern was protecting the Sundeleaf buildings.  
Ms. Holwerda observed the project had not thoroughly researched those buildings.  It had 
conducted a Reconnaissance Level Survey - not an Intensive Level Survey.  Mr. Williams then 
left the meeting.  The Board planned to submit testimony to the Council.  Ms. Holwerda was to 
revise the letter with exhibits the HRAB had submitted during the DEIS public comment period; 
circulate it to the members for final comments; and then forward it to Chair McGuire to sign.   
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2. MINUTES  
 
2.1 January 12, 2011 and February 9, 2011 

The Board corrected the drafts and then approved the Minutes of January 12, 2011 and the 
Minutes of February 9, 2011 in separate, unanimous, votes.   
 
3. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 
3.1 Update: Preserve America 

West Linn had been designated a Preserve America city.  The HRAB wanted to find out more 
about the program.  Tia Ross volunteered to do that.  Kasey Holwerda volunteered to find out 
more about how Lake Oswego could participate in the effort to form a Willamette Falls 
Heritage Area.  Tia Ross, HRAB guest, volunteered to find out more about the Willamette 
Heritage Foundation. 
 

3.2 Farmers’ Market Dates for 2011 
The dates the HRAB was scheduled to staff a booth at the Farmers’ Market were modified to 
June 25, July 30, August 20, and September 17.   
 

3.3 2011 Oregon Heritage Conference: A Blockbuster Community / Heritage Authenticity 
and Vision 

$1,200 had been budgeted to pay for members to attend the conference in Astoria, Oregon, 
April 7-9.  Chair McGuire planned to attend and several other members each indicated they 
would go for one day.  Mr. Espe asked them to email him with the dates so he could register 
them. Ms. Rodway volunteered to be in charge of coordinating the conference.  
 
4. NEW BUSINESS 

 
4.1 Workers’ Cottage – Discuss Options 

Mr. Espe, Chair McGuire and Mr. Mather had met with City Manager, Alex McIntyre, Assistant 
City Manager, David Donaldson, and Assistant Planning Director, Denny Egner to discuss the 
Worker’s Cottage.  It was in bad shape and needed stabilization and restoration.  The City had 
owned it for nine years, but done nothing about that.  It would take about $60,000 to do the 
stabilization work and even more to rehabilitate it.  At the meeting City officials indicated the 
City did not intend to invest any money in the building.  The group talked about moving it, but 
then narrowed the options down to selling it to a private party.  The City Manager asked the 
HRAB to propose how to do that.  The City had purchased the property for $180,000.  The 
group talked about putting a conservation easement on it and selling it at a reduced price to 
someone who would use the difference to restore it.  Mr. Mather advised the cost of 
restoration was so great that restoring the 848 sq. ft. structure would have to be a labor of 
love, not a financial investment.  The staff had already determined that the Kinsman 
Foundation would allow the City to apply two consecutive $15,000 matching grants to the 
project.  But the City would not match the grants.  Perhaps if the new owner were a nonprofit 
entity it would qualify for the grants.  Mr. Mather had suggested it should be used for a 
residence, not for an office or commercial business.  After it was made habitable someone 
should live in it.  The City could use the $600 to $800 a month rent to maintain it.  If it were sold 



City of Lake Oswego Historic Resources Advisory Board 
Minutes of March 9, 2011 

Page 3 of 4 

 

the conditions of sale should call for opening it to tours one day a year.  The City Manager had 
indicated to the group that he was apprehensive about selling the Cottage because the buyers 
might come back to say they had determined they could not complete the project because it 
cost too much.  Mr. Mather recalled how long Trueblood House work had taken and suggested 
giving the buyers a more realistic period of five or six years to get the work done.  He suggested 
selling the property for $60,000 to $80,000 and asking the buyers to stabilize it and restore it 
correctly.  That included a longer term plan to replace the window.  The Board talked about 
putting a conservation easement on the property, fashioning a list of conditions of sale, and 
asking the City to put the Cottage on the real estate market.   
 

4.2 Historic Preservation Month (May 2011) 
 

The merit awards, plaques and display case were briefly discussed and were deferred to the April HRAB 
meeting.    
 
5. OLD BUSINESS 

 
5.1 Future properties for next year’s intensive level survey 

The Board talked about locating all the Sundeleaf designed structures.  Chair McGuire asked 
Mr. Espe to contact the University of Oregon or the architect’s granddaughter to find out where 
they were. Holly Rodway volunteered to help him.  Ms. Holwerda had already given him her list 
of addresses. Other Board members were to email him the address whenever they found one.   
 

5.2 Designation of recently surveyed properties on LDL 
Draft letters have been prepared for distribution to recently surveyed properties. Staff will 
review and distribute this letter to properties that were recently surveyed asking owners if they 
would like to be designated on the Landmark Designation List.  
 

5.3 Reconnaissance Level Survey (RLS) 
Mr. Espe was compiling a list of properties for a Reconnaissance Level Survey (aka, “windshield 
survey”).  The survey would include the Lake Grove area.  The Board clarified they wanted to 
survey both residential and commercial buildings.  Mr. Espe asked members to email him 
addresses of buildings they believed should be surveyed. Various historic homes in this area 
were discussed. 
 

5.4 National Register plaques for the Workers’ Cottage and Iron Furnace / Museum signs 
for State Street and McVey 

Mr. Espe reported he had asked for money for these projects in the CLG grant application.   
 

5.5 Headgate Interpretive material (River Run Park interpretive material)  
Mr. Mather related that he and Chair McGuire had determined that neither of them was 
knowledgeable enough to write this.  They recommended the HRAB wait until it had the 
funding and then hire the right person to do the work.   
 
Mr. Mather also related he had seen an iron company financial statement that listed the canal 
as its second largest asset.  He believed the canal should be on the Oswego Iron Industry 
Heritage Trail.  He suggested the Oswego Iron Heritage Trail (OIHT) subcommittee discuss that 
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possibility. The subcommittee also needed to determine if the sign project would be done by 
June 30, the end of the budget year. Chair McGuire agreed to schedule a meeting and invited 
Mr. Mather to speak to the group. 

 
5.6 Survey revisions and database update 

The Murphy Building was the database project to be discussed that evening.  Marylou Colver 
had advised the Board that her research showed the correct name was “Ladd Estate Company 
Building.”  Ms. Graham described what Oswego Heritage Council had found when they 
researched the history of the house.  They had concluded that Murphy Building was the most 
accurate name.   Ms. Grahm offered to provide them with her research and sources by the next 
meeting.  The Board planned to ask Ms. Colver to do the same. 
 
6. UPDATES 

6.1 128 North Shore Circle 
Mr. Espe related that he had referred the owners to a consultant who could help them apply 
for National Register designation.     
 

6.2 16847 Greenbriar Road (Clara Weinstein House) 
Chair McGuire recalled the Board had previously discussed this property and Ms. Holwerda was 
to write the owners a letter.   
 

6.3 1097 Chandler Road (Van Houten House) 
Mr. Espe reported the owners had submitted a land use application to add new windows and 
expand the kitchen. They filed a second land use application to remove the building from the 
LDL. The alterations would be reviewed by the Development Review Commission and the 
Designation removal would be reviewed by HRAB. HRAB would have an advisory role in the DRC 
process to alter the structure. They will provide comments to be considered at the hearing.  
 
7. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting was scheduled on Wednesday, April 13, 2011.  There being no further 
business Chair McGuire adjourned the meeting at 9:05 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Paul Espe 
Associate Planner  
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