
  
 

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
July 13, 2011 

 

Members present: Chair Jeannie McGuire, Vice Chair Kasey Holwerda, Craig Foster, 
Tim Mather, Holly Rodway, Donald Ross 

Members excused/absent: Lisa Leahy (E), Madeline Brewster (A) 
Council Liaison:  Mary Olson (arrived during the meeting) 
Guests: Nancy Tongue, Susanna Kuo and Rick Cook 
Staff present: Paul Espe, Staff Liaison/Associate Planner; Kim Gilmer, Director, 

Parks and Recreation Department; Brant Williams, Director, 
Economic Development Department; and Matt Brown and 
Kristen White, Williams Dame White (consultants) 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 
 
Chair McGuire called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of July 13, 2011, to order 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Court Room of the City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon.   
 
2. MINUTES  

2.1 April 13, 2011 and May 4, 2011 
 
The two drafts were corrected.  Vice Chair Holwerda moved to approve the Minutes of April 13, 
2011 as corrected.  Craig Foster seconded the motion and it passed 6:0.  Ms. Holwerda moved 
to approve the Minutes of May 4, 2011 as corrected.  Craig Foster seconded the motion and it 
passed 6:0. 
 
3. PETITIONS / COMMUNICATIONS 

3.1 Update: Willamette Falls Heritage Area 
 
This discussion was postponed.  Marylou Colver had forwarded material on the Log Hoist for 
the Board to read.   
 

3.2 Update: Preserve America 
 
This discussion was postponed. Tia Ross was not present to provide an update.   
 

3.3 Farmers’ Market dates remaining: July 30, August 20 and September 17 
 
Mr. Espe reported the booth-staffing schedule had been filled.    
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3.4 OHC “Museum” sign 
 
The Oswego Heritage Council wanted to hang the sign on its building.  Chapter 58 Historic 
Preservation offered no guidance regarding signs.  Mr. Espe advised OHC had not yet 
submitted an application for a sign permit, but when it did he would send a copy to the 
HRAB.  He advised the staff interpretation was that to put a framed structure on the wall of 
an historic building was “alteration.”  He clarified that the City could not regulate sign 
content, but it could regulate sign compatibility.  Chair McGuire directed him to keep this 
item on the agenda until the matter was resolved. 

 
4. CITIZEN COMMENT 
 
Rick Cook, Shipley-Cook Farm, asked the HRAB to consider supporting adding an agricultural 
aspect to the Oswego Iron Heritage Trail.  The Board put the item on their August 10 meeting 
agenda. 
 
5. PRESENTATION 

5.1 Update: Foothills Framework Plan 
 
Brant Williams, Director, Economic and Capital Development Department; and Matt Brown and 
Kristen White, Williams Dame White, reported that the development team had arrived at a 
basic layout of the district to move forward with.  They had presented the draft framework plan 
to the Council and would vet it at public workshops.  It was configured in a way that allowed 
the two Sundeleaf-designed buildings to remain. During the discussion HRAB members 
indicated they were concerned about protecting the views of Mt. Hood from Downtown.  They 
were concerned about parking.  They wanted to know if a bridge or tunnel across State Street 
had been considered.  They suggested planning a restaurant/gathering spot with a view of the 
river.  Mr. Mather was a boater and liked the new dock.  He suggested having a marina there to 
connect with river activity.  Mr. Brown reported the Citizens Advisory Committee also wanted 
the views protected.  The conceptual intent of the plan was to do so, but the development 
standards to accomplish that still had to be developed. He clarified that even if the substation 
were relocated, the feeder lines would likely continue to be in view above ground because it 
was very expensive to underground them.  State Street on-grade crossings would be improved.  
A bridge had been briefly considered and then discounted because people would not likely wish 
to walk up the grade and out of their way to get across the street.  When asked, Mr. Brown 
advised that not having a streetcar would dramatically change the planned character (urban 
mixed use) and lower the level of development in Foothills. He observed future redevelopment 
of the apartments should include a restaurant. He reported the Council and the CAC made it 
clear they did not want to create a “Bridgeport Village” type of destination retail area.  The goal 
was to create neighborhood serving retail that complemented Downtown.  Patrons would park 
in the public parking facility and then walk around the district. Council wanted the plan to be 
financially feasible so that developers – not the City – paid for redevelopment.  Mr. Brown 
reported the development team had not found any other significant historic features so far.  
They planned to return to update the HRAB and ask for its recommendations later in the 
process. 
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6. NEW BUSINESS 

6.1 Incentive Funding Program for LDL Property Maintenance 
 
Mr. Espe reported he had already received an inquiry regarding money to paint their single 
family home on 737 Ash Street, the William Smith House. The Board asked him to draft a 
program that incorporated the best features of the Oregon City and West Linn programs. 
 

6.2 Oregon Tourism Matching Grants Program 
6.3 Kinsman Grant 

 
Mr. Espe reported that the state tourism grant was available.  It would require a long, 
complicated application process that included a prequalification step.  It would require a grant 
writer and staffing resources were required to administer it.  He did not have the ability to do 
that.  But he could apply for another Kinsman grant.  He was not sure Kinsman Foundation 
would support the Worker’s Cottage project after it learned how long it would take to see 
results.  Mr. Mather suggested paying a consultant to prepare the Oregon Tourism grant 
application, but the Board made no decision.   
 

6.4 Worker’s Cottage Subcommittee 
 
The Board generally agreed to consistently use the following punctuation:  Worker’s Cottage 
The following persons were appointed to serve on the working group: Corinna Campbell-Sak, 
Susanna Kuo, Marylou Colver, Don Ross, Kasey Holwerda, and Lisa Leahy.  The group was to 
utilize email to decide when to schedule its first meeting.   
 

6.5 Luscher Farm Master Plan 
 
Kim Gilmer, Director, Parks and Recreation Department, advised county historic designation 
applied to the portion of the Luscher Farm site with the buildings on it.  The Farm’s previous 
owner had willed the property to the City with a condition that it open a museum there.  In 
order to keep the property the City had to establish the museum within the next three years.  
The current (1997) master plan called for stabilizing the buildings and eventually opening them 
to the public.  Ms. Gilmer related that she wanted to ensure that the new master plan had an 
expanded history section that made it clear the historic farm complex and the views and 
agricultural connections to Shipley-Cook Farm and Cooks Butte were an important part of area 
history.  She asked the Board to examine the information packet she distributed; think about an 
agricultural interpretive trail; and provide ideas and input by mid to late August, before the 
narrative for the new master plan was drafted.  During the questioning period Ms. Gilmer 
clarified the site was currently mostly outside the City limits, Urban Growth Boundary, and 
Urban Services Boundary.  It was zoned for exclusive farm use.  That limited how the City could 
use it.  It would be best to bring it into the UGB and under City control.   Ms. Holwerda 
suggested there should be a museum plan in the master plan.  Ms. Gilmer agreed to arrange for 
the Board to tour the buildings, review the inventory and learn more about the specific terms 
set by the previous owner’s will.   
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Later in the meeting Councilor Olson arrived and discussed the Farm.  She had just learned 
there was a deadline for a museum and she was worried about maintaining the historic 
designation of the farmstead.  She noted the old master plan called for maintaining and 
expanding the historic orchard, but it was now gone.  She encouraged the HRAB to provide 
input and advocate a better historic component in the master plan, but she advised it was really 
the City’s responsibility to create and run a museum.  Mr. Espe agreed to arrange the field trip.  
The Board planned to continue discussing the matter its August meeting.   
 

6.6 4375 South Shore Boulevard (Angler’s Club) 
 
Ms. Holwerda and Mr. Ross had participated in the preapplication conference.  They reported 
they thought the applicant had a conscientious plan for building a pool cabana.   
 
7. OLD BUSINESS (These discussions were postponed) 

7.1 Worker’s Cottage Preservation Plan 
7.2 Survey Revisions and Database Update (398 10th Street) 
7.3 Farmers’ Market Booth (additional supplies and design) 
7.4 National Register Plaques for Worker’s Cottage and Iron Furnace 
7.5 Museum Signs for State Street and McVey\ 
7.6 Headgate Interpretive Material 
7.7 Update: Trueblood House 

 
8. UPDATES (This discussion was postponed) 

8.1 Landmarks: Development and Real Estate Activity: 1780 Ridgecrest Drive; 1125 
Maple Street (Black Residence on National Register); 16847 Greenbrier Road (Clara 
Weinstein House); 1097 Chandler (Van Houten) Hearing for Designation Removal 
scheduled for August 10. 

 
9. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting was scheduled on August 10, 2011.  There being no further business Chair 
McGuire adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:00 p.m.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paul Espe 
Associate Planner  
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