OREGON INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES
HISTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY FORM

Note: For properties 35 years old and newer, starred (*) sections are the only required fields.

*County:
Clackamas

*Street Address: 107 Burnham Road *City: Lake Oswego
Situs Address:
USGS Quad Name: GPS Reading, UTM Format (Universal Transverse Mercator):
Lake Oswego Longitude: 122°39'24.11"W Latitude: 45°24'26.95"N
Township: Range: Section: Block/Lot: Tax Lot #:
2S IE lICC N/A 100
Historic Name: Grouping or Cluster Name:
The Crown Willamette Paper Company House
*Date of Construction: Other Name:
ca. 1915 Reuben W. Confer House

Tug Master's House
Historic Use or Function: *Current Use: Associated Archaeological Site:
DOMESTIC: Single Dwelling DOMESTIC: Single Dwelling Unknown
Residence Residence / R-15/ .5 acre lot
Architectural Classification(s): Plan Type/Shape: Number of stories:
Classical Revival Asymmetrical 2
Architecture; Industry
Foundation Material: Structural Framing: Moved?
Concrete Stud No
Roof Type/Material: Window Type/Material:
Truncated hip w/intersecting gable; deep eaves; composition Double-hung sash
shingles
Exterior Surface Materials Primary: Secondary: Decorative:
Narrow bevel w/corner and frieze boards Full width front porch w/Tuscan columns; None

paneled and glazed door; paired French

doors; porch deck

Exterior Alterations or Additions, Approximate Date:

Basement converted to living space (date unknown); windows added to master bedroom, rear porch was enlarged, kitchen was
updated and a chimney was eliminated from a downstairs fireplace. Also at this time the dining room was turned into the living room,
and a free-standing fireplace was added to the new living room area (1991).

Number and Type of Associated Resources:
Associated structures: garage

Integrity: Condition: Local Eligibility: National Register Listed?
Good Excellent on LDL
[Jves X No [] Unknown

Preliminary National Register Findings:

Potentially Eligible: [X] Individually or [ ] As a contributing resource in a District

Not Eligible: [] Intact but lacks distinction or [_] Not 50 years old or [_] Altered - Choose one:
[] Reversible/ potentially eligible individually or in a District
[] Reversible/ ineligible, lacks distinction
[ Irretrievable lack of integrity

*Researcher/ Organization: Date Recorded:
L. Radwanski/E. Heideman/A. Boyd/ SWCA-1220 SW Morrison St, Portland, OR 97205 August 2014
City of Lake Oswego, 380 “A” Avenue, Lake Oswego, OR 97034
Additional research and review by Erin O’'Rourke-Meadors

SHPO #:
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*County:
Clackamas
Street Address: City:
Situs Address: 107 Burnham Road Lake Oswego

Description of Physical and or Landscape Features

The Crown Willamette Paper Company House, constructed on a steep slope, stands two stories in height with
a full-height basement with an at-grade entrance on the lower slope. The house is rectangular in form and is
capped with a hipped roof with broad eaves and a large cross gable that extends outward on either side with a
pent roof that forms a pediment. A full-width porch supported by Tuscan columns extends across the main
facade and extends in an open walkway to the path that leads to the driveway. This porch stands a full story off
the ground, with the decking providing shelter for the basement entrance below. A one-story, full-width, hip-
roofed enclosed porch is located on the rear of the building.

The house is clad with clapboard siding, with a compaosition shingle roof with one-over-one double-hung
windows, some of which are flanked with decorative shutters. The main entrance is located near the west
corner of the house, on the north facade. Three pairs of multi-light French doors are located to the left of the
main entrance, opening out onto the second-level front porch. Another pair of French doors provides basement
access on the same side of the house.

The 1989 cultural resources inventory suggests that the basement had been finished and converted to a living
space at some point prior to that survey (Koler and Morrison 1989). More recent alterations include the addition
of two windows to the master bedroom in 1991, the enlargement of the rear porch and upstairs bathroom and
other interior alterations that include rearrangement of interior living spaces and updating kitchen cabinets and
counters. In addition to this, a chimney was eliminated from one downstairs fireplace and another free-standing
chimney was added to the new living room (former dining room). These changes do not greatly diminish the
home’s integrity.

The Crown Willamette Paper Company House exhibits many of the character-defining features of the Classical
Revival style with its narrow bevel siding, frieze boards, Tuscan columns, full-width porch and double-hung
sash windows.
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*County:
Clackamas
Street Address: City:
Situs Address: 107 Burnham Road Lake Oswego

Statement of Significance

The Crown Willamette Paper Company House, located at 107 Burnham Road in the Glenmorrie area of Lake
Oswego, is an excellent example of an early-twentieth-century Classical Revival-style house. It was built
around the year 1915 by the Crown Willamette Paper Company for their log hoist crew foreman, Reuben
Warren Confer and his wife, Pearl A. Confer (nee James) (Koler and Morrison 1989). It is unclear if the home
was constructed specifically for the Confers or if it was constructed for the employee in his position. The Crown
Willamette Paper Company was created in 1914 with the merger of the Crown Columbia Pulp and Paper
Company and the Willamette Pulp and Paper Company (Crown Zellerbach Corporation Records 2014).

According to census data, Reuben, Pearl and their daughter, Roma, occupied the house while Reuben Confer
was a foreman of the company’s log hoist crew at the nearby Crown-Willamette Log Station (U.S. Bureau of
the Census 1920). An article in The Oregonian confirms that Confer was still superintendent of the log hoist
and living in the house as of July 29, 1928 (The Oregonian 1928). Confer later worked for the Western
Transportation Company. One of the company’s tug boats was named the “R. W. Confer” in his honor. This
may be the source of the misnomer for the house as the “Tug Master’'s House” (Colver 2011). The Crown
Willamette Paper Company was created in 1914 with the merger of the Crown Columbia Pulp and Paper
Company and the Willamette Pulp and Paper Company (Crown Zellerbach Corporation Records 2014).

Despite its long and widely used name, the Tug Master’s House, the property did not actually belong to
Reuben Confer, the associated “tug master,” but was instead owned by the Crown Willamette Paper Company.
Reuben Confer was listed as a renter and there is no indication that he owned the house (U.S. Bureau of the
Census 1920, 1930). The 1940 census showed the Confers lived in Hazelia, Clackamas County and living in
the same house they were in in 1935 (U.S. Bureau of the Census 1940). The Public Service Commission’s
1921 Annual Report of Oregon described the log hoist Reuben Confer operated while living in the house:

There are no existing booms on Oswego Lake at present; nor are there any in the Willamette River at
or near the point where we expect to operate, with the exception of the boom of the Crown Willamette
Paper Company, one-fourth of a mile south of our proposed rafting ground. This boom is operated by
means of a derrick where logs are loaded upon cars and hauled thence to the Crown Willamette Paper
Company’s mill at Oregon City. (Oregon Public Service Commission 1921:28)

Reuben Confer was born on August 26, 1888 and married Pearl in 1909 (Oregon Marriage Index 1909; U.S.
Bureau of the Census 1920). He was an active member of the Oswego chapter of the Redman Lodge’s
Kasseah Tribe, a fraternal organization, as depicted in a photograph in the Lake Oswego Public Library’s
archives (Lake Oswego Public Library 2014). After the log hoist was shut down in 1933, when Southern Pacific
abandoned the operation, Confer served as operator for the Western Transportation Company, a subsidiary of
the Crown Willamette Paper Company until his death in 1944 (Colver 2012:68; The Oregonian 1944).
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*County:
Clackamas
Street Address: City:
Situs Address: 107 Burnham Road Lake Oswego

Perched on a hill overlooking the Willamette River, the Crown Willamette Paper Company House possesses
several character-defining features of the Classical Revival style, including symmetry in form, a prominent roof
pediment and graceful Tuscan columns supporting a full-width porch. While the integrity of the surroundings
have been somewhat compromised by the encroachment of a late-twentieth-century residential subdivision,
the 0.5-acre property on which the house sits is buffered by the steepness of the lot and heavy vegetation.

In 1991, the home was the first to have designs for a remodel approved by the newly formed Lake Oswego
Historic Review Board. The Lake Oswego Review reported that “two authentic-looking windows” were added to
the master bedroom, the rear porch was enlarged, the kitchen was updated with some new cabinetry and
counters, the upstairs bathroom was enlarged and a chimney was eliminated from a downstairs fireplace. Also
at this time the dining room was turned into the living room and a free-standing fireplace was added to the new
living room area (Lake Oswego Review 1991). While there have been some alterations to the home, the Crown
Willamette Paper Company House maintains a high level of integrity of materials and setting and is an
important surviving link to Lake Oswego’s industrial past.
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Date Recorded:
August 2014

SHPO #:
376 Field: #175
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Local Designation #:
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*County:
Clackamas
Street Address: 107 Burnham Road City:
Situs Address Lake Oswego

b By

Figure 3. Looklng southeast at the'north and west fagades No date

Photo courtesy of the Lake Oswego Public Library. Photo ID: HRAB34

Figure 4. Looking south at the nbrth facade of house and érarage. No date.

Photo courtesy of the Lake Oswego Public Library. Photo ID: HRAB35
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Clackamas
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ure 5. Looking southwest at the northeast facade. No date.
Photo courtesy of the Lake Oswego Public Library. Photo ID: HRAB36

Figure 6. Lookmgnortheastat the souhwest facade of house and garage No date.
Photo courtesy of the Lake Oswego Public Library. Photo ID: HRAB38
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Figure 8. Looking south at the north fagcade garage. March 2014.
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*County:
Clackamas

Street Address: 107 Burnham Road
Situs Address

City:
Lake Oswego

Architect and / or Builder(s):

Crown Willamette Paper Company (now know as James

River Corporation)

Owner Type:

XPrivate

Johansen, Kirk

Address:

Addition or Subdivision Name:
N/A

107 Burnham

City, State, Zip:

Area(s) of Significance:

Architecture; Industry

Property Category:

XBuilding  [Structure  []Site

[lobject [ IDistrict

Owner Name(s):

[ JLocal [Istate [ ]JFederal

Lake Oswego, OR 97035

Phone Number(s):

[ IMixed

Documentation

Research Sources:

X Title/ Deed Records

] sanborn Maps

X obituary Index

X City Directories

X] census Records

] Biographical Encyclopedias

X] Newspapers

X Building Permits
X] Tax Records

[] SHPO Files

[] state Archives

[] state Library

X Local Histories

|:| Personal Interviews

X Historic Photographs

Local Library (specify):

Lake Oswego Public Library

University Library (specify):

Historical Society (specify):

Other (specify):

*Researcher/ Organization:

Date Recorded:
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*County:
Clackamas
Street Address: 107 Burnham Road City:
Situs Address Lake Oswego
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