
CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
CULTURAL RESOURCES INVENTORY 

FIELD FORM 1988-1989 
 
HIST. NAME: Log Hoist STYLE: None 
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: c. 1900 RESOURCE TYPE: 
COMMON NAME: Structure 
ORIGINAL USE:Log hoist THEME: Industry 
ADDRESS: 16500 South Old River Road ADDITION: N/A 
OWNER: Didzun, Richard C., P.O. Box 544, BLOCK: 
Lake Oswego 97034 LOT: 
PRESENT USE: Residence QUAD: Lake Oswego 
ARCH./BLDR.: Unknown LOT SIZE: 
T/R/S: 2S 1E 11CB ZONE: R-7.5 
TAX LOT: 790 
 
PLAN TYPE/SHAPE: Rectangular 
NO. OF STORIES: N/A 
FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Cement 
BASEMENT: N/A 
ROOF FORM & MATERIALS: N/A 
 
WALL CONSTRUCTION: Poured concrete 
STRUCTURAL FRAME: Cement 
PRIMARY WINDOW TYPE: N/A 
EXTERIOR SURFACING MATERIALS: N/A 
DECORATIVE FEATURES: N/A 
 
OTHER: N/A 
CONDITION: Good 
EXTERIOR -ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: One story addition w/band of windows across facade added to top of structure 
when converted to residential use (n.d.) 
NOTEWORTHY LANDSCAPE FEATURES: None 
ASSOCIATED STRUCTURES: None 
 
SETTING: Located on south bank of Willamette River off Old River Road approximately halfway between mile mark 21 
and 22;surrounding area developed after World War II w/houses on large irregular lots; several hundred feet south of 
Oswego Creek outlet; 
NOTES: 
 
 
RECORDER(S): Koler/Morrison DATE: January 1989 
SHPO #: FIELD #: 



CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

CULTURAL RESOURCES INVENTORY 

 
ADDRESS   16500 S. OLD RIVER ROAD
TAX MAP/LOT  2S 1E 11CB/790
SHPO# ROLL/FRAME#______________ 
 

 

 



STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

 
Address: 16500 S. Old River Road 
Historic Name: Log Hoist 
 
It is believed that this structure, built circa 1900, was first used as a log boom which allowed logs to be lifted from the 
Willamette River to railroad cars which transported them to The Tri-City area for milling. 
 
Roy Headrick, a long time Oswego resident who worked at the hoist for a ten year period, recalled his experiences for 
the "In Their Own Words" oral history project: "I started working there in 1916 under Gone Worthington. He was boss 
then [later Rube Confer came in to run the hoist; See 107 Burnham]...I loaded and hooked on, pushed in logs, carried 
riggings,...did everything." 
 
The logs, some of which came from the Astoria area on the Columbia, were brought in with towboats and stern 
wheelers and dumped in the river. The mix of fir, spruce, hemlock, cedar and other woods was sorted out before 
being hoisted up where it was loaded onto six flatbed train cars, six times a day. First the logs were shoved into a gap 
where the hoist could get hold of them. Two men, one on either side of a log, grabbed two tongs hanging on the hoist, 
separated them four feet and clamped them on to pull up the log. If a load was too heavy the motor on the hoist 
kicked off, engaging an automatic brake so the logs wouldn't fall. The waiting train took the logs to Oregon City, and 
brought in empty cars to load (there were 18 cars total) while the others were gone. 
 
The hoist which employed up to a dozen men at a time closed in the late 1920s. A house (See 107 Burnham) was 
constructed to house the hoist manager (who later functioned more as tug master when the hoist closed). The 
significance of the log hoist lies in its association with industrial activity and not with its current use. A dwelling was 
constructed after the historic period on top of the hoist structure. 
 
According to title records the hoist land belonged to the Morey and Griffith families in its early days, later (1915) 
transferring to Willamette Pulp & Paper Company (later known as Crown Zellerbach Paper Co. and today the James 
River Corporation). 
 
The log hoist is important for its association with local industry. 
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