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Present:                  Patt Bilow, Colleen Bennett, Patrick Curran, Marie Lewandowski, and Maria Meneghin
 
Staff Present:          Jan Erickson, Donna Ainslie, and Joyce Niewendorp
 
Others Present:       Councilor Ellie McPeak
 
Excused:                 Fred Baldwin, Bill Gallagher, and Betsy Walls
 
The Library Advisory Board meeting was called to order by Chair Pat Curran at 7:08 p.m. on September 10, 2003. 
 
                      I.      Introductions

No introductions were necessary.
 
Chair Curran announced that Joyce Niewendorp has accepted a job as a reference librarian with the
Oregon City Public Library.  He presented her with a very useful gift, a book entitled ìThe Order of
Thingsî by Barbara Ann Kipfer. 

 
                    II.      Approval of Minutes ñ August 13, 2003

Colleen Bennett made a motion, seconded by Maria Meneghin, to approve the minutes of the
August 13, 2003 Library Advisory Board meeting.  The motion carried.

 
                   III.      Public Comments - None
 
                   IV.      Friendsí Report

Colleen Bennett stated that the Friends received a very nice thank you note from Marie
Lewandowski for the ìBooks for Babiesî basket.
 
Colleen Bennett stated that early in the year, the Board elected an interim chair and vice-chair. 
 
Colleen Bennett made a motion, seconded by Patt Bilow, to officially elect Patrick Curran as
the Library Advisory Board Chair and Maria Meneghin as the Library Advisory Board Vice-
Chair.  The motion carried.
 
Colleen Bennett stated that the Board has the opportunity to comment on the comprehensive plan
that the City is reviewing.  Thanks to Director Erickson and Library staff, there is an addendum to
the proposed comprehensive plan that speaks to the siting of the Library.  Ms. Bennett stated that she
testified before the Planning Commission in support of that amendment on July 28, 2003 as a
member of the community and not a representative of the Friendsí Board or the Library Advisory
Board. 
 
Colleen Bennett stated the amendment submitted by the Library recommended action measures:

1.      Work towards attainment of a site for a new library.
2.      Develop a financial plan for construction of a new library and operational expenses to

construct and operate a new library.
3.      Work with the Lake Oswego School District to determine feasibility of a joint use library

facility.
 
If approved, this amendment would go into the comprehensive plan.

                       
When the comprehensive plan comes up in October, Colleen Bennett stated that she would testify on
behalf of LONAC (Lake Oswego Neighborhood Association Coalition) and the Friends in support
of this amendment.  This is also an opportunity for the Library Advisory Board to support the idea
for a new library. 
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Colleen Bennett stated that she shared this comprehensive plan amendment with LONAC and the
Friends.  Pat Curran asked what feedback she received from the members.  Colleen Bennett
responded that both groups asked her to speak in favor of the amendment. 
 
Councilor McPeak stated that the comprehensive plan gives the whole community the opportunity to
update how they envision the City in 2025.  This represents aspirations and guides future decisions. 
She stated that she feels the Board should participate. 
 
Colleen Bennett stated she is not sure of the October date for this forum, but she will keep the
Board updated.  Chair Curran stated that he would be happy to represent the Library Advisory
Board and asked the Board members to attend if possible. 
 
Chair Curran asked Colleen Bennett if she is the new President of the Friendsí Board.  Colleen
Bennett responded that the election would be held at the Friendsí meeting on September 18, 2003. 
She stated that VíAnne Didzun, a former Library Advisory Board member, is planning to join the
Friendsí Board. 
 

                    V.      Director's Report
Director Erickson stated that her report includes staff events and changes.  The Board is aware that
Joyce Niewendorp has accepted a job at the Oregon City Public Library.  Ms. Erickson stated that
the Board should be proud of the role the Library staff played in helping to provide an internship for
Joyce that gave an overview of all the different tasks in the Library. 
 
Ms. Erickson stated that Volunteer Coordinator Arlene Kraft has accepted a full-time volunteer
coordinator position at Meridian Park Hospital.  She will miss her optimism and ability to make
things happen.  Although the Library is experiencing these staff changes, Ms. Erickson stated that
the Library staff has stepped up to help.  Arlene Kraft is going to stay with the Library working a
few hours a week to help with the fundraising event and with the transition of a new volunteer
coordinator.  
 
Director Erickson stated that Reference and Adult Services Manager Bill Baars is heading for the
Chamber Leadership team-building weekend.  This is a yearlong program covering not only
leadership but also many aspects of the community. 
 
Jan Erickson stated that 1,182 children signed up for the childrenís summer reading program with
549 children reaching their individual reading goal.  The national average for the number of children
who complete the summer reading program is approximately 25%.   Lake Oswegoís average is
46%.  There were 319 adults who participated in the adult summer reading program. 
 
Director Erickson stated that the Lake Oswego Public Library has received a lot of good press.  The
Library was written up in the Willamette Week for its video collection boasting a 13,000 piece video
rack and almost 3,000 DVDs.  Councilor McPeak said that one of the attendees at the Farmersí
Market this past Saturday came from Multnomah County to the Lake Oswego Farmersí Market to
get a Clackamas County Library card for videos. 
 
Jan Erickson stated that the Oswego Womanís Club received press coverage from The Oregonian,
the Lake Oswego Review, and the HelloLO for its donation that was used to purchase the bookcase
at the top of the stairs. 
 
Director Erickson passed around a flyer, for distribution at the schools, highlighting the services of
the Library to help students.  This flyer is the result of a discussion at the Libraryís Marketing
Committee meeting and the efforts of Youth Services Librarian Judy Dunlap and the Libraryís Teen
Council. 
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Jan Erickson stated that during the adult summer reading program, the participants were asked if
they would be interested in joining a book club.  The Library is sending out postcard invitations to
the 70 individuals expressing interest in a book club to invite them to attend a meeting on Tuesday,
October 14, 2003 to learn more about book clubs and related topics.  The Library plans to sponsor
two book clubs. 
 
Director Erickson stated that the Library is signed up for one more Farmersí Market this season.  On
September 2, 2003, the Library hosted another First Tuesday author program.  The First Tuesday
music programs are scheduled for the coming year with Sally Harmon as the October performer.  Pat
Curran asked if it is possible to continue the author programs.  Jan Erickson responded that the
interest is there, so she will look into that.  The Library is going to continue to co-sponsor the
Heritage House First Wednesday programs.  Director Erickson stated that staff is working on a
variety of Friendsí grant requests. 
 
Jan Erickson said that she will attend the LNIB (Library Network Intergovernmental Board) meeting
tomorrow with Assistant City Manager Chris Jordan.  One topic to be covered at the LNIB meeting
is the distribution formula.  As the formula is adjusted away from circulation, the Lake Oswego
Public Library loses county money even though circulation is increasing.  For example LOPL is
currently receiving 8.4% less in county funding than was received in 2002-2003.
 
Chair Curran stated that his understanding is that LNIB is working to come up with a framework for
distribution that would last more than one year.  Director Erickson responded that when Mike Jordan
was a Commissioner, he indicated that the Commissioners wanted an agreement of what the formula
would be before the levy is placed on the ballot.  The Commissioners never said that the formula
could not be changed.
 
Jan Erickson stated that Patt Bilow, Colleen Bennett, and Patrick Curran are attending the Oregon
Community Foundation seminar on raising money for the endowment. 
 
Director Erickson said that she would be on vacation the week of September 15, 2003. 
 
Chair Curran asked how libraries fared with the legislature.  Director Erickson responded that she
has not heard any more information on filtering, but the good news is that the state funding for the
Ready to Read Grant is still intact. 
 
Jan Erickson said that Lake Oswego Public Library is not a participating library of AnswerLand, the
digital state reference service, but have requested to become part of the program.  Councilor McPeak
asked for an explanation of AnswerLand at sometime.  Director Erickson responded in the
affirmative.

 
       VI.      Chairís Report

Chair Curran distributed copies of the invitation to attend the September 30, 2003 meeting at the
West Linn Public Library to learn about running a successful levy campaign. 
 
Chair Curran stated that Bill Gallagher could not make the meeting this evening, but offered a
suggestion for discussion.  Bill Gallagher, while he was working the Farmersí Market with
Reference Librarian Todd Feinman, took note of how many people greeted Todd.  This made him
think what a benefit it would be to staff and patrons to have the names and photos of Library staff
posted in the lobby.  Bill Gallagher wrote that he thought the patrons would appreciate this, but
wondered if staff would also appreciate it. 
 
Maria Meneghin responded that some staff members may not want to have  full names posted. 
Director Erickson responded that the Library employs 80+ people.  She has a concern about security
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for the staff.  She would like to talk about it and discuss it with the management team.  She
suggested that the Library might feature departments.
 
Councilor McPeak asked if City employees wear nametags.  Circulation Manager Donna Ainslie
responded that when this came up in the Library several years ago, the City Attorney said that the
City could not require employees to wear nametags.  The Library employees are offered nametags. 
Jan Erickson stated that one of the problems associated with nametags at the Library is that the desk
personnel rotate on and off the desk.  Sometimes when patrons call back after visiting the Library,
they think they have to talk with the person they originally spoke with. 
 
Colleen Bennett asked if the volunteers wear nametags.  Donna Ainslie responded that they do
because many of the volunteers work in the workroom.  Without the nametags, staff would
constantly ask them whether or not they needed assistance. 
 
Chair Curran said that the Library Advisory Board has a meeting on October 14, 2003 with City
Council.  Pat Curran said that he would advise the Board of the time and confirm the date.  He said
the Board would meet again before the meeting with City Council.
 
Chair Curran stated that he would like to go over the Library Advisory Boardís work plan to see if
there is anything they are missing or should be emphasizing.  He said that nothing has come up
about policies.  They will address policies as something comes up, unless Councilor McPeak or
Director Erickson are aware of something they have missed.
 
Pat Curran said the next item is program and services.  He asked if they need help with the music
program, the art exhibits, or the marketing committee.  Jan Erickson responded that she is
comfortable with the efforts of the marketing committee.  Colleen Bennett responded that Councilor
John Turchiís exhibit would be displayed beginning in October.  Marie Lewandowski said the music
program is going well and Sally Harmon is scheduled to perform in October.
 
Pat Curran asked Patt Bilow if she has met with Volunteer Coordinator Arlene Kraft about grants. 
Patt Bilow responded that she is going to call Ms. Kraft tomorrow.  Jan Erickson responded that
since Arlene Kraft is leaving, Patt Bilow should connect with Bills Baars or Jackie Rose about
grants. 
 
Director Erickson stated that the Library received a grant from the Lake Oswego Junior Womenís
Club to fund the 2003-2004 teen summer reading program, teen advisory council, and teen
volunteer recognition. 
 
Chair Curran asked if the Board needs to kick-start collaborative partnership efforts.  He stated that
the Board is working with the other Clackamas County libraries on the levy. 
 
Councilor McPeak asked if the Library does anything substantial with the Adult Community Center. 
Director Erickson responded that the reference staff has taught computer classes at the Adult
Community Center (ACC).  Reference Librarian Joel Guldner presents a monthly program for
memory-impaired seniors at the Center.  Councilor McPeak suggested a New Book display at the
ACC or offer library card signup during one of the luncheons at the ACC.  Jan Erickson said that
she would follow up on ideas for the ACC.
 
Chair Curran said that the Board has talked about long-range planning.  The Board has a draft
survey for the neighborhood associations.  He asked if anyone has thoughts on when it would be a
good time to do a survey.  Patt Bilow suggested they contact the associations to find out when the
Board might be able to get on their calendars.  Colleen Bennett responded that LONAC meets the
first Saturday of every month.  Colleen Bennett suggested showing the Libraryís PowerPoint
presentation in October at LONAC.  Jan Erickson said the Library display was scheduled for the
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Farmersí Market the first Saturday of October and would not be available for a LONAC
presentation until November.  Joyce Niewendorp said that she would send everyone the Cityís list of
neighborhood associations.  Patt Bilow said that she would begin contacting the neighborhood
associations.
 
Chair Curran asked if there is anything new under the budget category.  Director Erickson responded
that the Library managers are monitoring the budget very carefully as they have a fiscally tight
budget for two years.  She is concerned about the HVAC system because the Library has recently
made major repairs to the system.  The hope is to plan the budget so that they can replace one unit
at a time. 
 
Chair Curran asked that the Board revisit the work plan on a quarterly basis.

 
VII.  Endowment Fund Distribution Discussion

Chair Curran stated that the Board discussed using the annual proceeds of approximately $8,000
from the endowment for something rather than reinvest it.  As a group, the Board decided that it
would like to seriously consider using the proceeds from the endowment fund rather than reinvesting
it. 
 
Colleen Bennett stated that the Board could hold a fundraiser for the endowment without being
specific, but it is different when they are talking about using the interest from the endowment.  She
thinks the Board needs to vote to use the endowment interest, since it is currently set up for the
interest to be invested back into the endowment. 
 
Colleen Bennett recommended that the Library Advisory Board ask City Council to permit the
Library to use the interest from the endowment for programs and services as decided by the staff. 
 
Maria Meneghin stated that the Board also discussed using some of the endowment interest money
as seed money for fundraisers. 
 
Councilor McPeak suggested the Board ask City Attorney Dave Powell for the correct wording to
use for its recommendation to City Council.
 
Maria Meneghin made a motion, seconded by Colleen Bennett, to recommend to City Council
that the annual proceeds from the Libraryís endowment fund be used for programs, services,
materials, and interim financing for fundraising.  The motion carried. 
 
Chair Curran stated that he would ask Dave Powell for wording to use to present this
recommendation to City Council.
 
Maria Meneghin asked if the Library is considering a series of fundraisers throughout the year.  Jan
Erickson responded that she is considering a nice fundraiser once a year. 
 
Chair Curran said that he has heard that the endowments that succeed are the ones that have a
specific purpose.  He asked that the Board include this discussion on the October agenda.
 

                VIII.      November 2003
                              Jamie Auchincloss Event

Director Erickson stated that she went before City Council on September 2, 2003 with a resolution
asking that the public facilitiesí use code be changed to allow the Library to serve alcohol, wine,
and/or beer at one annual fundraising event.  Council approved this resolution.  Fred Baldwin, Board
member, has offered to be a major sponsor of the November event.  He asked to attend the next
committee meeting. 
 



Present:

file:///W|/library/lab/minutes/Old/09102003.htm[11/22/2011 5:24:34 PM]

Maria Meneghin reported that she and Arlene Kraft are gathering information from caterers in Lake
Oswego.  They will probably start talking to the caterers in Portland, also.  Councilor McPeak said
that if they contact the Portland caterers, they should talk to Ripe.  They are supposed to be
excellent.  They have not talked to the restaurants yet, but plan to. 
 
Pat Curran suggested asking several caterers or restaurants to come to the event.  This gives them a
venue for competing with one another.  At the event he attended, they donated their time and food. 
 
Colleen Bennett stated that the City is going to print the invitations.  They are working on the
wording for the invitations.  The invitations should go out three weeks before the event.  Councilor
McPeak stated that the event is on the City calendar, in case anyone is looking for it.  Michael
OíBrien said that he would cover the cost of the postage. 
 
They are planning to send out approximately 600 invitations.  The Board discussed the various
mailing lists that they have access to.  Maria Meneghin offered to work with someone to double
check the lists for duplicate names. 
 
Chair Curran asked about media coverage for the event.  Director Erickson stated that Jackie Rose is
working on public relations for the event  with Michael OíBrien. 
 
Jan Erickson stated that the committee is meeting again on September 26, 2003 at 11:00 in the
Library conference room. 
 
Chair Curran stated that he thinks it is important to announce at the event what the money is for. 
Colleen Bennett said that she thinks they will include on the invitations that the money is going for
the collection.  Councilor McPeak stated that it would be nice to have one significant item that will
be added to the collection and then say that the remainder will be used for additional items for the
collection.
 
Patt Bilow suggested that the Library think about ways to get more men to participate in the summer
reading program next year, since most of the participants this year were women.

 
                   IX.      Adjournment

The Library Advisory Board meeting adjourned at 8:58 p.m.
 

                                                            Respectfully submitted,
 
 
 
                                                            Joyce Niewendorp
                                                            Recording Secretary
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