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Present:                       Gabrielle Williams, Patt Bilow, Ken Faris, Betsy Fontenot,
Linda Leopard-Watson, Tom Moore, Hannah Troisi

 
Staff Present:              Bill Baars, Cyndie Glazer, Beverly Ross
 
Excused:                     Nancy Niland Shatsky
 
The Library Advisory Board meeting was called to order by Chair Gabrielle Williams at 7:05 p.m. on May 9, 2007.
 

I.                    Introductions
Chair Gabrielle Williams introduced the LAB’s newly appointed Youth Member, Hannah Troisi.  Hannah
has attended several meetings during the last year and her official appointment was made in April. 
Introductions were made around the room.

                 
II.                Approval of Minutes – April 11, 2007 minutes.

Corrections to the April 11, 2007 minutes were noted. 
 
Change the meeting attendance status of Patt Bilow to Excused
 
Page three, second paragraph, change last sentence “…Endowment letter should be vetted before the next
mailing.”
 
Page three, third paragraph, change first sentence “…Tom Moore reported on the meeting he had with
Cyndie Glazer about developing a way to renew and retain contact with former volunteers.”
 
Tom Moore made a motion, seconded by Betsy Fontenot, to approve the minutes of the April 11, 2007
Library Advisory Board meeting with the noted corrections.  The motion carried.
 

III.             Public Comment
None

                 
IV.             Director’s Report

Library Director Bill Baars gave the Director’s report as follows:
·         Baars has been participating in the 2007-2009 City budget meetings with the City Council, Budget

Committee and other City staff.  The proposed budget is close to being passed and is similar to the
last budget.  The Library’s funding from the City will remain the same.  Currently the Library
receives 69% of its funds from the City and 31% from the County.  Most libraries in Clackamas
County do not receive this generous funding from their cities and Baars is grateful to Lake Oswego
for its support. 

 
·         Circulation statistics continue to rise and this fiscal year will again end with a record high for the

number of items checked out.  Lake Oswego Library is a heavily used library. 
 

·         Summer Reading Programs will start on June 1.  Programs will be offered for children, teens and
adults. 

 
·         The Library has a new database available to patrons called “Price-It”.  It is used in pricing antiques

and collectibles.  This database has over 23 million records and can also be accessed remotely from
home.  The Board suggested the Library do more promotion about this new database along with
other databases available at the Library.  It was also suggested to have a program speaker tie-in
with the various databases. 
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· Several staff members attended the Oregon Library Association held in Corvallis on April 18-20. 
Baars participated in two workshops.  Along with Librarian, Kiera Taylor he presented a session on
2006 books by Oregon authors.  On the last day Baars presented a workshop on music collection
development. 

 
·         Baars attended a Clackamas County Commissioners study session to look at library funding with

the loss of timber money.  The Commissioners agreed to give libraries $6.75 million for one more
year which was the same amount given for 2006-07.  Baars said after this next year there will be a
serious glide down to zero funding for libraries.  Currently 80% of County funds go to public safety
with the remaining 20% going to the rest of County services.  The only source of funding for some
libraries is from the County and it will be hard for these libraries to survive.

 
Baars said he is one of seven members on a committee that has been formed called the Strategic
Action Plan Subcommittee (SAPS).  This committee will look at all of the past long range planning
studies that have been done in the County for libraries; formulate what would be an ideal county
library system, what would it take financially for this and how it would be funded.  The County
Commissioners asked SAPS to use this information and come back in a month to present to the
Commissioners what they need to provide for a minimum standard of good library support in the
County.  The Commissioners will decide if a library levy should be placed on the ballot in 2008. 
Baars said what makes developing this plan difficult is that the libraries vary in standards.  Baars
said Lake Oswego needs to maintain its local government and doesn’t want to lower its standards. 
The distribution formula for fy 2007-2008 will be 55% circulation and 45% population which is a
change from 60%/40%.  The change in giving a greater percentage for population helps the smaller
libraries. 

 
V.                Chair’s Report

Chair Gabrielle Williams thanked Tom Moore and Nancy Niland Shatsky for their work on fundraising. 
 
Williams encouraged Board members to attend the volunteer luncheon scheduled for May 11. 
 

VI.             Lake Oswego Reads Update
Chair Williams reported the LO Reads Steering Committee has been meeting monthly.  Williams and
Moore represent the Board on this committee.  A nonfiction book Three Cups of Tea is being considered for
the 2008 selection.  Committee members are reading it and will decide at the May meeting whether to go
with this book or make another selection.  Cyndie Glazer reported that the Steering Committee now
includes the English Department chair, Ms. Mihata. 
 
Glazer said the Friends of the Library have decided to give the returned copies of The Shadow of the Wind
to the North Plains Library.  The newly formed Friends group of North Plains is thrilled to be receiving the
books to be used for their own community reads program.  A press release will be sent out regarding this
exchange. 
 

      VIII.    Fundraising
Glazer reported on fundraising in Niland Shatsky’s absence.  Glazer said Lake Oswego Library does not
have a planned giving program.  As Niland Shatsky has done more research she realizes the Library needs
to contact an attorney for how to word a brochure and where to make them available.  Patt Bilow suggested
contacting Oregon Community Foundation about resources available.  Williams said Niland Shatsky had a
good suggestion last month of having an option available on the website to give via a credit card.  Linda
Leopard-Watson suggested contacting Technical Assistance for Community Services (TACS) for help with
planned giving.  TACS works with non-profits throughout the State.  Leopard-Watson said she will contact
Kay Sohl, the Executive Director of TACS.  Ken Faris suggested that when the Minter check arrives in the
OCF endowment account this could be used as a kick-off for a planned giving campaign.  Glazer feels
someone knowledgeable should come and talk with the Board first. 
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Cyndie Glazer said the letter drafted by Moore to be sent to former LAB members is almost ready to be
sent out.  Williams has edited it and Glazer will do a second edit and then it will be ready for Baars to sign
and send out. 
 

VII.           Farmer’s Market
Glazer said the Library will have a booth at the Lake Oswego Farmer’s Market four Saturdays this summer,
the first being May 19.  Glazer invited the Board members to volunteer to help staff the booth.  A sign up
sheet was passed around.  Each Saturday has two shifts available. 

 
Ken Faris asked about a recent letter to the editor regarding disruptive behavior by teens using the Internet and about
cell phone use also being disruptive.  Baars said the staff is addressing the letter regarding cell phone use by posting
signs asking people to turn off their ringers and to limit their phone conversations or move to an outside area.  The
staff does monitor those who are being disruptive and asks them to stop if they are bothering others.  Baars said the
noise issue is harder to address as the first floor lobby is open to the second floor and sound is funneled up to the
second floor, space is limited and often crowded, and this Library does not have a designated teen section.
                 

IX.             Adjournment
The Library Advisory Board meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

 
                                                                        Respectfully submitted,
 
                                                                        Beverly Ross
                                                                        Recording Secretary
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