CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO
380 A Avenue
PO Box 369
Lake Oswego, OR 97034

STAFF REPORT

503-675-3984
www.ci.oswego.or.us

TO:
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SUBJECT:

Heritage Tree Nominations

DATE:

December 29, 2010

ACTION
To review Heritage Tree applications and determine if nominated trees merit Heritage Tree designation.
INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND
The purpose of Lake Oswego’s Heritage Tree Program is to designate individual Heritage Trees or groves of
trees to educate the public about the value and history of these trees, to promote appreciation of trees,
and to voluntarily retain and protect these trees as part of the City’s heritage. Heritage Trees are
acknowledged due to their age, size, species, horticultural quality, and their importance in the historical,
cultural, environmental, and physical landscape. Anyone can nominate a tree on either public or private
property for Heritage Tree designation, with permission of the property owner.
LOC 55.06 indicates that the Natural Resources Advisory Board (NRAB) will review all Heritage Tree
nominations at a public meeting and vote to designate trees that comply with the designation
requirements. Since Arbor Day 2010, one Heritage Tree application has been submitted for nomination.
DISCUSSION
According to 55.06.030, NRAB will designate Heritage Trees based on the following criteria:
a.

The tree or tree grove is of landmark importance due to age, size, species, horticultural quality
or historic importance; and

b.

The tree is not irreparably damaged, diseased, hazardous or unsafe, or the applicant is willing to
have the tree treated by an arborist and the treatment will alleviate the concern.
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The nominated tree is a Douglas-fir located in George Rogers Park. The application materials are attached.
As an ISA Certified Arborist, I visited the tree to perform a visual tree assessment. The tree is estimated to
be at least 100-years old and measured 59-inches in diameter (16-feet in circumference) and 110-feet in
height, with a 60-foot crown spread. The tree is in remarkable condition with no major defects noted. The
tree has good vigor and a long live crown, and is a prominent tree located along a pathway to the river. This
tree is of landmark importance and appears healthy; therefore the tree is being submitted to the NRAB for
review.
ALTERNATIVES & FISCAL IMPACT
The NRAB may designate the tree as a heritage tree. The board may also request more information before
making a decision. If designated, a small plaque with species name and year of induction will be cemented
near the tree for recognition and a Heritage Tree Ceremony will be schedule at George Rogers Park during
Arbor Week 2011.
RECOMMENDATION
The staff recommends that the NRAB review the application materials, discuss the designation
requirements, and vote to approve the Heritage Tree nomination.
ATTACHMENTS
1.

Application materials for Douglas-fir in George Rogers Park

