
 

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Natural Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
November 14, 2012 

 
Call to order / Roll call 
Co-chair Craig Stephens called the November 14, 2012 meeting of the Natural Resources 
Advisory Board (NRAB) to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Yamhill Room of the West End Building, 
4101 Kruse Way, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 

Members present: Co-chair Craig Stephens, Greg McMurray, Roger Hennagin, 
and Todd Van Rysselberghe 

Members excused / absent: Co-chair Kara Warner, Benjamin Clark, Heidi Schrimsher, and 
Ben Rivera (Youth Member) 

Council Liaison: Donna Jordan (not present) 

Guest(s): None 

Staff: Andrea Christenson, Natural Resources Planner, and Dave 
Gilbey, Water Quality Program Coordinator 

 
Public Comment 
None. 

 

City Council Update 
None. 

 

Approval of Meeting Minutes 
The minutes of April 11, 2012 were tabled as only one member was present who attended the 
April meeting. 

The minutes of May 9, 2012 and June 13, 2012 were approved as corrected by staff. 

 

Introduction of New Youth Member Ben Rivera 
The new Youth Member, Ben Rivera, was not in attendance so the introduction was postponed. 

 

Overview of Stormwater Management Manual 
Mr. Gilbey stated that he is the City’s stormwater permit manager.  For the past 2½ years the 
City has been working to develop a revised stormwater code and stormwater management 
manual.  The current manual is called the Surface Water Management Design Workbook and 
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was completed in 1996.  It was minimally updated in 2003, but has never really been a 
management manual.  In May 2011 Council ordered a contract with a consultant to put together 
a manual for the City.  Mr. Gilbey said that the City will have to revise design standard codes 
and manuals and implement programs for offsite mitigation for construction activities.  He wants 
NRAB to review the draft code and manual and provide feedback to him.   

The City issues an erosion control permit for ground disturbance when construction is occurring.  
Erosion control is part of the Clean Water Act, which gives the City the ability to discharge 
stormwater legally.  Additionally, the State of Oregon has been dictated by the EPA to regulate 
the hydrological modification of a stream.  When an entity discharges stormwater to a water 
body, the EPA and the State of Oregon want to know what the hydrological impacts are to that 
water body.   

The manual has 13 chapters.  Mr. Gilbey said the first few chapters of the manual are what 
NRAB would be most interested in.  Chapter 1 gives the members things to think about such as 
why stormwater management matters; what does stormwater management mean to the City; 
and what is the benefit of stormwater management to Lake Oswego.  Chapter 2 is gives the 
steps for a developer or property owner to go through for new or redevelopment projects.  
Chapter 3 is where the stormwater requirements are located.  Projects are broken down into 
small, medium, and large.  Small projects are 200-1000 sf of new or redeveloped impervious 
area; medium projects are 1000-3000 sf; anything over 3000 sf is a large project.  Mr. Gilbey 
said there is really nothing new – they are asking developers to perform onsite stormwater 
management, register drywells, and complete a site assessment and feasibility worksheet that 
tells the developer what attributes and problems they may have on site.  The manual does not 
affect road projects as long as they are replacing like with like.  The City is recommending 
pervious surfaces and is giving 1-1 credit for pervious surfaces.  Otherwise, a property owner 
has to figure out what to do with stormwater.  The tax payers and rate payers are the ones who 
end up paying for system upgrades for stormwater management. 

Chapter 7 is the design criteria and chapter 9 promotes construction and design practices, as 
well as procedural practices.  The City wants the developer to think about things like 
construction phasing, tree preservation, and where their discharges are going to go before they 
actually begin development.  There is a chapter on maintenance and source control, i.e., what 
to do about spills like pool water in the street, or fertilizer or wash water down the storm drains.   

Mr. Gilbey said he will come back again after the Board has had time to review the document.  
He asked Board members to send him or Ms. Christenson any comments they have about the 
manual. 

 

NRAB Goal Setting for 2013 
Co-chair Stephens said that he came up with an idea to develop desired attributes – or what 
they want to see - then vote on the attributes and whichever one gets the most votes is 
incorporated into NRAB’s 2013 goals.  He took the mission statement and previous goals for the 
last two years and created a list to start with.  Some of the current goals are vague so they may 
want to focus on specific elements - or they can still keep things general.  The City Council will 
review the goals decided on by the Board.  The Board will meet with the City Council to go over 
what the members have done and what they want to accomplish. 

The members decided to go through Co-chair Stephen’s list and determine which items they 
thought were the most important. The most important items included the following: 

• Preserve and enhance open space 
• Improve surface and groundwater quality 
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• Reduce pollutants and hazardous chemicals in air, water, and land 
• Increase community interaction with and respect for natural resources 
• Preserve and enhance natural corridors 

Co-chair Stephens said they would send this list out electronically to the Board and discuss 
strategies at the next meeting.  Ms. Christenson said she would draft some goals to bring to the 
next meeting. 

 

Announcements from the Board and City Staff 
Co-chair Stephens stated there will be an all-boards meeting on November 29, 2012 regarding 
the Luscher Area Master Plan.  Mr. Monahan from SAB and Ms. Schrimsher are concerned 
about the community gardens, agriculture, expansion of the trails, and preventing encroachment 
from fields.  Co-chair Stephens said he thinks they are beginning to see some flexibility and 
some of their comments are being incorporated in the plan to the extent possible.  Open spaces 
are now being identified and there is some protection for them. 

Co-chair Stephens said that he and Ms. Schrimsher have been talking to Ryan Stee about the 
invasive plant removal project in Woodmont Park.  The City has removed some invasives and 
planted some conifers.  They are trying to increase shade so the blackberry and ivy is 
eliminated.  Co-chair Stephens wants to bring in an informal friends group to remove the ivy.  
He will be meeting at the site with Parks Department staff to go over their plan.  The long term 
vision is to have community gardens at the park if they can get water to the site.   

 
Adjournment 
The next meeting was scheduled for December 12, 2012.  There being no other business, Co-
chair Stephens adjourned the meeting at 8:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 
Andrea Christenson 
Natural Resources Planner 


