
 

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Natural Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
December 12, 2012 

 
Call to order / Roll call 
Co-chair Kara Warner called the December 12, 2012 meeting of the Natural Resources Advisory Board 
(NRAB) to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Yamhill Room of the West End Building, 4101 Kruse Way, Lake 
Oswego, Oregon. 

 

Members present: Co-chairs Craig Stephens and Kara Warner, Benjamin Clark, Roger 
Hennagin, Gregory McMurray, Heidi Schrimsher, Todd Van 
Rysselberghe, and Ben Rivera (Youth Member) 

Members excused / absent: None 

Council Liaison: Donna Jordan (not present) 

Guest(s): None 

Staff: Andrea Christenson, Natural Resources Planner 

 

Public Comment 

None. 

 

City Council Update 

Ms. Christenson reviewed the Council’s draft agenda with the Board; final approval of the Foothills 
Urban Renewal Plan and discussion of the Willamette trolley were scheduled for upcoming meetings. 
Three new councilors and the new mayor would be seated in January 2013. NRAB Co-chairs Stephens 
and Warner would meet with the new Council in January to brief them on NRAB’s work and goals for 
2013. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

Co-chair Stephens moved to approve the Minutes of April 11, 2012

Ms. Schrimsher moved to 

 as submitted. Co-chair Warner 
seconded the motion and it passed 3:0:5.   

approve the Minutes of July 19, 2012

Co-chair Warner moved to 

 as amended by Co-chair Stephens. Co-
chair Stephens seconded the motion and it passed 6:0:2. 

approve the Minutes of August 8, 2012

Approval of the Minutes of September 12, 2012 was tabled. 

 as submitted. Mr. McMurray 
seconded the motion and it passed 4:0:4.   
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Regular Business 

Comments on Stormwater Management Manual 

Co-chair Warner began the discussion by stating that the manual was very long, but certainly 
comprehensive. Mr. McMurray found a few typos within the entire document, but he thought that the 
presentation was incredible and it was one of the best stormwater manuals he had ever seen. The Board 
members continued with their comments on the document; overall, they thought it was well organized 
and easy to understand. Co-chair Warner proposed that the Board support the adoption of the 
document.  

Co-chair Stephens moved to write a letter of support to the Council

 

. Co-chair Warner seconded the 
motion and it passed 8:0. 

NRAB Goal Setting 2013 

Co-chair Stephens reviewed the goals as discussed from last meeting. He suggested reviewing the 
attributes that the Board decided upon to see if they match the values based upon last year’s goals. Co-
chair Stephens shared the attributes/outcomes as follows: 

• Open space preservation and enhancement. The Board discussed how open space is defined in 
the Comprehensive Plan and Parks Plan 2025. It was agreed that this goal did not include 
acquisition of new open spaces. 

• Improve Lake Oswego surface and ground water quality.  

• Reducing pollutants and hazardous chemicals in air, water, and land. 

• Support community interaction with and build respect for nature. The Board discussed how this 
topic included supporting community gardens. 

• Preserve natural corridors and habitats. 

 

Co-chair Warner led the Board in a review of the current goals to see if the Board wanted to keep them. 
Highlights included: 

• Participate in the development of draft goals and policies for the Inspiring Spaces and Places and 
Healthy Ecosystems action areas of the Comprehension Plan – Keep goal with additional 
wording. 

• Mr. Hennagin suggested adding a goal about advocating for the protection and enhancement of 
natural resources or open spaces; however Co-chair Warner pointed out that was basically the 
Board’s mission statement and it did not need to be repeated as a specific goal. There was 
discussion about whether or not to call out the mission as a goal, and the Board decided it was 
not necessary. 

• Participate in Community Summits – Done and removed. 

• Review the Healthy Ecosystems background report – Keep goal since the Comprehensive Plan 
process was still underway.  

• Parks Plan 2025 – The planning process was completed, but the Board decided to add a goal 
about implementation. 

• Advocate for continued funding of the Backyard Habitat Certification Program – Keep for FY 
2013-14 budget.  

• Support street tree planting through the Neighborhood Enhancement Grant Program – Support 
a general natural resource enhancement program that is not limited to street trees. 

• Advocate for continued  (but not increased) funding for invasive species removal.  
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• Review Heritage Tree designations and support Arbor Week activities. 

• Review and provide comments on other City plans and projects with natural resource impacts, 
including Foothills District redevelopment projects, Lake Oswego Tigard Water Project, and the 
stormwater manual and code update. 

Ms. Christenson said she would write a draft of the goals for the Board to review based on the 
discussion.  

 

Announcements  

Co-chair Stephens announced there would be a meeting with Ryan Stee and Parks Maintenance staff 
about the Woodmont Park invasive plant removal project in January. 

 

Adjournment 

The next meeting was scheduled for January 9, 2013.  There being no other business, Co-chair Warner 
adjourned the meeting at 8:51 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 
Andrea Christenson 
Natural Resources Planner 


