
 

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
 

Natural Resources Advisory Board Minutes 
September 11, 2013 

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 

Co-Chair Todd Van Rysselberghe called the meeting to order at 6:40 p.m. in the Yamhill Room of the 
West End Building, 4101 Kruse Way, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present: Co-Chairs Heidi Schrimsher and Todd Van Rysselberghe, Nick Berardi, 

James Kandell, Gregory McMurray, Craig Stephens, and Kara Warner 
 

Members excused / absent: None 
 

Council Liaison: Not present 
 

Guests: None 
 

Staff present: Andrea Christenson, Staff Liaison/Natural Resources Planner  
 
CITIZEN COMMENT (regarding future agenda items) 

None. 
 
CITY COUNCIL UPDATE 

Ms. Christenson reported that the Council was going to hear an overview of the Comprehensive Plan 
from the Planning Director.  The updated Plan was to move forward with the existing natural resource-
related goals and policies until Sensitive Lands was resolved.  She reported the Council had postponed 
filling the open Council position because of a split vote. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mr. Stephens moved to approve the Minutes of January 9 and February 13, 2013.  Ms. Schrimsher 
seconded the motion and it passed 4:0:3.  Ms. Warner, Mr. Kandell, and Mr. Berardi abstained. 
 
REGULAR BUSINESS  

Review of Urban Forestry Plan, Report, and Other Materials 

The Board considered what NRAB could or should do in the realm of urban forestry.  Initial comments 
included that the 2009 State of the Urban Forest Report and a brochure were good because they talked 
about the benefits of trees and planting the right trees in the right place; that the tree code addressed 
individual trees - not groves, the urban forest, or habitat; that the reported 44% tree canopy cover was 
lower than the percentage that had been cited at a Comprehensive Plan update meeting; and that 
people in FAN were disgusted by all of the trees being lost, particularly where the canopy had been 
reduced dramatically, creating a very different feel. 
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The group considered a suggestion to conduct a public relations campaign.  The purpose was to offer 
information about the benefits of trees; let people know that Neighborhood Enhancement Grants were 
available to use to plant street trees; and encourage people to plant trees.  They discussed offering that 
type of information at the Farmers’ Market, in a post card mailing, in a regular section of Hello LO; and in 
the Lake Corporation’s monthly newsletter.  They noticed the Plan talked about savings as a benefit of 
trees.  It was suggested that NRAB should present that to the public as a dollar amount and with a graph 
of tree removal permits.  Ms. Christenson advised a lot of tree removal permits required mitigation by 
planting trees. 
 
Two NRAB members related that their experience getting hazard tree removal permits had made them 
more comfortable about the process.  They had found that applicants could not bluff their way through 
because staff had the ability to identify which species were invasive and which were not. 
 
Mr. Stephens noted the 2007 Plan recommended annual updates, but only one had been done in 2009.  
He suggested that NRAB could push for annual or at least biennial State of the Forest updates and use a 
more up-to-date methodology.  He clarified that he believed the counts were off and the canopy had 
decreased because all of the cutting that had been done had an impact.  He suggested if that were 
tracked and graphed the trend would be more obvious. 
 
The group discussed who should write the updated report and how to get funding for the project.  They 
talked about going through the existing report and identifying which recommendations might no longer 
be necessary and what to focus the update on.  Suggestions were offered that if the canopy was 
decreasing the public should know about it; and the public should also be made aware of the value of 
trees in terms of dollars.  Mr. Stephens advised they needed to have good data if they ever decided to 
look at the tree code.  Ms. Christenson advised an AmeriCorps member had helped produce the first 
report but the City no longer had the assistance of an AmeriCorps member. Perhaps they could find a 
graduate student intern to assist staff.  She advised there were software programs available to do canopy 
counts.  She advised the Board that the budgeting process started in the fall when each department put 
together its proposed budget.  The best approach might be for NRAB to send a memorandum to the 
Planning Director asking him to prioritize an update of the State of the Urban Forest report in the 
Department’s budget and tell him why this project was valuable.  Those reasons could include that it 
supported NRAB’s mission; that next year was the 25th anniversary of Tree City USA; and that the update 
would inform potential tree code revisions. 
 
The Board discussed reviewing and updating the existing references in the document to ensure they 
were current, as well as the need for some field work to verify the statistics and statements were 
correct, if NRAB was going to be connected with the updated report.  Mr. Berardi volunteered to go 
through the documents and make a checklist of the types of data points in it and how much it would cost 
to reproduce each of them.  The Board planned to go through them at the next meeting; decide what 
elements to focus on, and discuss how to proceed.  Mr. Stephens advised that the report should talk 
about fire mitigation because it was an important issue that had come up recently. 
 
Lake Oswego Volunteer Network / Update on Friends of Woodmont 

Ms. Schrimsher reported that people had signed the volunteer sheet at a Farmers’ Market event.  Mr. 
Berardi circulated a spreadsheet showing the feedback they had received.  He had created a QR code for 
people to scan.  He reported that Parks and Recreation was holding a forum for all of the Friends groups 
on September 19.  He planned to attend to talk about a volunteer network plan with that group; find out 
if they already had one; and see how NRAB could help.  Perhaps NRAB’s list of volunteers could be 
passed to Friends groups when they needed assistance. 
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Mr. Berardi reported that he had recently canvassed eight homes in the vicinity of Woodmont Park to ask 
residents about the park and gauge interest in forming a Friends group.  He reported he had had good 
discussions with the residents of five homes.  He found that how much people knew about the park 
varied widely.  There were a lot of new residents.  Some people did not even know the name of the park.  
Sadly, the one who knew the most was moving to Portland.  Mr. Berardi reported that the majority of 
those he talked to liked the character of the park, but they wanted some minor improvements.  They had 
indicated they would like to see a Friends group.  A couple of neighbors had heard there could be the 
possibility of a field on one part of it and that the other part would feature trails.  Mr. Berardi reported 
that one issue was whether parking would damage the character of the park.  He said the people he 
spoke with indicated that might be okay as long as the majority of the area and its main character were 
left intact.  They had indicated they thought that gardens would be a great idea because it used to be a 
farm.  He noted that Ms. Schrimsher lived near the park and wanted to see some hawthorns in the 
middle removed so they could have a community garden.  She clarified that those hawthorns had not 
been there when it was a farm.  Mr. Berardi reported the park was overgrown and there were informal 
trails.  He reported that the trees in the little forest looked pretty sad, but one person could not make a 
huge difference.  It would take more people helping out to keep up the park.  Mr. Stephens suggested 
finding out if HRAB would want to be a part of the Friends of Woodmont effort. 

Ms. Schrimsher recalled that NRAB had begun talking about a Woodmont park project last year because 
they had budgeted money for volunteer coordination.  She related that she had never seen the report 
Ryan Stee had produced and did not know if he had used the money.  She related that he had contracted 
with someone who was an expert on how to coordinate volunteers.  Mr. Berardi volunteered to prepare 
the application for a Friends of Woodmont group.  The Board members noted that the application 
process required an inventory.  They discussed doing more outreach in vicinity of the park and at 
Farmers’ Market to solicit participation.  They noted that the west end of the park was the most 
accessible and had signage about the mine and the Ironworkers’ Trail.   

Mr. Van Rysselberghe thanked Mr. Berardi for taking the time to survey the neighborhood and for 
volunteering to work on the application.  He asked him to touch base with the expert on volunteers to 
get some tips.  Mr. Stephens advised the Board to find out what restrictions the former landowner had 
put on the property.  He recalled a ball field had once been considered on the site.  Ms. Schrimsher 
related that she spoke to Roger Hennigan asking about the legality of cutting down the English 
hawthorns.  She suggested it would be helpful to be able to show aerial maps showing what trees were 
on the property in 1992 and today. 
 
Ms. Christenson asked the Board to clarify what they had decided regarding a volunteer network.  Mr. 
Berardi and Ms. Schrimsher planned to attend the Friends groups’ forum on September 19 to talk to 
them about having a general volunteer solicitation email list.  Ms. Schrimsher suggested people who 
could not commit to a particular Friends group might want to be on a general volunteer email list.  Mr. 
Berardi wanted to know if other boards had expressed interest in forming a volunteer network, and if 
and how often the City used volunteers.  Mr. Stephens recalled that there were a lot of volunteer efforts 
by groups such as church groups, Rotary, and others.  Ms. Christenson suggested instead of a citywide 
effort to recruit for the entire spectrum of potential volunteer projects the Board could build a smaller 
list of people interested in volunteering for natural resource-related projects done by Friends groups, 
neighborhoods, Arbor Day projects, etc.  She advised that putting an email list like that together seemed 
feasible and within NRAB’s purview.  It might be easier to use the City’s website administrator to help set 
up a way for people to sign up online as well as in person.  Mr. Berardi planned to consult with forum 
participants and Ryan Stee.  Ms. Christenson offered to find out if the Board could have a city-
administered email list. 
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Update on LUBA Remand of Isolated Tree Groves Decision 

Ms. Christenson related that LUBA had sent back the decision the City Council made last year to remove 
the Resource Conservation (RC) Districts from isolated tree groves.  The Council decision had removed 
the RC Districts from six tree groves.  Metro had appealed the decision to LUBA because one of the 
groves (Tree Grove 13) did not meet the “de minimis” criterion in Title 13.  That criterion was that 
regulations protecting upland wildlife habitat could only be removed if removing them would have no 
more than a “de minimis” impact on the grove.  Metro’s interpretation of “de minimis” was that if a 
property could be divided and another house could be built within the tree grove than that was more 
than a “de minimis” impact on the grove.  She advised that the LUBA remand put the entire decision up 
for City review again.  The RC Districts were now back in effect and the related code changes were 
reversed. 
 
Ms. Christenson reported that the City Council had just decided not to appeal the LUBA decision.  She 
noted the Council’s options for moving forward included deciding to not do anything more; moving 
forward by conducting another analysis to support removing the other five groves (addressing some 
extra scrutiny that Metro had given to the analysis for removal from those five groves during the appeal 
process); and working with TG-13 property owners to see if they would agree to put deed restrictions on 
their properties that prevented land division.  She reported that the City had argued unsuccessfully that 
it was unlikely that TG-13 lots could be subdivided.  However, the code said they could be divided.  She 
clarified she did not know what the Council would decide to do.  She reported that the LO Stewards had 
initially been against the proposal but supported the City’s position during the LUBA appeal process. 
 
Farmers’ Market on September 14 

Board members volunteered for specific booth-staffing shifts at the Farmers’ Market. 
 
Information from Board Members and Staff 

Mr. Stephens talked about the celebration of the opening of the last segment of the Rosemont Trail.   
The Friends group had raised all but $55,000 to implement it.  He reported that there had not been 
many people there, but the Mayor and representatives from Metro and Clackamas County had attended.  
He reported that there had been lots of interest in the organic farming area.  The big controversy was 
that people could not ride bikes on the trail.  A groundswell of people wanted to be able to ride a bike on 
the trail because riding on the road was unsafe.  The County safety staff person who was there had 
advised there should be no bikes on the road so drivers did not have to worry about them. 
 
Ms. Warner related that the advisory committee was formulating their recommendations regarding how 
the updated wastewater treatment plant should function, look, and relate to its neighbors.  They had 
most recently considered the landscaping.  There was going to be an open house after Thanksgiving. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  

The next meeting was scheduled on October 9, 2013.  There being no other business, Co-Chair Van 
Rysselberghe adjourned the meeting at 8:10 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

 
Andrea Christenson 
Natural Resources Planner 


