
 
 
 
 
 
 

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Natural Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
February 13, 2013 

 
Call to order / Roll call 

Co-chair Kara Warner called the February 13, 2013 meeting of the Natural Resources Advisory Board 
(NRAB) to order at 6:35 p.m. in the Yamhill Room of the West End Building, 4101 Kruse Way, Lake 
Oswego, Oregon. 

 

Members present: Co-chairs Kara Warner and Craig Stephens, Benjamin Clark, Roger 
Hennagin, Gregory McMurray, Heidi Schrimsher, Todd Van 
Rysselberghe, and Ben Rivera (Youth Member) 

Members excused / absent: None 

Council Liaison: Jeff Gudman 

Guest(s): David Beckett 

Staff: Andrea Christenson, Natural Resources Planner, and Morgan Holen, 
Contract Arborist for the City of Lake Oswego 

 

Public Comment 

None 
 
City Council Update 

Councilor Gudman shared that there had recently been two Council items of interest to the Board. The 
first was the Town Hall Meeting the previous evening. Councilor Gudman said it was terrific in both tone 
and substance and that he did not feel any tension or disrespect of others’ ideas or opinions, especially 
regarding the quality of life in Lake Oswego. The second item was that the Urban Renewal District for 
Foothills was overturned. Councilor Gudman summarized the following key points from that meeting: 

• The framework plan for Foothills was going forward. 
• The mapping and code changes were going forward. 
• The Willamette Steps project was removed from the Urban Renewal District and put back into 

LORA (Lake Oswego Redevelopment Association). 
• All other infrastructure projects were directed to be included in the Five Year Capital 

Improvement Plan and weighted against other projects in the city. 
• A request was made to determine the upgrades or replacement needs for the Tryon Creek 

Wastewater Treatment Plant, including potential financing. Geographic boundaries were also an 
issue. 
 

Other upcoming items of interest on the Council agenda included: 
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• Kim Gilmer would receive a Distinguished Service Award the following week, prior to her 
retirement from the City; 

• An update on the Luscher Farm Master Plan; 
• Proclamation of Arbor Week in April; and 
• Arbor Day Art Contest awards in May. 

 
Approval of Minutes 

None 
 
Regular Business 

Heritage Tree Designations 

Ms. Holen announced this year’s tree nominations for designation as a Heritage Tree. She explained that 
NRAB’s job was to determine if the nominated trees meet the code criteria. She provided a short history 
of the Heritage Tree program, which started in 1997. She then reviewed the criteria for Heritage Tree 
designation: the tree should be of landmark importance and not be diseased or non-repairable. 
 
Two trees were nominated. The first tree was a Douglas-fir located at 208 Durham Street, which was 
nominated by Marylou Colver. The tree was estimated to be 100 to125 years old. Ms. Holen used slides 
to show pictures of the tree. There were no real concerns noted. The tree was located on private 
property, and the owners were willing to post a plaque on their fence so it would be visible from the 
public right-of-way.  
 
The second tree was an Oregon white oak located on Bryant Road, next to the Jean Road Fire Station. It 
was nominated by Ms. Holen. The tree had no major defects and was in good condition. It was in the 
public right-of-way, so the City Manager had approved this nomination. The tree was estimated to be 75 
to100 years old.  
 
The Board proceeded with discussion on these nominations and other possible trees in the community 
that could be nominated. Members asked what sort of benefits the Heritage Tree program provided to 
property owners. Ms. Holen and Ms. Christenson explained that recognition was the primary incentive, 
along with a plaque and a celebration during Arbor Week. Ms. Holen also shared that she was working 
on getting an agreement for an arborist to visit the trees in the program to provide a visual assessment 
of the tree for the owners. 
 
Mr. Van Rysselberghe moved to designate both trees as Heritage Trees. Mr. Stephens seconded the 
motion, and it passed unanimously
 

.  

Review Council’s Preliminary 2013 Action Plan 

Ms. Schrimsher and Mr. Hennagin provided an update on what happened and their impressions of the 
City Council’s preliminary goals meeting. Understanding the effect of climate change on the 
community’s natural resources was suggested as a future goal. NRAB discussed the challenges related to 
completing such a goal. Ms. Christenson suggested that attention to climate change could fall under 
NRAB’s goal regarding education and outreach. 
 
After receiving input from the Boards and Commissions, the Council developed a list of ten preliminary 
action items for 2013. Ms. Christenson pointed out the items of interest to this Board, including the 
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Comprehensive Plan Update, revisions to the Sensitive Land program, and an evaluation of the tree 
code. NRAB discussed how some parts of the current tree code have been seen as too strict, and some 
people think that the permit costs are too high. Councilor Gudman suggested that this Board keep on 
top of what is going on with tree removal and the tree code. The other two items, the Comprehensive 
Plan Update and Sensitive Lands revisions, are complicated processes with various steps. 
 
Review and Refine NRAB 2013 Work Plan 

Ms. Christenson handed out a spreadsheet of the items on the work plan with a goal of selecting leads 
for items on the list. Ms. Warner walked through each item and solicited volunteers. Discussions ensued 
about each goal and the importance of the outreach to the community. 
 
Update on Woodmont Park Volunteer Stewardship Project 

Mr. Stephens updated the Board on this project. He reminded everyone that a work party was 
scheduled for the upcoming Sunday. Mr. Stephens said that information about the event had been 
submitted to the newspaper, and that the Parks Department would provide the tools for the work. The 
Board expressed some concern over attendance and the work party in general, specifically the 
organization and the knowledge or instruction of how to complete the work. Ms. Schrimsher said she 
had created a flyer that she intended to take around her neighborhood. Mr. Rivera said he talked to two 
teachers about students volunteering and related that the event would have to be outside of school 
hours. Mr. Stephens said he had talked to Mike Buck regarding identifying any native plants on the site 
and marking them with a flag so they were not removed. An update on how the work party went would 
be on the agenda for the next meeting. Ms. Warner requested that someone bring a camera and take 
pictures. 
 
Announcements 

Ms. Warner announced she was tracking the facilities plan update for the Tryon Creek Wastewater 
Treatment Plant. She said there were expansions planned over the next twenty years that the Board 
needed to keep on top of to ensure that the natural environment was not disturbed. 
 
Adjournment 

The next meeting was scheduled for March 13, 2013.  There being no other business, Co-chair Warner 
adjourned the meeting at 9:00 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Andrea Christenson 
Natural Resources Planner 


