
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Natural Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
March 13, 2013 

 
Call to order / Roll call 

Co-chair Kara Warner called the March 13, 2013 meeting of the Natural Resources Advisory Board 
(NRAB) to order at 6:40 p.m. in the Yamhill Room of the West End Building, 4101 Kruse Way, Lake 
Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present: Co-chairs Craig Stephens and Kara Warner, Benjamin Clark, Heidi 

Schrimsher, Gregory McMurray, and Ben Rivera (Youth Member) 

Members excused / absent: Roger Hennagin and Todd Van Rysselberghe 

Council Liaison: Skip O’Neill 

Guest(s): None 

Staff: Andrea Christenson, Natural Resources Planner, and Ryan Stee, 
Parks Project Manager 

 
Public Comment 

Mr. Stee provided an update on the Iron Mountain Management Plan. He explained what a 
management plan included and how it provided direction for restoration and maintenance in parks. He 
said that he was trying to utilize staff expertise to create the plan, with outside help as needed. He 
secured a technical expertise grant from the National Park Service for this project. Two “Friends” groups 
exist, as well as a strong neighborhood association in the area. He said that the site was 42 acres and it 
had a lot of invasive plant problems. Invasive removal had been encouraged by the City Council and the 
neighborhood. 
 
Mr. Stee provided a map for the Board to review and explained that one area had an existing master 
plan that would be used to inform the management plan. He explained the planning process, the 
stakeholders involved, and the tasks to be accomplished. Mr. McMurray suggested that Mr. Stee attend 
the Oswego Lake Watershed Council meeting to share this information. Mr. Stee said he would like the 
City Council to review the plan by summer 2013, before the grant expired. Mr. Stee planned to return to 
the Board in about two months with another update. Mr. Stephens recommended clearing the culvert 
next to the path near the wetlands by the Hunt Club. 
 
City Council Update 

Councilor O’Neill reported on the Lake Oswego-Tigard Water Project, which went to the Council with a 
funding request for several capital components. He said the Council had a lengthy discussion about the 
project, and the request for funding was approved. 
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Ms. Christenson announced that the Community Forestry Commission had been dissolved and tree 
cutting appeals would now go to the Development Review Commission for review. On March 5, the 
Council finalized its 2013 Action Plan. The item that was of most interest to the Board was the 
modifications to the Sensitive Lands Ordinance. Revisions to the tree code had been on the Council’s 
preliminary action plan, but the tree code did not end up being a priority for 2013. The Comprehensive 
Plan would remain an ongoing project until it was completed. Councilor O’Neill reported that other 
items on the Council’s schedule included the future of the West End Building property and Boones Ferry 
Road improvements. The first meeting of the Budget Committee was scheduled for March 14. 
 
Approval of Minutes 

Mr. Stephens asked for any revisions to the minutes and approved the Minutes of October 10, 2012 as 
amended
 

. 

Regular Business 

Overview of Arbor Week Events 

Ms. Christenson announced that Arbor Week would occur from April 7 to13. The kickoff was scheduled 
for Sunday, April 7 and would include a Heritage Tree Bike Ride and a festival in Millennium Plaza.  She 
asked Board members to attend and staff a booth at the festival. Other events scheduled for Arbor 
Week included: 

• Monday – Workshop on trees 
• Tuesday – Heritage tree dedication 
• Wednesday – Benefits of trees walk 
• Thursday – Heritage Tree dedication and Tree City USA celebration 
• Friday –Tree planting in Springbrook Park with middle school students 
• Saturday – Tree-themed puppet show at the Library 

 
Ms. Christenson also suggested promoting ivy removal on trees, perhaps as a contest for the 
community. 
 
Update on Woodmont Park Volunteer Stewardship Project 

Mr. Stephens handed out photos and provided an update on the volunteer stewardship project at 
Woodmont Park. He said that it was a small work party but a lot of work was accomplished. He also 
noted that he thought trails and signs were needed in Woodmont Park. Mr. Stephens said he preferred 
manual removal of ivy to the use of chemicals, such as in George Rogers Park. He said it may be 
premature, but he thought it seemed feasible to use mechanical treatment as the preferred method and 
chemical treatment the less desirable method for ivy removal. He believed Springbrook Park was a 
model for how things should be done and said it would be worth a field trip. 
 
Ms. Schrimsher said she spoke with Mr. Stee about the funding for a Volunteer Coordinator for invasive 
plant removal. She recounted that Mr. Stee had talked to many candidates who had experience using 
pesticides, so therefore she did not know if the Parks and Recreation Department was fully aligned with 
a solely volunteer-based approach. The Board further discussed the need to use chemicals in some 
situations. 
  



City of Lake Oswego Natural Resources Advisory Board Minutes 
March 13, 2013 

Page 3 of 3 

 

Volunteer Opportunities for High School Students 

Ms. Christenson suggested that the Board would need to act soon if it wished to provide volunteer 
opportunities for high school students before the end of the school year. Mr. Rivera reported that 
students were interested in a variety of things. For example, he thought he could get some volunteers 
for Arbor Week events. He offered to announce at school any opportunities available to volunteers. 
There were several suggestions on how to create volunteer projects for high school students. 
 
Update on Luscher Area Master Plan 

Ms. Schrimsher reported that she and other advisory board representatives had met with Ivan 
Anderholm, the interim Director of the Parks and Recreation Department, to promote a new Friends 
Group that would include a representative from each advisory board. They also advocated for funding 
for the Agricultural Plan and other things. She noted that they were still in disagreement regarding a 
potential special district overlay. 
 
Announcements for the Board and City Staff 

None 
 
Adjournment 

The next meeting was scheduled for April 10, 2013. There being no other business, Co-chair Stephens 
adjourned the meeting at 8:37 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Andrea Christenson 
Natural Resources Planner 


