
 

NATURAL RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD 

MINUTES 

October 1, 2014 

 

Chair Greg McMurray called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 380 
A Avenue. 

Present:  Chair Gregory McMurray, Frank Junga, Heidi Schrimsher, Sean Sweeney, and Todd 
Van Rysselberghe. Council Liaison Lauren Hughes was not present.   

Staff:  Shannan Stoll, Assistant Natural Resources Planner/Staff Liaison. 

Guests: None. 

CITIZEN COMMENT 

None.   
 
CITY COUNCIL UPDATE 

Councilor Hughes provided a written handout for the Council Update this week. Ms. Stoll also noted that 
there is an upcoming City Council Study Session on the issue of amending the Tree Code to be more 
flexible for owners of large forested parcels. Ms. Stoll said that some of the issues discussed would likely 
include how to define “large forested parcel”, whether to add a discretionary Forest Management Plan 
track for owners of large parcels who want to remove more than two trees per year, or whether to 
address the issue through clear and objective amendments to the Tree Code. Ms. Stoll also noted that 
the annexation hearing for the property on 14061 Goodall Road that had been continued from a 
September meeting would be coming back to City Council on October 21. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
None. 
  

REGULAR BUSINESS 

Election of new Board Co-Chair 

Mr. McMurray said that he would prefer to have a Co-Chair. The election of a new Co-Chair was tabled 
until a future meeting since three Board members were absent at this meeting. 

2014 Sensitive Lands Code Amendments Public Discussion Draft 

The Board walked through the nine proposed code amendments one at a time, with Ms. Stoll providing 
a brief overview of each code amendment before members reviewed each amendment and discussed 
how the NRAB would comment on the amendments for the upcoming Planning Commission (PC) Work 
Session on October 13.  

The Board discussed Code Fix 2 from the Public Discussion Draft, which removes the requirement for 
wildlife friendly fencing below the top of bank, while continuing to prohibit fences within wetlands and 
stream channels. The Board agreed that this amendment would contribute to habitat fragmentation for 
wildlife. Mr. McMurray said that the proposed amendment should better reflect the Title 13 Model 
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Code best practice to “carefully integrate fencing into the landscape to guide animals toward animal 
crossings under, over, or around transportation corridors.”  

The Board discussed Code Fix 3 from the Public Discussion Draft, which allows resources protected in an 
RP District to be credited toward meeting the RC District protection requirements. The Board generally 
did not have issues with this amendment, though Mr. McMurray pointed out that there didn’t seem to 
be a scientific basis for the reduction ratios of “one square foot for every two square feet of RP District” 
proposed in LOC 50.05.010.05.b.1.  

The Board discussed Code Fixes 4 and 5 from the Public Discussion Draft, which removes the 
requirement that landscape plants in RP and RC Districts “provide food or cover for wildlife.” Ms. 
Schrimsher expressed concerns about not requiring native plants in RP or RC Districts, and specifically 
cited the importance of native plants for supporting populations of native pollinators. The Board agreed 
that the NRAB does not support the removal of the language “provide food or cover for wildlife,” and 
that the use of native plants in RP and RC Districts should be more strongly encouraged in the proposed 
amendments, if not required.  

The Board discussed Code Fix 6 from the Public Discussion Draft, which removes the restriction on 
exterior lights in RP Districts. Members expressed concerns about the removal of exterior lighting 
standards in RP Districts as this negatively impacts wildlife. Members said lighting should be directed 
down, away from the resource area, and/or should have restrictions on luminosity. The Board settled on 
recommending that, at a minimum, the proposal be amended to require that lights be directed away 
from the RP District resource area, as other jurisdictions have done.   

The Board discussed Code Fix 9 from the Public Discussion Draft, which establishes a limit on stream 
corridor delineations in steep areas, specifically limiting the resource area to 200 feet from the edge of 
the stream, defined as the Ordinary High Water Line. Members were generally okay with this 
amendment, though the Board agreed to recommend that the amendment specify how the 200 feet will 
be measured (horizontally, or up the slope).  

The Board discussed how to provide comment for the PC Work Session on October 13. Mr. McMurray 
said he would write up a draft that reflects the Board’s discussion, and send that out to the group for 
feedback. He and Ms. Stoll would then work to revise the document, which Ms. Stoll would submit to 
the PC.  

Next steps for Friends of Woodmont Natural Area 

This agenda item was tabled to allow Mr. Stephens to be present for the discussion.  

2015 goals: initial brainstorm and discussion 

This agenda item was tabled until November, due to the absence of three Board members.  

Information from board members and staff 

Mr. McMurray passed out fliers from Mike Buck for two work parties at Iron Mountain Park. Ms. Stoll 
said that the Iron Mountain Nature Walk was very well attended and went really well, and thanked the 
NRAB for the suggestion of having a nature walk at Iron Mountain. Ms. Schrimsher announced that 
Luscher Farm will be holding a Harvest Festival on October 18th from 11am-4pm. Ms. Stoll said she was 
coordinating the Sensitive Lands on public lands tour with Ryan Stee and Megan Big John and would be 
sending out an email with three possible dates for NRAB members to choose from. Mr. Van 
Rysselberghe said that the Eco Film Fest was a big success. 

ADJOURNMENT  

The next regular meeting was scheduled on November 5, 2014 in the City Council Chambers. Co-Chair 
McMurray adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:35 p.m.  
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Respectfully submitted,  
 
Shannan Stoll 
Assistant Natural Resources Planner  
 
Link to audio recording of meeting:  http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/boc_nrab/natural-resources-advisory-board-31 
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