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CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

Planning Commission Minutes 
November 9, 2015 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Randy Arthur called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber of City 
Hall, 380 A Avenue. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
Members present were Chair Randy Arthur, Vice Chair John LaMotte, and Commissioners Ed 
Brockman, William Gaar, Robert Heape and Bill Ward.  Commissioner Adrianne Brockman 
was excused.  Council Liaison Joe Buck was also present. 
 
Staff present were Scot Siegel, Planning and Building Services Director; Sarah Selden, Senior 
Planner; Evan Boone, Deputy City Attorney; and Iris McCaleb, Administrative Support. 
 

3. COUNCIL UPDATE 

Councilor Buck updated the Commission on Council actions and activities. 
 

4. CITIZEN COMMENT – Regarding issues not on the agenda 

Dwight Sangrey, 13657 Blazer Trail, Lake Oswego, 97035, related that Mountain Park’s 
application to be formally recognized as a City neighborhood association was complete.  He 
clarified that Mountain Park Neighborhood Association boundaries would be the same as 
Mountain Park Homeowners Association boundaries. 
 
Charles “Skip” Ormsby, 170 SW Birdshill Road, Portland, 97219, had emailed comments to 
the Commission.  He discussed reasons why the process related to adopting legislation and a 
manual regarding stormwater management (LU 15-0050) should be stopped for the time 
being.  He mentioned a pending U.S. Supreme Court case (Michigan v. U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency); that a required cost analysis had not been performed; the need for more 
detailed information on what agencies such as the Department of Environmental Quality, 
Environmental Protection Agency and Army Corps of Engineers would require for compliance; 
how the proposed changes would affect other aspects of the City code, such as Sensitive 
Lands and the tree code; and, that the process, the requirements, and the calculations of cost 
should be more public and transparent.  He noted that the Birdshill Neighborhood Association 
had recently adopted related resolutions.  He indicated he feared the costs might get out of 
hand. 
 
Chair Arthur asked staff to provide responses to the issues raised by Mr. Ormsby.  When 
asked what his objections to the Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Plan were, Mr. Ormsby 
discussed that there were no authoritative maps for percent slope and that references to 
Waters of the United States should be expunged for the time being because court adjudication 
was pending. 
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5. COMMISSION FOR CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT 

Announcements included that the City was offering tours of their departments, programs and 
services; the deadlines for applying for open positions on several boards; and, that the 
Commission was seeking community input on potential 2016 Planning Commission goals.  
Commissioner E. Brockman offered an update on aspects the Southwest Employment Area 
Advisory Committee was considering. 
 

6. MINUTES 
6.1 October 10, 2015 

Commissioner Ward moved to approve the Minutes of October 10, 2015, as written.  Vice 
Chair LaMotte seconded the motion and it passed 6:0. 
 

6.2 October 12, 2015 

Commissioner E. Brockman moved to approve the Minutes of October 12, 2015, as amended 
by Vice Chair LaMotte.  Commissioner Ward seconded the motion and it passed 5:0:1.  
Commissioner Gaar abstained. 
 

7. WORK SESSION 
7.1 Uplands Neighborhood Plan (PP 15-0005) 

Reviewed draft components of the Uplands Neighborhood Plan and provided feedback to staff 
and the Uplands Neighborhood Planning Committee.  Staff coordinator was Sarah Selden, 
Senior Planner. 
 
Staff Report/Update from the Uplands Neighborhood Association Planning Committee 
Ms. Selden reported that the neighborhood was making good progress and she confirmed that 
the process was to develop a neighborhood plan and the implementing code at the same time.  
She asked the Commission to provide feedback on the general direction of the plan and the 
public outreach process. 
 
The Committee members were Brad Lyons, Brian Williams, Paul Lyons, Bob Ervin, Tom 
O’Connor, Audrey Mattison, Patty Schaffer and Bruce Brown.  During their presentation they 
indicated they liked the City’s neighborhood planning kit and the assistance they had received 
from Ms. Selden.  They reported good response to the neighborhood survey (91 responded).  
They discussed neighborhood character, highlighting their large amount of green space and 
lots of younger families moving in.  They pointed out that they faced challenges related to 
connectivity, stormwater issues, pedestrian safety, and the condition of Wembley Park Road.  
They highlighted key aspects of each section of the draft plan as follows: 

Land Use and Housing.  The Committee discussed having an overlay to address multiple 
problems related to flag lot developments; new homes that towered over existing homes; and 
development that created drainage issues and reduced the amount of green space.  They 
estimated they had about 100 tax lots that were large enough to potentially be divided and 
redeveloped – many of them as flag lots.  They were concerned that the neighborhood could 
be chopped up by private flag lot lanes going through the developments; for example, an 
existing flag lot development of concern had been approved to permit four more houses if the 
lane was continued through.  Mr. Siegel advised that the code required providing for an access 
that could be extended to go through. 
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Transportation.  The Committee reported that the neighborhood wanted to make the 
neighborhood safer for pedestrians, particularly in areas of blind curves in the road and where 
pedestrians crossed the street from transit stops.  They were concerned about the condition of 
Wembley Park Road.  They wanted to retain their one existing pathway and have additional 
pathways listed in the City’s Capital Improvement Plan.  They wanted to address the challenge 
of driving from their single-egress streets into Boones Ferry Road and Country Club Road 
traffic. 
 
Vice Chair LaMotte suggested the neighborhood representatives identify and map the 
locations of places they wanted to make safer for pedestrians.  Staff related the Engineering 
Department was looking at adding a new signal on Country Club Road.  The neighborhood 
representatives discussed that they assumed the pathway along Wembley Park Road would 
be part of the future larger road and drainage improvements project. 
 
Natural Systems.  The Committee pointed out that Uplands had the largest percentage of 
tree canopy in the city, a robust wildlife population and that Springbrook Park had potential to 
serve as a watershed.  They noted theirs was an older neighborhood where only about a third 
of the streets had curbs and catch basins and there were also open ditches and rights-of-way 
that had been landscaped out to the traveled edge.  There was discussion that how this 
neighborhood addressed variations in treatment/use of rights-of-way might serve as a model 
for the rest of the city. 
 
Ms. Mattison discussed that some private stream rehabilitation projects had already been 
completed.  She explained some lots were long and narrow because they had been developed 
around large septic fields.  She reported that the Committee had confirmed that they were 
going to research where homeowners associations were responsible for managing stormwater 
facilities and map the locations. 
 
Open Space and Recreation.  The Committee reported that Springbrook Creek was 
important enough to the residents that they had formed a Friends of Springbrook Park group 
years ago; they had cleaned out most of the ivy; and they were working on design/restoration 
with the help of the City.  They advised that they had a management plan, but they wanted to 
create a new and more comprehensive plan.  They noted that if they designed it as a 
watershed it could handle more stormwater.  Staff confirmed the project would be eligible for 
Enhancement Program funding. 
 
The Committee pointed out that volunteers had rebuilt the trails, which were well used and that 
the school playground, fields and Tennis Center were also well used.  They reported that fifty 
new families (mostly young families) had moved into the neighborhood in recent years and the 
neighborhood wanted to see Uplands school reopened. 
 
During this discussion the neighborhood was encouraged to highlight their link to the Iron 
Mountain Master Planning project.  They clarified the ivy in Springbrook Park had been 
sprayed with an effective, specially modified version of Round-Up that did no harm.  They 
indicated the City could do a better job of promoting the Tennis Center.  The neighborhood 
was encouraged to think about planning potential uses they wanted to see at Uplands 
Elementary School if it was sold to a private developer.  Mr. Siegel cautioned about being too 
specific about that at this point in time. 
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Citizen Involvement and Emergency Preparedness.  The neighborhood had a challenge 
finding volunteers interested in leading their existing emergency preparedness program, their 
action steps for citizen involvement include finding volunteers to create a neighborhood 
website and to form an event committee.  They remarked that a lack of diversity in 
representation was a concern. 
 
Economic Development.  The neighborhood wanted to continue to support the significant 
number of home-based businesses in the neighborhood (20 of the 91 survey responders) 
while ensuring they complied with City codes and regulations.  Commissioner Gaar advised 
them to consider addressing businesses that generated a lot of traffic, such as UPS truck 
traffic. 
 
Ms. Selden related the committee was considering doing another survey and that later, they 
would present a refined plan.  Mr. Siegel and the Commissioners discussed coordination, 
noting that the neighborhood would be working on flag lot- and stormwater-related issues 
while the Commission was dealing with those issues on a citywide basis.  There was 
discussion that some of the limitations the Committee had mentioned (limiting flag lots to two 
houses, limitations on height, setbacks, etc.) could impact property rights and property values; 
in regard to implementing the Comprehensive Plan and City Council goals there was balance 
to be achieved between business-friendly code standards and neighborhood 
character/resident-friendly standards.  Staff agreed to look for any notes they might have from 
the Comprehensive Plan update process about any discussions of density in the Uplands 
Neighborhood. 
 

8. SCHEDULE REVIEW 

The most recent Rolling Agenda was still current. 
 

9. OTHER BUSINESS – PLANNING COMMISSION 
None. 
 

10. ADJOURNMENT 
There being no other business Chair Arthur adjourned the meeting at 8:30 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Iris McCaleb  /s/ 
Iris McCaleb 
Administrative Support 


