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CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

Planning Commission Action Minutes 
March 13, 2017 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Rob Heape called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber of City Hall, 
380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
Members present were Chair Rob Heape, Vice Chair Bill Ward and Commissioners Randy 
Arthur, Skip Baker and Ed Brockman.  Commissioner William Gaar was excused. 
 
Staff present were Debra Andreades, Senior Planner; Sarah Selden, Senior Planner; Evan 
Boone, Deputy City Attorney; and Iris McCaleb, Administrative Support. 
 

3. COUNCIL UPDATE 

There was no Council update. 
 

4. CITIZEN COMMENT 

There were no citizen comments. 
 

5. COMMISSION FOR CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT 

5.1 General Updates 

Commissioner Brockman agreed to attend the Neighborhood Chair’s Meeting with the Mayor 
on Saturday, March 18th due to Vice Chair Ward having a scheduling conflict. 
 
Chair Heape announced upcoming vacancies on various boards as well as two vacancies on 
the Planning Commission. 
 

5.2 Woodmont Park Master Plan Process 

The Commission received an update on the Woodmont Park Master Plan process and the 
draft Public Involvement Plan.  Staff coordinators were Bruce Powers, Parks and Recreation 
Department Project Manager and Sarah Selden, Senior Planner. 
 
Mr. Powers provided an overview of the public information process developed for the master 
plan.  He advised that the site analysis portion of the master plan had been completed and 
would be available on-line. 
 

Citizen Comments 
Philip Zald, 13430 Atwater Lane, Lake Oswego, 97034, indicated that he lived with his family 
in the Forest Highlands neighborhood and served on the board of their neighborhood 
association.  He added that he had also participated in restoration work of the park and that it 
was a great green space with a lot of potential.  He noted that there were many restrictions on 
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development of the property which were included on the deed and from the former owner.  He 
acknowledged that the park had been allowed to remain in its natural state which included 
invasive species.  He indicated that the neighborhood looked forward to participating in the 
planning process and providing input on its development. 
 
Karen Ingels, 12831 Alto Park Road, Lake Oswego, 97034, stated that the site was a treasure 
to their neighborhood and hoped to see the park maintained as a natural area and developed 
in a way that would provide habitat for wildlife while also offering a public use. 
 
Heidi Schrimsher, 13880 Knaus Road, Lake Oswego, 97034, stated that she lived across from 
the park and that she was the chair of Friends of Woodmont Park.  She shared that the 
previous day there had been a work party of about sixteen volunteers which included seven 
kids.  She indicated that kids enjoyed exploring in the park and that it was important to have 
the park available for this type of activity.  She stated that she also agreed with previous 
comments. 
 

6. MINUTES 
6.1 Commissioner Baker moved to approve the Minutes of February 13, 2017, as written.  

Commissioner Ward seconded the motion and it passed 5:0. 
 

6.2 Commissioner Brockman moved to approve the Minutes of February 27, 2017, as written.  
Commissioner Arthur seconded the motion and it passed 5:0. 
 

7. WORK SESSIONS 
7.1 Forest Highlands Neighborhood Survey – Work Session #1 (PP 15-0006) 

The Commission received a presentation from the Forest Highlands Neighborhood 
Association on the results of their fall 2016 neighborhood survey, focused on neighborhood 
development and livability. They also provided direction on next steps to address the 
neighborhood’s interests and concerns identified through the survey.  Staff coordinator was 
Sarah Selden, Senior Planner. 
 
Gary Willihnganz, Co-Chair of the Forest Highlands Neighborhood Association, presented a 
summary of the history and characteristics of the neighborhood.  Philip Zald, Board Member 
and former Co-Chair, presented results of the survey. 
 

Citizen Comment 
Sam Taylor, 13170 Thoma Road, Lake Oswego, 97035, shared concerns related to drainage 
problems and safety.  He mentioned a neighborhood walk-through which included members of 
the Transportation Advisory Board and expressed his frustration of not receiving a report he 
had requested that documented the problems discussed on the tour. 
 
Grace Wadell, 13180 Thoma Road, Lake Oswego, 97034, pointed out that it wasn’t only 
houses being built causing the drainage problems, but dirt roads being paved.  She 
commented that trees were a benefit and helped manage stormwater.  She spoke of the 
danger in walking without sidewalks or crosswalks, especially for disabled persons. 
 
Karen Ingels, 12831 Alto Park Road, Lake Oswego, 97034, suggested putting higher density 
development where the municipal golf course was located.  She expressed concern about 
lighting issues from new development and recalled a time when there was a desire to promote 
“dark skies.” 
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Heidi Schrimsher, 13880 Knaus Road, Lake Oswego, 97034, stated that she thought it was 
important to have a higher density.  She agreed that R-7.5 zoning was causing problems but 
was unsure of how to address the balance between the desires of homeowners and those of 
developers. 
 
Rick Rosenbloom, 13346 Goodall Road, Lake Oswego, 97034, provided information on the 
property previously referred to on 13209 Amber Place. 
 
Bill Jaursch, 1485 Timberline Drive, Lake Oswego, 97034, stated that he had lived in the 
neighborhood since 1994.  He indicated that he had also participated on the neighborhood 
walk-through and clarified that City and County staff were present.  He shared his concerns 
regarding the hazards of Goodall and Knaus and the lack of continuous sidewalks.  He 
encouraged the City to listen to the neighborhood about the character versus the plan. 
 
Additional Input on Approach: 

• Would like specifics as well as objections regarding existing zoning.  Would like specifics 
on conflict between Metro’s plan and what neighborhood is seeking and/or the existing 
conditions. 

• The Commission asked the neighborhood to reach out to a resident who had submitted 
comments expressing questions and concerns about the survey. 

• Offer opportunity for additional input from neighbors. 

Staff will return for a second work session and provide an analysis on development potential. 

 
8. OTHER BUSINESS 

Chair Heape announced a meeting on March 22nd at Metro for those interested in learning how 
Metro, cities, counties and community groups plan for the future. 
 
Ms. Selden provided a brief explanation of the City’s Neighborhood Enhancement Grant 
Program; Commissioner Baker agreed to represent the Planning Commission on the Grant 
Review Committee that reviews the applications and makes a recommendation to the City 
Council concerning awarding grants. 
 

9. SCHEDULE REVIEW 

Input/Action: 
• Planning Commission retreat to be rescheduled after the two vacant positions were filled 

the end of June. 
• Work session on Flag Lots, Access Lanes and Serial Partitions (PP 16-0003) rescheduled 

to April 10. 
• Work session on Local Street Connectivity (PP 16-0004) rescheduled to April 24. 
• Staff will return with an update on the scheduling of code amendments related to “Noise-

Producing Accessory Structures.” 
 

10. ADJOURNMENT 
There being no other business Chair Heape adjourned the meeting at 8:40 p.m. 


