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CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

Planning Commission Minutes 
July 13, 2015 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Randy Arthur called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City 
Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
Members present were Chair Randy Arthur, Vice Chair Ed Brockman, and Commissioners 
Adrianne Brockman, William Gaar, Robert Heape, John LaMotte and Bill Ward.  Councilor Jeff 
Gudman was also present. 
 
Staff present were Scot Siegel, Director of Planning and Building Services; Debra Andreades, 
Senior Planner; Leslie Hamilton, Senior Planner; Evan Boone, Deputy City Attorney; and Iris 
McCaleb, Administrative Support. 
 

3. COUNCIL UPDATE 

Councilor Jeff Gudman, substituting for Councilor Joe Buck who was excused, updated the 
Commission on Council actions and activities. 
 

4. COMMISSION FOR CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT 

Announcements included the City Attorney’s ethics presentation (July 27); Backyard Habitat 
Open House (July 18); a tree protection workshop (July 30) and openings on City boards. 
 

5. CITIZEN COMMENT – Regarding issues not on the agenda 

Susan Heichel, Lund Street, Lake Oswego, 97034, discussed noise from Highway 43 paving 
equipment. 
 

6. MINUTES 
6.1 April 27, 2015 

Commissioner A. Brockman moved to approve the Minutes of April 27, 2015, as corrected by 
Chair Arthur and Commissioner LaMotte.  Commissioner LaMotte seconded the motion and it 
passed 7:0. 
 

7. FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS AND ORDER 
7.1 Multiple Duplexes – Community Development Code Amendments (LU 15-0010) 

On June 22, 2015, the Planning Commission made a preliminary recommendation that the 
City Council approve the proposed amendments with changes as discussed during 
deliberations.  Staff coordinator was Sarah Selden, Senior Planner. 
 

EXHIBIT C-1 
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There was discussion ending with consensus to agree to the proposal.  Points offered during 
the discussion were that this would help to make substandard lots a little bigger and perhaps 
lessen impacts on the neighborhood.  Staff reminded the commissioners that they had already 
decided not to allow variances for development on substandard lots.  Mr. Boone clarified that a 
zone-complying lot and a substandard lot could be combined, but could only be adjusted if the 
results met the 67% test.  He explained that the provision that allowed elimination of the 
common property line would result in a bigger lot but it would not be subject to the 67% 
limitation.  He clarified that lots could be combined even if they were not in common ownership 
and a lot line adjustment could happen (and often did happen) between different owners.  
Commissioner A. Brockman related that she had examined the lotting patterns in Evergreen 
and in certain areas along the lake and this provision was essential to making this work. 
 
Commissioner E. Brockman then suggested the Commission could establish minimum size 
and width (e.g., 2,500 sf and 25 feet) thresholds for developing a substandard lot.  He advised 
that was the size of some existing platted lots in Evergreen.  He suggested that would have 
solved the problem in Hallinan where a 17-foot lot was used. 
 
Mr. Boone discussed the suggested text in Exhibit F-3 which he thought was substantially the 
same as what Commissioners E. and A. Brockman had proposed.  Commissioner A. 
Brockman agreed and indicated she could accept it with one word eliminated because it was 
redundant.  Mr. Boone agreed to strike it. 
 
Commissioner A. Brockman moved to adopt the text version proposed by Mr. Boone.  
Commissioner Ward seconded and discussion followed. 
 
Commissioner LaMotte indicated he could not support the motion because of the 67% limit; he 
stated that there should be an opportunity to add to and beef up substandard lots under 67% 
to make them better to develop.  He noted someone could develop a lot as small as 3,000 sf 
anyway so allowing them to add 500 sf would result in more room between houses.  
Commissioner A. Brockman discussed that this change was a way to try to achieve 
consistency and keep some neighborhood character.  Commissioner Gaar noted the flag lot 
height limit was going to shrink development on very small lots even further and there would 
likely be less development on them.  The Commission did not address Commissioner E. 
Brockman’s suggestion of a minimum size/width for a developable lot as it was outside the 
scope of the current hearing. 
 
The vote was conducted and the motion passed 6:1.  Commissioner LaMotte voted no.  The 
vote on the findings, conclusions and order was scheduled for July 27, 2015. 
 

8.2 Community Development Code Text Amendments – Annual Maintenance (LU 15-0011) 

A request from the City of Lake Oswego for amendments to the Community Development 
Code (CDC) for the purpose of clarifying and updating various code provisions.  Amendments 
included clarification of screening for parking, updates and additions of cross-references, 
restoration of text, and the addition of a definition for Lot Depth. 
 
Chair Arthur opened the hearing.  Mr. Boone outlined the applicable criteria and procedure. 
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Staff Report 
Leslie Hamilton, Senior Planner, highlighted additional changes to the package of 
amendments the Commission had discussed at their work session.  After discussing it with the 
chair of the FAN/Forest Hills Neighborhood Association, staff now recommended keeping a 
subsection (Subsection 2 of LOC 50.04.001.2.ii) because it described the methodology to be 
used to determine lot coverage based on height in the R-6 zone.  Staff proposed the following 
additional changes: to remove the term ‘base height’ from that Subsection 2 because lot 
coverage in that zone was based on true height, not base height; the fence standard was 
proposed to be amended to reflect a change in the Building Code; the definition of ‘Lot Depth’ 
would be returned to the code because two standards referred to it; and the code was 
corrected to indicate that lot line adjustments on historic landmark sites were minor 
development. 
 

Public Testimony 
Carole Ockert, Cumberland Road, Lake Oswego, 97034, Chair of FAN-FH, testified that they 
concurred with the changes staff proposed related to the R-6 code subsection; the correction 
of a parking map and a map notation about parking; using consistent delineations terminology 
in the Downtown Redevelopment Design District and East End Zone; and clarifying that the 
code addressed the total height of a berm and the fence on top. 
 

Deliberations 

Commissioner LaMotte moved to approve Attachment 2 (LU 15-0011 Code Maintenance 
Amendments) with the changes recommended in the July 13, 2015, Staff Memorandum.  
Commissioner A. Brockman seconded the motion and it passed 7:0.  The vote on the 
findings, conclusions and order was scheduled for July 27, 2015. 
 

9. SCHEDULE REVIEW 
The Commission reviewed a legislative flow chart drafted by Mr. Siegel and Vice Chair 
LaMotte.  The updated Rolling Agenda was also reviewed. 
 

10. OTHER BUSINESS – PLANNING COMMISSION 
10.1 Nomination/Election of Chair and Vice Chair for Fiscal Year (2015-2016) 

Commissioner A. Brockman nominated Randy Arthur for another term as chair.  
Commissioner E. Brockman seconded the nomination and Chair Arthur was re-elected 
6:0:1.  Chair Arthur abstained from voting.  Commissioner E. Brockman nominated John 
LaMotte to be vice chair.  Chair Arthur seconded the nomination and Vice Chair LaMotte 
was elected 7:0. 
 

11. ADJOURNMENT 
There being no other business Chair Arthur adjourned the meeting at 10:20 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Iris McCaleb  /s/ 
Iris McCaleb 
Administrative Support 
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