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As owners of a fully encumbered lot with a unique set of resources and 
challenges, we applaud the Planning Commission and City of Lake Oswego for 
taking into consideration the special needs of fully encumbered lots such as ours. 
 
WRA Overlay, C.Development Standards, viii. “Exceptions for Encumbered 
Lots” (LU 15-0019 p. 19) is proof that the City of Lake Oswego is responding to 
the pleas of Sensitive Land owners like us to recognize that the best use of a 
natural resource can sometimes be compromised by rubber stamp code. 
  
For more than a decade, we have sought an exception to build three eco-friendly 
cluster homes on our acre-plus lot in Glenmorrie.  Our three homes as proposed 
would have a smaller imprint and remove fewer trees than the large single home 
conforming to neighboring homes that would be permissible by regulations.  
These would embrace the resource and not invade it.  The single home 
allowed by code on the other hand, would dominate and destroy the pristine 
center of the property, compromising its natural beauty and drastically reducing 
the property’s value as habitat to deer and critters. 
 
Development Standard  (4) now reads: As an incentive for minimizing impacts 
to the WRA, the reviewing authority may approve two dwellings on an 
encumbered lot… 
 
Approving two homes provides flexibilty but may not fully address the need.  In 
our case, the infrastructure cost to protect the resource is estimated at $150,000 
for one or multiple homes.  Limiting the exception to two homes could prohibit 
development due to infrastructure costs with no appreciable gain to the resource. 
 
For that reason, we ask that Development Standard (4) be changed to read:  
 
As an incentive for minimizing impacts to the WRA, the reviewing authority 
may approve one or more dwellings on an encumbered lot… 
 
This change should be of benefit all owners of lots similar to ours.  Thank You.  
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