
1

McCaleb, Iris

From: Carolyne Jones <jonescarolyne@hotmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 01, 2014 1:42 PM
To: McCaleb, Iris
Subject: Comments on PC Meeting Last Night

Iris, I couldn't find an email address for Planning Commissioner Distribution, as the City Council has an email 
distribution, so could you forward these comments on last nights meeting to Commission members?  
 
Comment #1: 
Regarding the discussion on tax breaks for Sensitive Lands owners, registered historic property owners receive 
an annual tax break which is lost if they withdraw their property from the registry.  The process is regulated by 
city code and it seems to work well.  A similar process could be used for Sensitive Lands. 
 
Comment #2: 
West Linn has one planner who handles Water Resource Areas (what we call Sensitive Lands).  When an owner
applies to develop, that planner visits the property and using a tape measure he measures off the buffer from the 
water resource, which contrasts with LO's approach of elaborate and expensive processes required of an 
owner.  The "No Rollback" binds LO in an over-reaching level of complexity.   West Linn's processes offer 
a simplified and more flexible approach to water resource management.  
 
During the West Linn Council hearing it was stated that West Linn Staff has met with Metro Staff twice and has 
received positive feedback for the proposed changes, but Metro's decision is yet to come.  
 
The first link below provides general information about the proposed changes being made to the Water 
Resource Areas and the second link is the actual Public Hearing. 
 
 https://westlinnoregon.gov/planning/water-resource-areas 
 
http://westlinn.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=509&meta_id=19758 
 
Comment #3: 
As an aside to last night's discussion and on the topic of flexibilty, the proposed upgrade to the Tryon 
Creek Waste Water Treatment Plant in Foothills,  likely LO's most significant stream in terms of the 
Endangered Species Act, does not meet the  
de minimus standand of current Lake Oswego code.  As a sensitive lands owner, I will expect that proposal be 
given the same treatment that I am subject to and I feel confident that other sensitive lands owners will expect 
the same. 
 
Comment #4: 
Regarding the decision not to include ditches, the water in the ditch on the West side of Highway 43 was piped 
by the City under Highway 43 and is discharged onto my property.  Only one of all of the owners who 
contribute to that runoff is subject to Sensitive Land Regulations.  Why should that water in the ditch be 
excluded until it is in my yard where suddenly it becomes protected.  There has never been any fish in 
my ephemeral stream, or storm water drain, as the water level drops to a trickle after an event.  It doesn't even 
drain directly into the Willamette River because there is a man made dam that contains the water, located two 
lots below mine.   Fish have never been able to navigate the steep Willamette River bank to the upland area 
above Old River Road, yet the Sensitive Land Maps depicts it as a "big" and "significant" stream.   The current 
regulations need to be made fair. 
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Comment #5: 
On the discussion of changing the Tree Code and prohibition of invasive species, the level of light that can get 
through 
the tree canopy on my property is so low that I have found few plants, other than ivy that will grow.  Also, the 
Cottonwood 
trees, a protected tree in the code, continually drop leaves which choke out most every species but ivy.  Moles 
also are a continual problem, in that they eat the roots of planting that are more compatible with filtering and 
water quality.  If someone could somehow "condition" the moles to eat the ivy and not the other plants, and if 
Cottonwood trees were regarded as an invasive species rather than a protected tree, then the codes would work 
for me.  The current codes need more flexibility.  
 
Comment #6 
Relating to the discusssion of RP and Dedicated Open Space, since the inception of the Marylhurst's Overall 
Development Plan (ODPS) years ago, several hundred trees have been cut, including over 200 which are 
scheduled to be cut now so they can build more Senior Villas.   If the Dedicated Open Space were removed, 
several hundred more trees could be removed on the now vacant parcel on the Northwest corner of their 
property that borders Hwy 43.   
 
Comment #7 
Commissioner Prager's comments on enhancing Oswego lake were appropriate when considering that a 
majority of the waterfront landscapes are not compatible with the promotion of water quality and the idea of 
plant filtering.  Water quality  
could be enhanced by encouraging the replacement lawns and non-native plants that currently exists with more 
water-quality friendly landscaping.    
 
Carolyne R. Jones 
2818 Poplar Way 
503-636-1090   
 
   


