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Chair Garr and Commissioners: 
 
I write to encourage your own investigative understanding of the current 
conditions in our Lake Oswego watersheds as a prelude to formation of a 
responsible code revision of our Sensitive Lands overlay.  Though we wish to 
respond to the critique of the present code language and implementation, as 
citizens we want to be accountable for the health of our community as 
manifested in good land use practices.  We have not had a good history of 
advocacy for proper care of our natural resources so many of our streams 
are degraded with dire consequences.   The stream I live adjacent to, 
Glen Eagles tributary, had a sewer placed underneath it decades ago.  This is 
true of many stream corridors in Lake Oswego especially Springbrook Creek. 
I would advise you to review “Healthy Streams and Watersheds” prepared for the 
Lake Oswego Corporation by Harris Stream Services.  This report is an 
enlightening work drawing attention to what needs to be done to improve our 
watercourses and how to get there.  It also manifests the science involved which 
should direct our goals and policies.  This would be a good balance over the 
current discussion in our City which has tended to focus on personal 
philosophies rather than more objective data.  
 
I would hope the City would not be caught in a horrible hypocrisy.  To give an 
example, the Wizer land use proposal has received criticism for the planned 
development because of perceived social impacts.  The owner and developer 
could just turn a deaf ear and resound with a “property rights” argument.  But 
most citizens feel that restrictions on private property proceed because of 
liveability issues.  I would hope your discussion of the WQRA’s also be weighed 
with what negative impacts would be unleashed on the community were we to 
not give proper cognizance to responsible care for healthy stream corridors.  
Please give due regard to the hydrological science involved with stream 
morphology.  We are talking about our community’s health when the biological, 
physiological and chemical characteristics of our riparian areas are identified 
and understood.   
 
My hope again is that this process helps educate and inform us so we all have a 
more comprehensive picture of what needs to be done, how to get there in a way 
that improves the deplorable current conditions that are a result of neglect and 
ignorance.  May your own work help enlighten and give hope to what can truly 
transform the lands we live in, play in and try to preserve for future generations. 
 
 



  
 
 


