
 

 

 

 
 

City of Lake Oswego 
TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 

 

May 12, 2010 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 
 
Chair Terry Keyes called the Transportation Advisory Board meeting of May 12, 2010, to order 
at 7:02 p.m. in the Council Chamber of City Hall at 380 “A” Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon.   
 
Members present: Vice Chair Gregg Mindt, Brent Ahrend, Thomas Fahey (arr. 7:15 p.m.), Lisa 
Klacking and David Jorling.  Chair Terry Keyes was excused.  Staff present: Massoud Saberian, 
P.E., Principal Traffic Engineer; Nancy Flye, Traffic Engineering Technician; Lt. Scott Thran, 
LOPD; Laura Weigel, Associate Planner; and Linda Dickhous, Administrative Support 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Minutes of April 14, 2010 
 
Jorling moved to accept the Minutes of April 14, 2010.  Klacking seconded the motion and it 
passed 4:0.  Fahey was not present during the vote.   
 
CITIZEN COMMENT (None) 
 
STAFF REPORTS 
 
Traffic Engineer’s Report 
 
Saberian related that the proposal to cut the traffic engineer’s position to half time was on a list 
of issues the Budget Committee planned to discuss during deliberations the following 
Wednesday.  Klacking wanted to be on record as being adamantly opposed to reducing the 
position to half time.  She was concerned that growth in West Linn, Oregon City and Lake 
Oswego would lead to gridlock on Highway 43 and affect the safety and flow of City streets.  
She was concerned that TAB would not have the same level of guidance a full time traffic 
engineer provided.  She suggested TAB ask the City to reconsider the cut.    Saberian related 
that he had told the Budget Committee that the change to the State Street / McVey intersection 
had resulted in a significant reduction in crashes.  That saved police, fire and paramedic 
resources and reduced pain and suffering.   
 
TAB members observed they had a consensus to support keeping the traffic engineer as a full 
time position because Keyes had expressed similar sentiments in an email.   
 
Jorling moved to draft a letter advising that TAB recommended retaining the traffic engineer 
position as a full time position.  The letter was to explain why and be sent as soon as possible.  
Klacking seconded the motion and discussion followed. 
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Klacking held it was important to be proactive regarding transportation flow and safety rather 
than try to address issues created by growth after the fact.  A traffic engineer kept an eye on the 
City and knew what traffic engineers were doing in comparable sized cities.   
 
When asked, Lt Thran confirmed the traffic engineer and traffic officers worked as a team. The 
traffic engineer alerted officers about problem areas and concerns the officers might otherwise 
not have known about.  That contributed to the strength of the team. The proposed budget 
would also cut two Police positions, including a currently vacant officer position and a 
community service officer.    He understood that the City had to make difficult budget decisions.  
He confirmed that in his department any request to reconsider the proposed cuts would have to 
come from the Police Chief.   
 
The vote was conducted and the motion passed by unanimous vote.  Jorling [?] was to talk 
with Keyes and then draft the letter.  He encouraged individual TAB members to contact the 
Mayor and City Councilors.    
 
Traffic Engineering Technician Report 
 
Nancy Flye reported the department had accomplished 450 case studies so far this year.  That 
was an average of five studies per day in addition to answering telephone calls and emails. She 
advised the current phase of the LOIS project would create many construction zones through 
2011.  LOIS had just submitted 15 new traffic control plans.  The zones would affect schools 
and school bus traffic during the school year as well as Tri-Met.  A section of Foothills was to be 
closed.   
 
The City was soliciting applicants for the open board positions.  Interviews would be scheduled 
after the City received at least three applications. 
 
Flye discussed traffic control and monitoring during special events.  Last year 48 events had 
been held in Lake Oswego. Historically the City typically offered help with traffic control plans, 
barricades, signs and staffing without charge to the organization hosting the event.  But the 
proposed budget cut one community service officer, and that would likely necessitate paying 
officers overtime to work events.  Maintenance had been advised it could not use gas tax funds 
for event support.  Events were getting bigger, so the City had to rent additional barricades and 
cones.  Eventually event-hosting organizations might be asked to do more themselves.  For 
example, they might have to hire flaggers instead of relying on the police.  Lt. Thran recalled 
that five or six officers had worked the Lake Run and most of that time was overtime.  Klacking 
suggested making it a requirement to pay for services like security and flagging to get a permit 
to host an event.  Flye anticipated the high school might have to use Overlook instead of A 
Avenue for the homecoming parade because a parade on A Avenue required a lot more staff.   
 
Lake Oswego Police Report 
 
Lt. Thran reported that since the last TAB meeting there had been 21 DUI arrests (20 alcohol-
related and one drug-related); 17 crashes (including 6 mostly minor injury crashes); and 11 hit 
and runs (mostly minor but 2 connected with DUI arrests).  The department was entering the 
season when it typically received more requests for presentations and to help out at special 
events.  Saberian left the meeting and thanked TAB members for their vote of confidence.   
 
BOARD DISCUSSION / ANNOUNCEMENTS / REPORTS 
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Review: Comprehensive Plan update 
 
Laura Weigel, Long Range Planning Department, was one of the planners working on the 
Comprehensive Plan update.  She explained that she would be working on the transportation 
component of the Plan.   The first step in the update process was to fashion a new Vision for 
2035.  The staff was drafting it.  Weigel invited TAB members to offer their comments and 
feedback regarding the City’s vision.  She also invited them to select a representative to serve 
on the Comprehensive Plan update steering committee.  Board members wanted to be able to 
forward their comments to Weigel via email.  She was to provide them with some examples of 
vision statements from other cities.  She assured them there would be a technical advisory 
committee as well as a steering committee and a significant effort would be made to engage the 
entire community.   
 
Work on Bicycle Plan 
 
Jorling had used mapping software to show potential east/west and north/south “spine” routes 
across the City.  The next step was to show connecting routes and points of interest.  He 
suggested using the Safe Routes to School program as a model and using one neighborhood 
as an example.  Potential routes could be tested as virtual rides on mapmyride.com.  Then they 
could be checked by actually riding them to ensure they were safe and logical and that any 
potential barriers could be easily addressed.  The group first discussed using FAN as the 
example neighborhood, but Flye advised that the Holly Orchard Neighborhood had already put 
a bike route plan together that could be tested.   She also advised that Holly Orchard and the 
three other neighborhoods surrounding the Lake Grove Village Center Design District were 
interested in connectivity.  In Davis, California’s plan, historic homes were often the points of 
interest.  Jorling suggested inviting the HRAB to become involved in the project.  Members 
anticipated the need for attractive, lockable, bike covers at the transit center so bus riders could 
leave their bikes there.   
 
Weigel had helped plan the Century Tree Ride and invited the group to examine the route map 
on the City website and participate in that ride.    
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business Chair Keyes adjourned the meeting at 8:44 p.m.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Linda Dickhous 
Administrative Support  
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