
 

May 13, 2014 

 

Dear Transportation Advisory Board members, 

Staff informed us on Monday, May 12th, that you would be reviewing restriping options for Westlake 

Drive at your next meeting. While we would have liked to attend the meeting, we are unable to do so 

and hence are sending written comments.  

Westlake Drive is a major collector that bisects our neighborhood, and therefore east-west pedestrian 

connections across it remain a primary neighborhood priority. The Westlake residents, Homeowners 

Association and Neighborhood Association have been working with the staff to address safety concerns 

at the Westlake / Amberwood intersection for the past three years. The posted speed limit on Westlake 

is 25mph, but speeding remains a common traffic violation along this roadway stretch. This is 

exacerbated by the fact that this intersection widens out due to the lack of a landscaped median, which 

exists in the remainder of the roadway. We concur with staff, that restriping to reduce the perceived 

roadway width might help slow down the traffic.  

However, we also believe that restriping would only be part of the solution. For the past three years, we 

have been requesting a crosswalk at Westlake/Amberwood, as a much needed pedestrian safety 

requirement. Drivers are more likely to watch for pedestrians at this point if there is signage and a 

crosswalk. We submitted a letter to the staff, at our last meeting, containing the required 25 signatures 

testifying to this need.  

We believe that a crosswalk is needed to provide a safe pedestrian connection to the existing Westlake 

pathway on the east that serves as the primary connector between important neighborhood amenities- 

church, school, park, and shopping area. The crosswalk is also needed by the neighborhood to access 

Centerpointe amenities and neighboring walking routes via Amberwood Circle. Please note that two 

school bus routes use this intersection as a pick-up/ drop off location for children. Furthermore, more 

than one-third or 35% of the Westlake residents are children or seniors. Westlake is also a medium 

density development, with several multi-family and mixed-use developments in the vicinity.  

The Transportation System Plan proposes #85 Westlake Drive Sidewalk improvements on the east side 

as a potential solution. However, a crosswalk would be a much better option since #85: 

 only ameliorates the problem and doesn’t fully resolve it.  The Amberwood/Westlake 

intersection will still be a natural crossing place even with a west side sidewalk all the way down 

to Parkview.    

 would have property acquisition and significant landscaping/ streetscape impacts. 

 is a very expensive solution (160K- 400K) and to a great extent a duplication of the existing 

pathway on the east side.  



 has been assigned “medium” priority in the Transportation Systems Plan (TSP) and we 

understand is unlikely to be implemented in the foreseeable future.  

A pedestrian connection to the existing east pathway would serve to reinforce an existing natural 

crossing point, could be achieved at a fraction of the cost, implemented in the near future as part of the 

Westlake paving project and very adequately serve the pedestrian safety and connectivity need.  

The intersection also meets nearly all of the minimum standards to be considered for a marked crossing, 

specifically, the crossing length is short, traffic volumes are less than 12,000 ADT, speeds are under 

40mph, and good sight distances are available to both drivers/pedestrians. 

In summary, we are pleased about the decision to include striping improvements to narrow the 

roadway; however this doesn’t fully resolve the pedestrian safety concerns. We remain concerned that 

the Westlake/Amberwood residents lack a safe connection to walk to the neighborhood facilities- 

school, park, church, commercial corner, Centerpointe plaza, and other walking paths. This is even more 

important since this intersection serves as a school pick up/drop off location, and more than one-third 

of the residents are seniors and children.  

 

The Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities section of the TSP update clearly states that marked pedestrian 

crossings are desirable to facilitate pedestrian access and safety across major collectors like Westlake 

Drive.  We strongly recommend that the staff consider the more cost effective solution of a crosswalk 

and signage, as part of the repaving program. The HOA was assured of neon green Pedestrian Ahead 

signs by the engineering staff at an earlier request, and this decision should be reinstated, at the very 

least.  

 

Thank you. 

 

Janet Schaefer, Westlake Neighborhood Association 

Chris Heuer, Westlake Homeowners Association 

Puja Bhutani, Resident (Planning Commission) 
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