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CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Transportation Advisory Board Minutes 

January 14, 2015 

 
CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL  

Chair Donald McHarness called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers.       

Members present:   Chair Donald McHarness; Detlef Curtis, David Jorling, Matthew Keenen, Mike 
Peebles, and Richard Nys.  City Councilor Jon Gustafson was present as Council 
liaison. 

Guest:  Jessica Horning, Region 1 Transit & Active Transportation liaison, ODOT.  

Staff present:   Amanda Owings, PE, Traffic Engineer; and Sgt. Clayton Simons, LOPD. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

The Minutes of November 12, 2014 were approved.   

CITIZEN COMMENT 

None. 

BIKE OPTIONS ON HIGHWAY 43 

Ms. Horning and the Board discussed options and constraints for accommodating bicycles on the 
roadway within Highway 43 (State Street) through downtown Lake Oswego.  She highlighted that the 
traffic volume was 25,000 to 30,000 vehicles per day, and this segment is designated a Special 
Transportation Area (STA) which allowed more flexibility of design than standard highway design.  
She provided an aerial photograph marked to show the width of the right-of-way needed for bike lanes 
and observed that bike lanes would impact several buildings.         

The group discussed three additional alternatives:  

1. Shared lane markings or “sharrows”:  Ms. Horning related shared lanes were generally for 
narrower, lower traffic, streets with a 25 mph speed limit.  Sharrows on Highway 43 could give 
cyclists a false sense of safety, create liability issues, and create animosity between cyclists 
and drivers.  Portland allows sharrows on roadways with less than 5,000 cars per day to 
indicate to cyclists that was their “low stress route.”   

2. Striping a fog line for bicyclists to use the shoulder: this requires narrowing the existing 14-foot 
outside lane in order to provide three or four feet width for cyclists.  ODOT generally wants a 
12-foot travel lane.  TriMet buses are 10.5 feet mirror to mirror.  There are places where 
cyclists would have to ride into the travel lane anyway to avoid drainage facilities and debris 
and that could create animosity and liability issues.  If TAB wants to pursue this nonstandard 
applications, they should talk to ODOT’s regional traffic engineer.   

3. Additional signage: TAB suggested placing warning/advisory signs on each end of the 
segment.  Ms. Horning was amenable to this alternative. Additional ideas included signage to 
encourage bicyclists to use North Shore Road as an alternative to the arterial route. 

A long-term solution could be to achieve change as redevelopment dedicates right-of-way.  TAB 
questions included how the volume of traffic had changed over past years and what percentage was 
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truck traffic.  Ms. Horning advised that an upward trend in traffic counts had peaked in 2009 and 
counts had been dropping since then.  Highway 43 was not a designated freight route.  She would 
find out what the percentage of truck traffic was. There is very little history of auto-bike crashes on 
State Street and the McVey intersection was not in the top tier of ODOT’s safety priority program. 
Drivers sometimes complained to Police that cyclists blocked traffic.  The group discussed what 
routes commuting cyclists normally used and potential alternatives to State Street for more timid 
cyclists, noting that there was no close, parallel, route.     

Ms. Horning related that ODOT had almost completed an Activity Transportation Needs Inventory.  It 
identified and prioritized gaps and deficiencies in the system to be addressed as funding became 
available.  It showed this section of Highway 43 as a ‘gap’ in the network.  Some sections of it were 
identified as ‘deficiencies’ in the pedestrian network.  A virtual open house with interactive mapping 
exercises is planned for early March, 2015.  When asked if ODOT ever provided funding for separate 
pathways not in the right-of-way of a state highway, she confirmed it does.  Eligible projects include 
those that serve a transportation function, not just recreational.  Bike projects are also eligible for 
Connect Oregon state lottery funds.   

STAFF REPORTS 

Traffic Engineering Report 

Ms. Owings related that the City had agreed to a city of Rivergrove request to lower the speed limit to 
30 mph on Pilkington between Childs and Jean Road.  The Kerr Parkway project was almost 
complete.  She distributed copies of the TSP, which could also be read online.  Staff was 
incorporating the new TSP projects into the next CIP proposal.  Staff is currently involved in the 
Southwest Employment Area study of land use, zoning and transportation needs; the Lake Grove 
parking study; the planning of offsite parking areas/shuttles for the 2015 Street of Dreams; the Laurel-
Hallinan pathway project; and future reconstruction of Cervantes.  Extension of the Sellwood Bridge 
construction schedule could push the Terwilliger sewer line project out another year.   

Police Department Report 

Sgt. Clayton Simons discussed 2014 year end crash statistics, highlighting that rear-end crashes were 
the most common type of crash and speeding was the most common type of citation.       

BOARD DISCUSSION / ANNOUNCEMENTS / REPORTS  

 2015 Boards & Commissions Summit: February 10, 2015.  Mr. Curtis and Chair McHarness 
plan to attend.   

 CIP Planning: The Board asked to see the draft CIP project list if staff could share it with them, so 
they could talk about which projects to recommend the City Council prioritize.  They agreed to 
schedule a work session to discuss that on February 11, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. [this meeting was 
rescheduled for February 12, 2015 after the close of this TAB meeting].   

OTHER BUSINESS 

 ODOT Active Transportation Needs Inventory: Virtual Open House in March.   

 Active Transportation Summit: scheduled for March 30-31, 2015.  Mr. Keenen and Chair 
McHarness (tentatively) requested to attend.   

 Southwest Corridor transit Project:  Councilor Gustafson offered to find out if a City Councilor 
was to be assigned to represent Lake Oswego at project meetings.     

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no other business Chair McHarness adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:35 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Amanda Owings, PE  Traffic Engineer 


