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Council President Mike Kehoe called the special City Council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
on February 12, 2013, in the City Council Chambers, 380 A Avenue. 
Present: Councilors Kehoe, Bowerman, Gustafson, O’Neill, Jordan, and Gudman.  

Mayor Studebaker was excused. 
Staff Present: Tom Coffee, City Manager; David Powell, City Attorney; Catherine 

Schneider, City Recorder; Anne-Marie Simpson, Deputy City Recorder 
  

3. ROLL CALL 
Ms. Schneider advised that Councilor Gudman would be joining the meeting later; his arrival time 
was 7:57 p.m. 
 
4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Council President Kehoe led the Council in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

5. Review of Ground Rules and Meeting Format 

Council President Kehoe conveyed Mayor Studebaker’s regrets for his absence, and introduced 
a video presentation by the Mayor.  This opened with his thanks to the Lake Oswego community 
for their expressions of sympathy after the death of his son-in-law.  Describing the 2013 City 
Council’s efforts to make a strong start, he emphasized their appreciation for citizens’ input.  
Council pledged to listen and to be clear in sharing reasons for their actions, moving forward to 
meet citizens’ needs within the budget. 

Council President Kehoe continued by acknowledging the outstanding citizen turnout, which he 
credited to Mayor Studebaker.  Council wants to learn what the citizens’ priorities are and to hear 
from a broader spectrum of the community.  He reviewed ground rules for the citizen comment 
period, whereby participants would speak in assigned numeric order, with a two-minute time limit.  
The priority would be to help Council establish key 2013 goals; non-residents and others with 
topics unrelated to City needs and services might consider email follow-up or waiting until later in 
the meeting.  He noted that in spite of some rumors that may have been heard in the community, 
Council’s intention is not to slash budgets and eliminate services, but rather their goal is to manage 
the taxpayers’ money prudently and make good decisions on behalf of the community. 

6. CITIZEN COMMENT 

• Maria Meneghin, 1179 Sunningdale Road 

Ms. Meneghin asked that Council not cut any more from the library budget.  It is one of the City’s 
most efficient departments, streamlined through staff reductions over the past decade in spite of 
increased circulation over the same period.  Strong support of volunteers and Friends of the 
Library were highlighted.  The City should respect and support the commitment represented by 
these citizen efforts and keep the library budget intact. 
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• Cal Horn, 385 Livingood Lane 
Mr. Horn highlighted Lake Oswego’s Parks and Recreation Department as a key advantage over 
their former residence in Golden, Colorado.  He and his wife have been actively involved for many 
years with hiking programs offered by the City, and are grateful for Lake Oswego’s outstanding 
Parks and Recreation Department. 

• Sandra Jackson, 2591 Greentree Road 

As a longtime resident and 20-year participant in the Parks and Recreation adult hiking group, Ms. 
Jackson recognized its benefits to both health and community.  She provided details about the 
program, including activities at the West End Building (WEB).  This facility could afford access for 
more civic activities, and the City should finish paying for it.  Space for public safety needs and 
perhaps City Hall and the library should be considered at this location, and there would be no large 
financial outlays. 

• Norma Prichard, 204 6th Street 

A former resident of West Linn, Ms. Prichard related her family’s choice of Lake Oswego was 
based on the many benefits it offered, including valuable services.  The very close races in the 
recent election should not be regarded as a mandate to make sweeping changes.  Council was 
urged to consider all Lake Oswego citizens before making changes to valued services. 
 
• Paden Prichard, 204 6th Street 
Mr. Prichard suggested two options for use of the WEB:  (1) Build the Lake Oswego 
Communications (LOCOM) site there, and relocate City Hall there temporarily while the current 
building is being renovated. (2) The preferred alternative:  acquire the properties immediately east 
of the current City Hall and build the LOCOM facility there; search nationally for a proper user for 
the WEB property and sell it, offering one-time incentives to the developer.  The Raseekh property 
is the wrong place to build a new tennis center because of visual impact, and the current location 
could address the needs.  The City could also consider making use of the many retired and semi-
retired professionals who could serve as pro bono consultants on capital projects. 
 
Councilor Gustafson asked if Mr. Prichard supported the community having a tennis center.  
Indicating that he did not support City investment in what he regarded as essentially a private 
business, Mr. Prichard opined that the current facility is adequate; he had sketches to illustrate 
suggested enhancements. 

• Les Youngbar, 35 Nova Court 

Mr. Youngbar, former Lake Oswego Chief of Police and current participant in the City’s adult 
basketball program, commended its high school City League program.  This actively engages 
many youth and their friends, a benefit to their health and to the city as a whole.  Council was 
urged to support both Parks and Recreation and this program specifically. 
 
• Heather Chrisman, 172 Middlecrest Road 
 
Ms. Chrisman observed that Lake Oswego citizens have worked hard over the past 20 years to 
make the downtown a true community center, noting especially the Arts Council effort on behalf of 
the Gallery Without Walls.  Loss of any civic uses, both City Hall and library, would be a blow to the 
viability of future development.  They bring many people to downtown daily, and both employees 
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and visitors to downtown are vital to the success of the small-business community.  
 
• Jan Castle, 16181 Parelius Circle 
 
Ms. Castle stressed the high priority of the City maintaining its Triple A bond rating and urged 
Council to research potential impact before making any proposed changes.  Given that the City is 
facing expenditures that will outpace revenues and the need for infrastructure improvements, it 
makes no sense to reduce the property tax rate.  It is not fiscally responsible to reduce revenue at 
the same time the City is cutting programs and trying to fund basic services.  Likewise, the 
proposed $1.3 million water rates rebate is not advisable; most citizens will need to learn how to 
manage their own water usage going forward. 
 
• Don Caldwell, 17970 Lake Haven Drive 
 
Mr. Caldwell described various efforts of the volunteers of the Arts Council.  Their work contributes 
significantly to making Lake Oswego extraordinary, and he asked that their budget not be cut. 
 
• Cheryl Goeken, 4332 Albert Circle 
 
Expressing appreciation to Ann Adrian, Berta Derman, and Cydny Winslow for their leadership, 
Ms. Goeken highlighted the importance of the Adult Community Center and Parks and Recreation 
Department.  Significant benefits of youth programs under Ms. Winslow were detailed.  A particular 
concern is unintended consequences if after-school programs are eliminated.  Council was 
encouraged to sustain these community programs and to view them as an investment rather than 
an expense. 
 
• Amy Munsey, 20 Becket 
 
As both a Public Art Committee member and residential realtor, Ms. Munsey attested to the impact 
of public art on Lake Oswego property values.  Home buyers are seeking a high quality of life and 
something special; the appearance of Lake Oswego conveys these priorities.  She and the Public 
Art Committee hope that Council considers very carefully any omission of funding to individual 
programs and concentrate on their value to the program as a whole.  The city’s uniqueness will be 
best served by preserving the Arts Council. 

• Lauren Hughes, 18711 Westview Drive 
 
Ms. Hughes asked that Council make it a priority to resolve the Sensitive Lands issue and to 
convey the new proposal to Metro.  Current Sensitive Lands regulation is wrong for private 
residential property for a variety of reasons and it divides and hurts the community.  Describing the 
history and adverse consequences for 10% of the city’s homeowners, she called on Council to heal 
the division, restore the rights of those burdened with the regulation, and take better care of public 
property by designating them as Sensitive Lands. 
 
Council President Kehoe announced that Mayor Studebaker wanted meeting attendees to know 
he would be viewing the entire recording of the meeting upon his return later in the week. 
 
• John Surrett, 1685 Edgecliff Terrace 
 
Mr. Surrett expressed his complete agreement with Mr. Prichard’s position that the WEB should 
be sold as soon as possible and City Hall be revamped in its present location, with LOCOM 
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adjacent.  The recent offer of $5 million by City Staff to the City of West Linn in relation to the Lake 
Oswego-Tigard Water Partnership lacked any review or approval by City Council, and he opposes 
this.  Officials have been elected to exercise good judgment on behalf of citizens.  He encouraged 
Council to examine issues of Staff authority to ensure oversight, review, and approval. 
 
• Dale Stockamp, 17210 Wall Street 
 
Mr. Stockamp spoke in support of Parks and Recreation and specifically the Lake Oswego Public 
Golf Course.  Relating his family’s multi-generational experience with the course over 40 years, he 
believes it brings the community together and engages people of all ages and income 
demographics in a way that some sports activities do not.  It has implemented efficiencies and cost 
reductions and is economically sound.  In the long term, the golf course could be part of the trend 
for improvement by actually contributing revenue. 
 
• Cheryl Uchida, 15190 Quarry Road 
 
Ms. Uchida listed her top five of the proposed 2013 Council priorities: determine future of the 
WEB; move forward on the Lake Grove Village Center Plan/Boones Ferry Road design and 
construction; prioritize needed capital improvements without incurring additional debt (to include 
infrastructure issues); not only review but resolve Lake Oswego-Tigard Water project issues; and 
encourage the City and Staff to be more customer focused.  Key to maintaining the community’s 
quality and character are: commitment to an ongoing and systematic approach for eliminating 
invasive vegetation; slowing down of long-range planning and economic development in the 
absence of concrete plans to fund such projects; taking care of core services, especially 
neighborhood associations support; and ending reliance on professional consultants, when new 
staff with necessary expertise should be hired or existing staff could be called upon. 
 
• Lee Wicklund, 16860 Lakeridge Drive 
 
Mr. Wicklund opined that the proposed Council priorities were very good, but accomplishing them 
will take several years.  Core services need to be defined, as he questions many “nice-to-haves” 
over the past 12 years that have not been cost effective.  Last year’s expenditure for consultants 
on contracts of over $25 million is excessive.  There is a concern that tree trimming by PGE along 
South Shore Boulevard may lead to problems in storm situations, hindering police and fire 
response. 
 
• Kathleen Cushing, 1122 Erickson Street 
 
Ms. Cushing commented on the high quality of the citizen emergency response training she had 
received this year.  Her purpose in attending the Town Hall meeting was to note the importance of 
Luscher Farm as a community resource.  It enriches the lives of children and adults and brings 
volunteers together to meet and learn from each other.  Luscher Farm funding should be 
preserved. 
 
• Cheryl Salamie, 3001 Westview Court 
 
Ms. Salamie noted that the Sensitive Lands issue had been under discussion for some four years 
and had been a 2011 and 2012 Council Goal, involving much confusion and misinformation.  
Citizens now know it as a trade program to mitigate development of property considered more 
valuable for economic development.  This mitigation should apply only to public land and not 
already-developed private backyards.  Metro has acknowledged that the program can be revised, 
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and City-wide Codes already apply to all properties, providing environmental protection where 
there is a natural resource.  The Sensitive Lands program damages property values, restricts 
property owners’ use of their own backyards, and does nothing to protect the environment.  
Council was asked to make it a priority to advocate for citizens by removing the program from 
private properties.  
 
• Essie Smith, 5016 F Foothills Road 
 
Ms. Smith, citing examples of property acquisitions by the City, wondered at what point a public 
vote was required.  She commended the library for being self supporting, accessible to all 
members of the community, and a great value.  Council was asked to consider maintaining all 
services there. 
 
Council President Kehoe encouraged Ms. Smith to follow up with the Mayor and Councilors with 
her question, confirming that there was no limit on such expenditures at this point. 
 
• Martha Wolf, 3300 Upper Drive 
 
Ms. Wolf indicated that Council should give priority to all City programs, especially in the health 
and human services area.  The Adult Community Center offers many opportunities for the 
significant number of retired people in the community.  Parks and Recreation activities for children 
are also valued, as many of her peers take care of grandchildren. 
 
• Wayne Richards, 48 Spinosa 
 
Mr. Richards spoke in support of the Farmers’ Market, which has helped to transform the 
downtown and is the “heart and soul” of Lake Oswego in the summer months.  As a longtime 
Farmers’ Market volunteer, he described the complexities and significance of the program.  It is 
important to have a paid manager for this type of market; it is not a role for a volunteer.  
 
• Dave Sengenberger, 25 Hillshire Drive 
 
Mr. Sengenberger advised that his biggest concern is the overreaching posture toward citizens 
displayed by some City employees and elected officials, especially with regard to property rights 
and the Sensitive Lands ordinance.  Sensitive Lands designation on private property is inequitable, 
arbitrary, and a violation of property rights for the affected 1,400 homeowners.  There is a negative 
impact on property values.  A dangerous precedent exists in the Planning Department’s role in 
both regulating and enforcing Sensitive Lands and other Codes.  Council was asked to retract 
Sensitive Lands regulation and revisit language of the ordinance. 
 
• Marianne Conroy, 17400 Shalit Way 
 
Ms. Conroy stressed the importance of continuing support to the Adult Community Center and its 
Meals on Wheels program, for which she volunteers.  In support of the new tennis center, she 
noted that the current center has made a profit for over 20 years.  Despite much misinformation in 
the community, the new tennis center would be funded by tennis player themselves, through tennis 
fees, sale of the existing property, the $600,000 reserve fund, and Parks System Development 
Charges (SDCs).  
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• Ann Christensen, 45 Eagle Crest Drive 
 
Ms. Christensen asked for more considered use of consultants by the City.  She discussed the 
significance of Luscher Farm to citizens of all ages and highlighted the direct access it provides to 
clean, affordable food.  The high demand for a place at Luscher Farm underscores its importance 
to the community, and she expressed deep gratitude to the City for this service. 
 
Council President Kehoe noted that attendees might wonder about the small number of Staff 
members present at the meeting.  A number of Staff members were elsewhere in the building 
watching on TV, to allow more space for citizens. 
 
• Mark and Mary Pat Inglis, 18058 Skyland Circle 
 
Residents of Lake Oswego since 1976, Mr. Inglis observed that his family has come to love the 
sense of community.  The city now has a personality that reflects its citizens’ uniqueness, 
something that did not exist in 1976.  Though fiscal responsibility is needed, this personality must 
be maintained; he urged that those concerned about overspending do not react too strongly and 
lose this sense of community.  Ms. Inglis stated that their family strongly supports events and 
activities of the Parks and Recreation program, many of which were not available when her 
children were young.  These and other activities create community and are the reason she and Mr. 
Inglis choose to remain in Lake Oswego as they grow older.  She supports the WEB and called on 
those who question its value to visit and see how it is being used. 
 
• Steve Dodds, 17963 Ridge Lake Drive 
 
Mr. Dodds endorsed Council’s plan to review the City government and thanked them for their 
service.  After basic functions of protection (fire and police), utilities, and public schools, the choice 
of Lake Oswego residents for the best quality of life remains a priority.  This is not a retirement 
destination; it is a family community.  For citizens to retain value in their homes, government must 
make the city attractive to young families.  Council was advised (1) not to involve itself in reprisals 
against the previous Council and (2) to be pragmatic; make the goal to get most “bang for your 
buck”, rather than to eliminate programs.  Council should re-emphasize its promise to listen to 
citizens. 
 
• Augustine Gallego, 167 Furnace Street 
 
Mr. Gallego spoke in support of all City Parks and Recreation programs and services, and 
specifically Luscher Farm.  Benefits to citizens include not only the gardening experience, but 
social engagement and promotion of physical health.  Participants also give back to the community 
with work parties and donation of excess produce to food banks.  They support the local business 
community with purchases for their gardening activities.  Council was urged to continue to 
supporting this important asset; as a Southern California “transplant”, he finds it a compelling 
reason to stay. 
 
• Doug Cushing, 4311 Glacier Lily Street 
 
Having served as a Comprehensive Plan Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) member and 
Chamber of Commerce officer, Mr. Cushing commended Council’s preliminary action plan.  He 
expressed concern about adverse effects on quality of life if reduction of core services is 
emphasized.  As reflected graphically in a “word cloud” based on about 1,000 citizen responses, 
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quality-of-life issues (schools, parks, concerts, etc.) are very important.  Very little financial gain 
would result from a reduced tax rate, staff reductions, and utility rebate, as noted by Ms. Castle; 
however, effects of quality of life could be significant. 
 
• Margaret Anderson, 515 North Shore Road 
 
Ms. Anderson asked about the City’s responsibility to plan for the future and to improve livability, 
with as little outlay of tax dollars as possible.  About 7,200 residents are looking to Council for 
expanded indoor tennis facilities.  No taxpayer funds are requested.  The need has been defined 
and Council was asked to move forward.  Funds are available and should be designated for this 
project, not for other City expenses.  Council was referred to the 2009 Golf and Tennis Feasibility 
Study to understand why the proposed Raseekh property is the preferred site. 
 
• Ivonne Flores, 12814 Sierra Vista Drive 
 
Ms. Flores, President of the Lake Oswego Mothers Club, described the primary role of the 
organization as a resource for area mothers with children up to kindergarten age.  Activities are 
presented in partnership with Lake Oswego Parks and Recreation, which is invaluable to their 
success.  Highlights of events and programs were shared, with emphasis on strengthened 
community relationships for both mothers and preschool children.  Additional input can be 
expected via email to Council from other Mothers Club members. 
 
• Jill Welter, 12527 SW Ray Lane, Portland 
 
Speaking on behalf of the Lake Oswego Mothers Club, Ms. Welter.observed that many families 
with young children move to Lake Oswego because of the schools and community offerings.  
Various events of the Club would not be possible without the support of Parks and Recreation.  
The City parks and playgrounds are also greatly valued, as are all aspects of community building 
that help mothers to support each other.  
 
• Erin Gustafson, 1025 C Avenue 
 
Ms. Gustafson described her volunteer efforts with the Art Literacy program at Forest Hills 
Elementary School and with the Gallery Without Walls selection and People’s Choice committees.  
Speaking in support of the Arts Council of Lake Oswego, she described activities and programs 
and their contributions to the community.  Benefits include quantifiable effects on the local 
economy.  She encouraged Council to continue the City’s support of the arts in the community.  
 
• Tia Ross, 1551 Childs Road 
 
Ms. Ross, while not opposed to a tennis center, stated that the agricultural and heritage aspects of 
the Luscher Farm area should be preserved.  There is more opportunity for learning and 
environmental enhancement through the farming program.  Council was urged to consider 
planning for this area as a whole, not simply in terms of a yes/no on the tennis center.  
 
• Charles “Skip” Ormsby, 170 SW Birdshill Road, Portland 
 
Mr. Ormsby spoke on behalf of the Birdshill Community Planning Organization/Neighborhood 
Association.  His primary concern was the Tryon Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant and 
challenging its CAC, on which his neighborhood has no vote.  A number of requests were listed, 
including various documents and the need for discussion with planners about potential diversion of 
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water onto Stampher Road.  Continuing concerns were voiced about geological stability in the area 
of Elk Rock Tunnel, TriMet service on Line 37, and insufficient turning space for buses at State 
Street and B Avenue. 
 
• Janine Dunphy, 17151 Canal Circle 
 
Ms. Dunphy asked Council to focus on core services, meaning those related to safety and 
security.  The role of government is not to take care of citizens’ needs and wants from cradle to 
grave; many of the important programs could be handled by educational institutions, faith-based 
community, and private enterprise.  Economic development is not the job of government, either. 
She called for a total review of City departments, including determination of whether or not each 
position relates to a core service.  The City’s staff of about 350 seems excessive for the population 
of 36,000.  Over the past 12 years Council has acted against the needs of citizens, and the current 
Council is asked to take this into consideration.  
 
• Bill Ward, 15199 Lily Bay Court 
 
Mr. Ward strongly recommended removal of Sensitive Lands designation from private property.  
The Parks and Recreation Department staff, with about 66 of the City’s 360 employees, should be 
reduced.  Well-maintained roads are an essential service.  For some years the City has spent great 
sums of money on “extras” and not enough on basics; this should be reversed.  
 
• Sandy Intraversato, 13464 Atwater Lane 
 
Ms. Intraversato, a member of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board (PRAB), described their 
contribution to the two-year effort leading to Parks Plan 2025.  The process involved active 
participation of many City Boards, CACs, and other volunteers, including input of various types 
from 1,800 community members.  The documentation of Parks Plan 2025, delivered by a paid 
consultant, provides Council with an effective guide for priorities and needs.  Council members 
were urged to read and use it accordingly and get a return on the City’s investment. 
 
• Dennis Hageman, 17841 Cardinal Drive 
 
Mr. Hageman urged Council to seriously consider two amendments to the City Charter that would 
enhance voters’ direct involvement in significant tax expenditures.  One would establish a cap on 
expenditures, beyond which referral to voters would be required; benefits of such a control were 
described, using the example of the WEB purchase.  The other amendment would call for voter 
approval of all future Urban Renewal projects.  These changes would ensure a legacy of financial 
accountability that would extend well beyond each Council member’s term of office. 
 
• Bill Gordon, 341 3rd Street 
 
As a member of PRAB, Mr. Gordon recognized Council’s direction in taking a hard look at the 
budget.  He suggested that they call on PRAB specifically in relation to the Parks and Recreation 
Department.  PRAB members have significant senior management and other expertise that they 
can apply to a thorough review of the Parks and Recreation organization.  Rather than looking at 
programs to cut, their focus would be improving efficiencies in order to deliver services that many 
citizens consider important.  PRAB would also look closely at the potential opportunity to sell 
properties not deemed a fit with the future Parks vision.  The fee structure would also be a focus, 
with non-resident usage a possible consideration.  
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• Doug Thomas, 17660 Blue Heron Drive 
 
Mr. Thomas challenged Council’s recent emphasis on civic improvement as the focus of building a 
great community; the people themselves are the most important component.  Lake Oswego must 
compete with every other community in the Portland metropolitan area for good community 
members, and young families’ top priority is a quality education system.  Lake Oswego has worked 
hard to maintain its strong school system through belt tightening and efforts of the Lake Oswego 
School District Foundation.  For less than $250 per household annually, Council has the 
opportunity to secure the stable school funding the state has failed to deliver.  This would address 
the community’s core values by attracting new citizens, stabilizing or increasing property values, 
and ultimately providing additional income for the City.  Council was asked to establish a long-term 
legacy that embraces the entire community.  
 
• Dave Beckett, 17738 Kelok Road 
 
Mr. Beckett described the Lake Oswego-Tigard Water Partnership project, increased from an 
original $60 million cost to nearly $250 million, as a threat to many City programs and services.  
The debt service will be a burden the community cannot handle.  If the City of West Linn denies the 
conditional use permits required for the project, Council should let the project die; a future plan 
should address only the needs of Lake Oswego.  After that, priorities should be the Boones Ferry 
Road project, the Lake Grove Village Plan, a new library with expanded capacity, and the North 
Anchor project. 
 
Council President Kehoe noted that on February 11 the West Linn City Council had in fact 
approved the conditional use permits for the Lake Oswego-Tigard project.  
 
• Vidya Kale, 115 Furnace Street 
 
Mr. Kale, a member of the Sustainability Advisory Board (SAB), expressed his condolences to 
Mayor Studebaker and his family.  SAB members were described as knowledgeable and 
passionate about their priorities, including reduction of fossil fuel and water consumption.  
Describing the 100 Mile Challenge, he recommended that Council members learn about this 
initiative on the City website.  Lake Oswego’s aging population and shrinking school enrollment is a 
concern; attracting young people is one of the City’s most important tasks.  He challenged Council 
to consider their legacy 20 years into the future, and to make sustainability decisions based on 
what is good for the city, not on personal views on climate change.  
 
• David Streiff, 18335 Lothlorien Way 
 
Mr. Streiff encouraged Council to address three priorities:  (1) Promote respectful ongoing dialog 
with citizens through either Town Hall meetings or other interactive formats, such as debate; be 
open about any conflicts of interest.  (2) Exercise fiscal restraint and develop a good process to 
determine how the City spends its money.  (3) Resolve the Sensitive Lands program, which 
punishes and rewards private property owners inequitably.  The proposal to resolve the issues 
does not need to be reworked; it should be moved forward and resolved this year.  
 
• Heidi Schrimsher, 13880 Knaus Road 
 
A member of the Natural Resources Advisory Board (NRAB), Ms. Schrimsher noted that Lake 
Oswego citizens overwhelmingly support parks and natural areas, as demonstrated through citizen 
input reflected in Parks Plan 2025.  Commitment of Council was urged for funding NRAB’s 
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volunteer program for invasive species removal.  Council was also urged to read and approve the 
forthcoming Luscher Area Master Plan.  She expressed her personal support for locating 
community gardens in all parts of the community, which would be relatively inexpensive.  
 
Council President Kehoe asked if this initiative was not already underway through SAB, and Mr. 
Kale confirmed that it was one their goals.  
 
• Lajos Balogh, 1199 Cherry Circle 
 
Mr. Balogh reflected on Lake Oswego’s change to a more cultural place since he arrived in 1967, 
and displayed photographs of the 2012 Labor Day concert at Foothills Park.  He asked Council to 
reconsider the pending cancellation of this year’s concert, describing its significant benefit to the 
community and especially to children. 
 
Council President Kehoe acknowledged citizens’ love for all of the parks concerts.  Council was 
unaware of the cancellation and would be looking into the matter.  
 
• Carol Radich, 669 Ellis Avenue 
 
Ms. Radich, a 46-year resident of the city, commended many of the changes to downtown that 
have created a vibrant city center.  She urged Council to keep the library and City Hall in this area 
and not to abandon the North Anchor project.  Council was called on to support the neighborhood 
associations, and to do anything possible to preserve the character of the older neighborhoods.  
 
• Lisa Volpel, 5655 Kenny Street 
 
Ms. Volpel asked that the Lake Oswego Redevelopment Agency (LORA) be scaled back.  Large 
expenditures on development of areas like Sundeleaf Plaza were contrasted with Lake Grove, 
where it is like “pulling teeth” to get something done.  Lake Oswego citizens should be able to vote 
on Urban Renewal; money is limited, maintenance issues grow, and decisions must be made.  
 
• Dennis O’Neil, 641 6th Street 
 
Mr. O’Neil addressed the importance of ensuring that vibrant small businesses stay in the 
community.  The City should be sensitive to the economic needs of merchants when scheduling 
public works projects, something for consideration with the Lake Grove projects.  Council can best 
help businesses by seeing that clear and objective standards are set for permitting processes.  
This will reduce turnaround time, uncertainty of business owners, and the need for discretionary 
decisions by Staff.  Continued work on all City Codes was recommended.  
 
• Jill Greenwood, 714 Evergreen Road 
 
Identifying herself as a part-time employee of the Arts Council of Lake Oswego, Ms. Greenwood 
spoke in support of Parks and Recreation.  In response to earlier remarks referring to this as a 
bloated department, she commended the hard work and extraordinary efforts of Parks colleagues.  
They relate directly to the livability issue at the center of Council’s objectives.  
 
• Evie Fuson, 1255 Chandler Road 
 
Ms. Fuson voiced her support for a new and expanded indoor tennis facility.  The current facility is 
aging and inadequate, lacking amenities and auxiliary facilities.  Demand exceeds supply with 
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regard to classes and court times.  Expansion at this location is not possible.  Reviewing the 
benefits to players of all age groups, she estimated that the number of recreational user hours 
could be doubled.  Council was reminded that the Tennis Center is self supporting and was 
encouraged to utilize the studies and give careful consideration to the proposed new facilities. 
 
• Jenne Henderson, 4130 Mapleton Drive, West Linn 
 
Ms. Henderson observed that estimated cost of the Lake Oswego-Tigard Water Partnership 
project, originally $150 million, is now over $260 million.  Reviewing background of this regional 
water project, she called on Council to curb the spending by pulling back, regrouping, and working 
together to find a solution that works for all communities.  
 
• Pat Nida, 1600 Ash Street 
 
Ms. Nida offered condolences to the Studebaker family and suggested that acknowledgement by 
meeting participants would be appropriate.  On behalf of seniors who have lived and paid taxes in 
Lake Oswego for many years, she noted that an additional $250 was not insignificant; it was in 
addition to numerous other charges.  She opposed building a tennis center in the Luscher Farm 
area and asked Council to explore saving the Hallinan Woods.  Council should find ways to use 
available facilities for new uses, rather than asking long-time citizens to pay for new ones. 
 
• Donald Mattersdorff, 930 Bullock Street 
 
Mr. Mattersdorff observed that one of Lake Oswego’s great strengths is the abundance of open 
space and natural resources.  He called on the City to purchase the Hallinan Woods property at a 
cost of $775,000 and offered a petition signed by about 100 supporters.  Detailing the beauty of the 
area, he anticipated high usage by neighbors and suitability as a conduit for pathway/walkway 
access to downtown Lake Oswego.  Recognizing the budget issues, he offered to convey ideas for 
minimizing costs. 
 
Council President Kehoe encouraged him to email his ideas to Council.  
 
• David Short, 105 Garibaldi 
 
Mr. Short, Chair of the Library Advisory Board, spoke in support of the library and unfortunate 
effects of the failed bond measure.  With 98% of Lake Oswego residents having a library card, the 
limited facility poses many challenges.  Council was asked to preserve the full-time equivalents 
(FTE) level and to look to the future.  The library should be considered a basic service rather than 
an auxiliary service.  
 
• Adaire “Andi” Miller, 702 Middlecrest Road 
 
Ms. Miller emphasized the importance of the city’s parks.  Most important is Luscher Farm, where 
she gardens because she is unable to do so in her yard.  With its nationally-recognized garden and 
other benefits, Luscher Farm is a huge asset of the City.  In terms of marketing, it is a good “hook” 
for business.  
 
• Matt Grady, 5283 Lakeview Boulevard 
 
Mr. Grady, an employee of Gramor Development and a Lake Oswego resident, highlighted 
Council priorities that would affect his company’s further development efforts in Lake Oswego:  (1) 
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resolve Sensitive Lands issue, specifically reviewing the validity of currently-defined resources; (2) 
evaluate the Tree Code, which has excessive constraints; (3) address continuing concerns about 
downtown parking by working with business owners to evaluate the actual parking conditions. 
 
• Paul Shearer, speaking on behalf of Mary Ann Kachel, 3085 Westview Circle 
 
At the invitation of Council President Kehoe, Mr. Shearer presented Ms. Kachel’s comments in her 
absence.  She requested that Council review the Luscher Area Master Plan when it becomes 
available, particularly the portion related to the tennis center and its funding model, which 
demonstrates it would pay for itself.  Ms. Kachel will submit additional comments via City website.  
 
• Carolyn Krebs, 16925 Denney Court 
 
Ms. Krebs spoke on behalf of the Lake Oswego Neighborhood Action Coalition (LONAC), of which 
she is Co-chair.  The group’s 2013 goals for Council were discussed:  (1) Current fiscal policies are 
unsustainable and the strategy of enhancing revenue through increased density is deeply flawed.  
Council should develop sound fiscal policies less reliant on debt and review feasibility of currently-
proposed capital projects, with ongoing Budget Committee participation.  (2) A strategy for 
reducing personnel and Public Employee Retirement System (PERS) costs should be developed.  
The City workforce should be reduced through focus on core services, and consultant services 
should be reduced significantly.  (3) Full review of the Lake Oswego-Tigard Water project is 
needed.  Issues should be addressed through a forensic audit by an independent expert.  
 
• Jim Bolland, 804 5th Street 
 
Representing LONAC, Mr. Bolland described concern about the City’s increasing debt and hoped 
that future budget reports would provide better clarity about overall debt.  Lack of funding for street 
maintenance and inclusion of capital projects identified in neighborhood plans are also important.  
Specific elements for analysis of the Lake Oswego-Tigard Water project were outlined.  Council 
should review LONAC’s 2012 analysis in support of a 10-FTE staff reduction, as well as an 
analysis prepared by Budget Committee members, comparing Lake Oswego to similar 
communities.  Staff reductions should be targeted to the Economic Development, Planning, Public 
Affairs, and Parks and Recreation departments.  Public Works funding for street maintenance is 
confusing and needs Council’s attention.  LONAC recommends that the citizens’ Budget 
Committee meet throughout the year.  They should also review utility rates.  
 
• Dianne Cassidy, 3601 Wren Street 
 
Ms. Cassidy challenged both “cookie-cutter” planning that is unsuitable for Lake Oswego and the 
top-down approach of Planning Staff.  More emphasis needs to be placed on the neighborhoods; 
long-range planning needs to be slowed down.  CACs should include a broader range of citizens 
through outreach to people who have not served before.  Spending must be prioritized, and a 
balance found between “basic” and “very good”.  Council was urged to concentrate on core 
services.  Involvement in the Lake Oswego-Tigard Water project will have serious consequences 
for the City and its residents; Council was asked to take a hard look at this.  Code changes are 
needed to eliminate Sensitive Lands regulation and severely limit the Tree Code.  
 
• Betty Buford, 5 Camelot Court 
 
Ms. Buford reviewed the background of her experience with Sensitive Lands regulation of her 
property since 2007.  Ongoing issues were detailed, including lack of information from Staff about 
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protected wildlife and inconsistency in application of overlays to similar properties.  The unjust 
taking of citizens’ land under the Ordinance is a major issue and is the product of a trade that 
benefits developers.  Council was requested to start listening to the private property owners.  
 
• Samantha Waltz, 35 Churchill Downs 
 
Ms. Waltz described the importance of Adult Community Center programs to her as caregiver for 
her husband, who has Alzheimer’s disease.  The support group there is the best she has found; 
the respite center offers activities and experiences for those with dementia, far beyond what their 
families could provide; and the high-quality Meals on Wheels is invaluable.  She expressed pride in 
being part of a community that serves caregivers and people with dementia.  
 
• Gary Buford, 5 Camelot Court 
 
Mr. Buford noted that he expects fair and thorough revisions of the Sensitive Lands Ordinance 
and the Tree Code soon.  Both fail to consider private property rights and do not treat all citizens 
equitably.  The Tree Code should be revised to take parcel size into consideration, rather than 
treating all parcels the same. 
 
• Bob Johansen, 4003 Canal Woods Court 
 
Mr. Johansen spoke in support of the Parks and Recreations teen programs.  His children have 
participated in these programs, which support development of good citizens through community 
involvement.  Cydny Winslow is an effective leadership role model.  Both her program and the 
teens contribute to the community, and he asked for Council’s consideration of continued support. 
 
• Debbie Craig, 850 Cedar Street 
 
Ms. Craig, an experienced Lake Oswego Parks volunteer, remarked that the common theme of 
most previous speakers was their love for their community and appreciation for its services.  She 
requested that Council add a goal about maintaining the high level of Parks services.  Citizens 
move to Lake Oswego to have their children in the schools and to enjoy the parks; it is the identity 
of the community.  She endorsed Mr. Gordon’s suggestion to ask Parks Department Staff for input 
if cuts must be made, and to work creatively with PRAB.  Her hope is that Council’s legacy is to 
sustain Lake Oswego’s strong sense of community. 
 
• Robert Eidson, 14825 Rainbow Drive 
 
Mr. Eidson spoke in opposition to the Sensitive Lands program.  He provided a history of the 
issue, beginning with the prior City administration’s plan based on Metro Titles 3 and 13.  These 
Titles never intended regulation to be as strict as the City’s Sensitive Lands program, but instead to 
be incremental.  A real impact has been felt, but only by a portion of Lake Oswego property 
owners.  At numerous meetings only negative testimony has been heard.  Council was requested 
to remove Sensitive Lands zoning from all private property and apply it to City property or 
elsewhere. 
 
• Paul Shearer, 1532 Meadows Drive 
 
Mr. Shearer offered suggestions for controlling the budget or reducing costs:  try to retain items in 
the core category and keep the utility rate analysis and library from the discretionary category.  
Where necessary, Council was encouraged to make cuts in the basic/discretionary category.  Cost 
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reductions could be gained by greater efficiency; current processes for handling citizens’ service 
requests involve multiple databases and could be simplified (as outlined in a letter provided by Mr. 
Shearer).  The Tree Code should also be simplified with regard to trees located on City property, 
overlapping private property, or beneath a power line.  Council should review Sensitive Lands 
policy to distinguish land that should be protected from land that is perhaps not truly sensitive. 
 
• Mary Jo Avery, 1575 View Lake Court 
 
Ms. Avery called for elimination of the Sensitive Lands program, citing her experience with 
homeowners who have lost large sums of money in trying to sell their property.   The Tree Code 
needs to be changed so that property owners can take down extremely old and unhealthy trees; 
they pose a safety hazard.  Pot holes and flooding problems in streets need attention.  Though the 
City needs to be careful with spending, Council should consider fairness and allocate some funding 
to Lake Grove.   A teen center is needed and every effort should be made to retain programs for 
children. 
 
Council President Kehoe pointed out that the City operates a teen center at the WEB. 
 
• Sara Lea, 734 3rd Street 
 
As a volunteer for the Arts Council, Ms. Lea highlighted some of their programs and activities, 
which are accomplished within a small budget.  Hundreds of volunteer docents for the Gallery 
Without Walls, including herself, lead school group and adult tours.  Often people travel from 
outside the community to see the sculptures.  They shop and visit restaurants, and some even buy 
houses and move to Lake Oswego. 
 
• Rick Cook, 18451 Stafford Road 
 
Mr. Cook, a new member of the Stafford Hamlet Board of Directors, described their goal of 
developing working relationships with City Council members in Lake Oswego and other cities in the 
area.  In anticipation of the concept plan for the area, members hope to convey what is important 
to Stafford Hamlet stakeholders.  Council will be receiving information about their Town Hall 
meeting in early March, as well as a copy of their visions and values statements.  
 
• Malcolm Mathes, 120 Condolea Drive 
 
Mr. Mathes thanked the City Council for all they do for the Arts Council, as well as for the 
Lakewood Center, Parks programs, and other efforts.  Lake Oswego is a city of partnerships, and 
the City is one of the Lakewood Center’s biggest partners.  He shared results of a survey 
demonstrating the significant impact of arts and culture organizations on local economic activity.  
Another recent survey determined that one of the top three reasons people come to Lake Oswego 
was to see the public art.  Lakewood Center has grown and thrived, and it could not do so without 
the City’s partnership. 
 
7. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Council President Kehoe thanked all of the testifying citizens, Staff, Ms. Schneider, and his fellow 
Councilors.  He adjourned the meeting at 10:30 p.m. 
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 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 Catherine Schneider    /s/   
 Catherine Schneider, City Recorder 
 

APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL: 
ON April 2, 2013 
 
Kent Studebaker   /s/    
Kent Studebaker, Mayor 
 


